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New Winds on the Allegheny

By Peter Shoenfeld

Proposal sfor largescalewind energy projectsareproliferatingin
theWest VirginiaHighlands. Thispresentsopportunity, responsibility
and unusud challengesto the West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy.
Opportunity and responsibility exist because we can and must influence
these projects. Anunusual challengeisthere because we must do so
without themoral certainty withwhichweapproach many issues—the
environmental “goods’ arenot al ononeside.

Wind energy is clean energy and must be
supported, especially asan aternativeto coal. On
the other hand, there are undeniabl e adverse envi-
ronmental impacts. Thesearevery location sensi-
tive, and, unfortunately, thelocationsthat are most
energy-productive are often a so the most environ-
mentally sensitive. Neither the State of West Vir-
ginianor environmental organizations have estab-
lished policies or procedures for certifying wind
power proposals as environmentally sound. Con-
cerned citizensfed that these are needed, pointed to
those already existing in Colorado, and have sug-
gested that the current negotiations over individua
projectsmight |ead to adoption of standing proce-
dures.

Although no congtruction hasyet takenplace,
twoprojectseachareadvancingin Grant and Tucker
Counties, and additiona projectsarerumored. The
project of present great concernisthe NedPower
Mount Storm LL C proposal for a200-unit, 300-
megawatt development on Allegheny Front. The

project would occupy a14-mile by %2 mile strip along the Front, with
southern boundary at Stack Rock, just alittle over amilenorth of Bear
Rocks.

TheAllegheny Frontin Grant County isthe eastern boundary of
abroad plateau at the headwatersof Red Creek, Stony River, and several
tributaries of the Blackwater and North Branch of Potomac Rivers. When
traveling west on Route 93/42 from Scherr we ascend 2000 feet and stay
high for many miles—thisisamountain with only oneside.
Thiswindy plateau hasbeen extensively strip-mined andis
hometo themassive Dominion ResourcesMt. Storm power
plant. Atitssouthern extremity it alsoincludesthe spec-
tacular resourcewe cdl North Dolly Sods.

TheAllegheny Frontis auniquegeol ogic, meteo-
rological, ecologic and geographic landmark. Itisthe
western boundary of the folds and upliftsthat devel oped
when North Americaand Northwest Africacollided 300
millionyearsago. The prevailingwest windis compressed
and cloudsdrop their precipitation here, creating arain
shadow that resultsin much drier weather totheeast. The
winds, rain, snow and rocks create unique bored habit. The
Frontisa bird migration flyway, and, along most of its
length, itisalsotheeastern continental divide, withwaters
to the east reaching the Chesapeake and those to the west
reaching the Mississippi.

The Nedpower project would occupy a14-mile by
Y. milestrip along the Front, with southern boundary at
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From The Western Slope Of TheMountains

by Frank Y oung

There'sGoldintheWindsover themthereHills

“l justlovethat mountainair”, weoften hear peoplesay.

Butisthat“mountain” air different fromtheKanawhaand OhioValley air?
Y es, the West Virginia“mountain” air includes some of the air from the western
valleysladenwith smokeandinvisiblechemical sand particlesfromthevalleys’ coal
burning power plants, chemical plantsand smaller air foulingindustries.

But themountainair weso craveismostly mixedwithair blownacrossthe
continent, usually fromthenorth and west, on highlevel “jet stream” winds, blowing
from afar. Thesejet stream windsblow at speedsbeyond 100 milesan hour at higher
altitudes- 25,000 to 30,000 feet. At thelevel of the West Virginia“highlands”, ap-
proximately 3500 to almost 5,000 feet, these winds, though reduced in speed, still
areoftenquitebrisk.

That thewindsmoveisanindication of energy. Thefaster thewindsblow,
themoreenergy they contains. And our human society isconstantly clamoring for
more and more energy- to run the wheels of industry and to light homes, stores,
industrial facilities, and even tolight the great outdoors during hours of natural dark-
ness.

Energy isindemand. Thereforeharnessed energy hasvalue. Thewindsof
theWV highlands, when harnessed, arevaluable. And thetechnol ogy revol ution of
the 20th century hasrevol utionized the ability of mankind and machinesto capture
and harnesstheenergy inthewind. Enter theage of commercial wind power.

Wearefamiliar withtheimagesof quaint littlewind millsusedlongagoto
mechanically pump water from hereto there, or to power agrainmill located adjacent
totheenergy convertingwindmill. ButlikeHenry Ford’ sModel T, thosequaint little
windmillsaremostly rel egated to the pagesof history. Today’s“wind mills’ often
stand higher thanthetallest el ectrical power transmission linesupport towers. Some
aretaller thanthelength of afootball field. Giant rotating bladeswhirl and swishin
thesky onthehighest mountainridges. Why there?Becauseusually that' swherethe
windblowsstrongest.

WearetheWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy. Our namesuggeststhat
we seek toconserve themountain regions- presumably intheir naturestate. That
meansthat we promotelow impact, “ sustainable” usesof thenatural resourcesthere.
In doing so we encourage hiking, bicycling and areasonablelevel of tourism and
modest commercial and human habitat infrastructure and institutions. Wediscourage
mountain strip mining, excessivelogging of trees, unneeded highway corridors, wa-
ter resource degradation and ugly intrusionsupon nature.

Therecentinterestin constructing wind power towersand turbines, made
relatively economical through technol ogical achievementsin electronics, plastics, and
metallurgy, aswell asgovernmental economicincentives, createsadilemmafor the
WV HighlandsConservancy and other conservation advocates.

Theoretically, wind generated el ectricity can replacethat generated by min-
ingand burning coal and other fossil fuel s, avoiding theneed for those processes. At
first glancewearetemptedto say, “ Great! Clean power at last!”

Second thoughts, though, give us pauseto think about potential problems
withwind generated el ectrical power, too. Dowind turbinescreatesignificant bird
mortality hazards?Dothey impact thehabitatsof endangered species?Dolargewind
turbineand tower assemblies, and their associated “ aviation warminglights”, mar
majesti c viewsheds? Aretheseimpactssignificant enough towarrant discouraging
wind power devel opment? Can these, and perhaps other potential problems, be miti-
gated and still keepwind power economically viable?

(Continuedonp.7)

The Highlands Voice is published monthly by the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321. Articleq,
ettersto the editor, graphics, photos, poetry, or other information for publit
lcation should be sent to the editor via the internet or by the U.S. Mail b
lapproximately the 30th of each month. Submissions by internet or on
floppy disk are preferred.

The Highlands Voice is aways printed on recycled paper. Ou
printer uses 100% post consumer recycled paper when available.

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy web page i§
MWww.wyhighlands.org
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Stack Rock, just alittle over amile north of Bear Rocks. The planscall for 200 units of 328-foot total height (tower plusblade). By way of
comparison, the monstrous smoke stack at the Mt. Storm power plant isabout 750 feet in height. Theunitswill bedistributed moreor lesslinearly,
generaly intwo rows about athousand yards apart. Construction isplanned in separate Central, Southern and Northern phases, with the Centra
phase occupying the portion between Old Stony River Dam and apoint just south of Route 93/42. Central phase construction isplanned for 2003.
Southern and Northern phase construction are planned for 2004.

The principa regulatory authority for such projectsin our stateisthe West VirginiaPublic Service Commission (WVPSC). NedPower filed

for a“ certificate of convenienceand necessity” with WVPSCinmid-August. They requested a“fast-track” for their gpplication, and thiswill likely
occur unlessenvironmental organizationsformally protest. Theapplicationincluded apreliminary viewshed analysisand commitmentsfor studies
of avian and endangered speciesimpacts.
Wearevery concerned withall of theseimpacts. Inthedayssincethisproposa surfaced several Conservancy membershavewalked theNorth Dolly
Sodsareaof MonongahelaNationa Forest identifying locations providing scenic viewsof the Allegheny Front Ridgeline. Theseexist dong Raven
Ridge, on Cabin Mountain and on Allegheny Front outcrops south of Bear Rocks. Therewill also bemajor visual impact along the (presently)
privately held Divide north of Dobbin Slashings, at the The Nature Conservancy’ s Bear Rocks Preserve, and possibly at their Greenland Gap
Preserveaswell.

In the photo below, Dobbin Slashings bog isbeyond thetrees, the Divide, beyond that, and the Allegheny Front ontheright horizon. The
power plant isvisible on the horizon toward theleft, and thewind turbineswould bevisible along the Front.

TheAllegheny Frontisamajor migratory flyway for both raptorsand songbirds. TheBrooksBird Club conductstheir annual bird banding
project along the Front near Red Creek Campground. Judy Rodd told the Charleston Gazette: “1’ m concerned about the effect on bird popul ations
— migratory neotropical birdsthat in certain weather conditionscan get killed. The Allegheny Front liesa ong one of the primary routesfollowed
by migrating birds. On foggy daysand at night, birds can get confused by tower lightsand fly intowindmills.” Theseissuesshould be addressedin
theavian study, but they may not be easy or possibleto mitigate.

The NedPower application promised local economic benefit and included several lettersof local support, including onefrom the Board of
Education. Thisisno surprisesincethe application specifically promised “ annual educational contributions’ to*“twolocal schools.”

Theother Grant County project isplanned by USWind Force for 166 turbines on this same plateau in the areanorth of Route 93, south of
Bayard and west of Stony River. Itisfully permitted and isnow soliciting investors. They hopeto begin constructioninthespring. Thisproject has
not attracted major environmental opposition.

Thetwo Tucker County projectsare on Backbone Mountain (by Atlantic Renewable Energy) and near Horsehoe Run (by Mega-Energy).
TheHighlands Conservancy participated in public discussion and negotiationsin late 2000 regarding the Backbone M ountain project and obtained
somesignificant concessions. Theseincluded elimination of thoseturbinesthat would bevisiblefrom Blackwater Falls State Park overlooks, anda
year of avianimpact monitoring to be approved by the Conservancy.

The Backbone Mountain discussions|led to the formation of aHighlands Conservancy Wind Power Committee, chaired by President Frank
Y oung. Thissame committee hasgonetowork onthe Nedpower Allegheny Front Project. AtV oicedeadlinetime, counsel had been retained and
discussionsinitiated with the developer. Contributionswill be needed and should be sent to the West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy, PO Box 306,
Charleston, WV 25321, and marked “ Allegheny Front Windpower.”

View of Allegheny Front from Raven Ridge

Photo by George Beetham
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Hundreds Urge Byrd and Rockefeller: “Don’t Trash
Blackwater Canyon Trail!”

By Judy Rodd, Director, Friends of Blackwater

Asreported in last month’ sHighlands
Voice, thetimber company Allegheny Wood
Products (“AWP”"), owned by John Crites, has
just asked the U.S. Forest Serviceto turnthe
beautiful Blackwater Canyon Trail, located on
our public Forest Serviceland, into acommer-
cid andloggingroad. Criteswantstheroad
to go to hisproposed condominium sitesi
theheart of the Canyon. Asan“adjacent
landowner” to publicland, Criteshasarig
to ask for such ause of public land — but
the Forest Service doesnot haveto grant the
request.

Friends of Blackwater issued a
urgent call to lovers of the Canyon to con

to ask the Senators to urge the Fores 4

Service to deny Crites’ request. The red S

sponse to that call has been overwhelm
ing. Hundreds of heart-felt faxes, letter

from the Friends of Blackwater website, 2 &
www.saveblackwater.org. Here are &
sample of those comments:

DaePorter, of Dunbar, WV, wrote: “ For
years| haveled mountain bikeridesin Black-
water Canyon. Todestroy thistrail by making
it alogging road would be atragedy. The Can-
yonisagreat treasure for West Virginiaand
deservesto be saved from commercia explora
tion. | dare say, thereisno onewho hasbeen
down the Canyon who would not agree with
me”

Katharine B. Gregg, of Buckhannon,
WV wrote: “l have just learned that Mr. John
Crites has requested the USFS to turn our
Blackwater Canyon scenic hiking/biking trail
into a logging road! This will be a tragedy.
West Virginia only has a few such pristine
gorgeous places and they should be pre-
served FOR the public and not exploited to
make money for a few.”

Marcia Bonta, of Tyrone, Pa. wrote:
“As a Pennsylvania citizen, | have enjoyed
the Blackwater Canyon. West Virginia could
become the ecotourist destination of the
eastern United States if such places would
be saved.”

Charles and Montague Kern, of
Washington, DC, wrote to Senator
Rockefeller: “We urge you to immediately
contact the U.S. Forest Service to convey

your strong opposition to this gross misuse
of public land. The notable conservation
efforts of the Rockefeller family, which we
have seen in New York, Wyoming and else-
where, give us confidence that you will take
immediate and, if necessary, sustained ac-

tion in this instance.”

Milton and Joan Gottlieb, of Pitts-
burgh, Pa. wrote to Senator Byrd: “My hus-
band and | visit the Blackwater Falls, Canaan
Valley and Dolly Sods areas frequently, and
I have written botanical papers on the unique
flora of this rich region. Our children en-
joyed many camping adventures with us
there when they were young. Please use
your good offices to bring Blackwater Can-
yon into public ownership so that future gen-
erations may enjoy it as we have, and sothe
life of the Canyon can continue to flourish.
Our children will not forgive us the decima-
tion of this natural treasure.”

TheBlackwater Canyon Trail isabeau-
tiful, grassy pathway that lowly climbsfor ten
miles alongside the Blackwater River — amid
towering trees, legfy shrubs, liverwortsand ferns
— hometo rareflying squirrels, salamanders,
trout, and black bear. TheTrail passesthrough
red spruce and mixed mesophytic forest glens,
over historiccut-stonearches, passingjewd-like
waterfalsand moist, moss-carpeted rocks and
boulders.

Like Blackwater Falls State Park, the
Canyon Trail is a recreational resource for
thousands of people. These Trail users —
and thousands of others who love the Black-
water Canyon — are incensed and outraged

by the timber company proposal —and they
are making their voices heard.

We expect that the Forest Servicewill
makeaninitial decision about AWP' srequest
thisfal. The Forest Serviceisnot likely tosm-
ply grant therequest. They may simply refuse

he regquest (we hope so); or they may go
k¥into a“ scoping” process, wheretheagency
1550l i cits public comment about what aspects
Df the request should be further studied.

Massive publiccomment tothe
I"For est Serviceduringascoping period
%on AWP’ srequest iscrucial to protect-
WngtheCanyon Trail.

Friends of Blackwater is dis-
tributing and collecting thousands
iof comment postcardstosubmitto
the Forest Service. Call our office
at 1-877-WVA-LAND, and we will
send you cardsto distribute and get
your friends to sign. Or go onto our
website (www.saveblackwater.orq)
and send us an e-mail. On the
website,you can also seethe current
status of the AWP request, and you can
send amessageto Senators Byrd and
Rockefeller, if you have not already done
so.

It would befrankly insane todlow our
public landinthe Canyonto behorribly de-
graded — just when politicianslike West Vir-
giniaGovernor Bob Wise are working to pro-
tect theentire Canyon by getting it into public
ownership.

Thisisanissuefor people everywhere
who careabout publicland. Wemust stand up
for thelovely cucumber magnolig; for thetiny
winter wren, singing itsheart out by therushing
stream; for theshy Cheat Mountain sdlamander,
hiding under itsrotting log; for theflying squir-
rel, gliding out from thered spruceto dig mush-
roomsunder the old beech trees.

Wemust stand up for the Blackwater

Canyonnow!



COAL EXTRACTS A BIG PRICE

By Scott Shalaway

Cod miningisabig, controversia business. If wewant electric-
ity, we' vegot toburn cod, but it carriesfar morethanitseconomic price.

For example, though codl -fired power plants provide most of our
electricity, the economicimpact from labor’ s perspective shrinksyearly.
Accordingtoarecent commentary in TheNew Y ork Times, inWest Vir-
giniaalonecoa mining employment declined from 140,000 jobsin the
1940sto approximately 15,000 today. We burn more cod than ever, but
thankstotechnol ogical advancesand efficient extractiontechniques, fewer
minersbenefit. Y et company profitsclimb.

Today’ sefficient mining techniquesaso
impose asteep environmental cost. Longwall
mining removes 1,000-foot-wide swaths of ma-
terial hundreds of feet under ground. Whenthe
mineroof collgpses, subsidence often occursnear
the surface. That resultsin roads collapsing,
foundations cracking, wellsdrying up, springs
disappearing and stream degradation. Why just
afew yearsago, traffic wasdisrupted for months
when portionsof Interstate 470in Ohio caved
in. Repairstotaled millionsof dollars, al at tax-
payer expense. And when water suppliesvan-
ish, it’ stough for peoplewho depend on wells
and springsto cook and bathe, and farmerscan’t
water their livestock.

Though offendingminingcompaniesare
required to providewater to thosewholoseit, |
hear repeatedly how insufficient their effortsare.
Earlier thisyear | attended apublic forumon
longwall mining at Wheeling Jesuit University
and listened tothe coal company representative
say all theright thingsto appeasethecrowd. His
mastery of defusing the situation and putting off
specific correctiveactionwasadmirable.

Room and pillar mining, which mini-
mizes subsidenceistill aviable mining technique. But it requiresmore
labor andislessprofitable. Not unprofitable, just lessprofitable.

Another conseguenceof underground minesaremountain bresks—
cracksand crevicesin the earth that can swallow up an unsuspecting
hunter or hiker. Back in April astory inthe Sunday Gazette-Mail brought
thisproblem to my attention for thefirst time.

The most offensive mining technique, though, is mountaintop
removal, and it’ squite common in Southern West Virginiaand parts of
Kentucky. Instead of burrowing under mountainsfor coa, operatorslit-
erally blast off themountaintops. Entire communities, rocked by explo-

BUMPERSTICKERS--SUCH A DEAL
Toget afree | AV ountainsbumper sticker(s), send aself-addressed,
stamped envelopeto Julian Martin, 1525 Hampton Rd., Charleston,
WV 25314
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sions, dust and debris, have been abandoned. The considerablerubble
left behindisthen depositedin nearby streamsand valleys. (I wonder if
valey fillsarerelated to the devastating floods Southern West Virginia
has sufferedin recent years. Perhaps profoundly disturbed landscapes
simply cannot handle heavy rains.)

Ironically, mountai ntop remova may proveto beitsown undo-
ing. Outsidersarehearing about it, and they’ reoutraged. West Virginia's
imageisoneof wild, wonderful mountainsand scenic vistas. If people
get upset about drilling for oil in Alaska, where
few will ever venture, it’s understandable that
they would be equally offended by industrial
rape of places much closer to home.

IntheMay 20 New Y orker, apiecetitled
“Bad Environments’ railed against mountaintop
removal. A May 11 editorid intheLosAnge-
les Times described mountaintop removal as
“legalizing permanent ruin of the countryside
totemporarily, very temporarily, increase coal
production and fattenthe coffersof mining com-
panies.” AndaMay 6 editoria intheLakeland
(Fla.) Ledger lamented that more than 1,000
milesof Appaachian streamshaveaready been
buried by mountainfill.

Andthenthere’ sthe monster truck” is-
sue. In Southern West Virginia, where many
peopleare poor and politically impotent, coal
trucks routinely exceed the 65,000 pound
weight limit onwinding mountainroads. And
people, sometimesentirefamilies, diewhen
these behemoths rage out of control. The
Legidature' sresponseto adeadly issue under
itscontrol seemsto beto smply raisetheweight
limits. Afteral, what' smoreimportant, thelives
of afew hillbilliesevery year, or the business of

cod?

Letmebeclear. | knowweneed coal toproduceel ectricity. The
hydrogen economy iscoming, but it' sstill 20 yearsdownstream. Mean-
while, let’smine and transport coa responsibly, and make mining com-
panies respons ble when their methods destroy lives, buildings, roadsand
water supplies, and when they emasculate an entire state’' snatural heri-

tage.

Thisarticlefirst appeared in the Charleston Gazette.

Does your school, church or civic group need a speaker or pro-
gram presentation on avariety of environmenta issues? Contact
Julian Martin 1525 Hampton road, Charleston WV 25314 or
imaginemew@aol.com or 304-342-8989.

BROCHURES YOURS FOR THE ASKING

TheSierraClub, CitizensCoal Council, Coa River Mountain Watch, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, West VirginiaRiversCoalition,
Appalachian Focus(K entucky), Big Sandy Environmental Coalition(Kentucky), Kentuckians For The Commonwealth and the West VirginiaHigh-
lands Conservancy have put together anew brochure entitled “ Mountai ntop Remova Destroys Our Homeplace STOPTHEDEVASTATION!” For
acopy send aself addressed stamped envelopeto Julian Martin, 1525 Hampton Road, Charleston, WV 25314.

Quantitiesare availablefor teachers, civic and religious groups and anyone who can get them distributed.
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HOW LONG, O MOTHER EARTH?
By Joan Ellison

What thoughtsliefallow inyour bosom,
Mother Earth, asweencrust

your rillsandrustic framein
concreteribbonslaced with clover leaf?
Surely stayslikethese

constrict your rhythmic pulse,

inhibit flowing bresath.

What grief engulfsyou, Mother Earth,
when your veinsof ore are gouged
and virgin beauty of your hills
isravaged, rgped, consumed?

Till compromised, your countenance
lies naked, stripped and bare.

What veils of noontime darkness,
eerinessand stenchinfest you,
Mother Earth, obliterating sun
and sky with terminal persistence
until decaying lesions pollute
aonceclear placid atmosphere?

Howlong, O Mother Earth,

can patiencelast withmortal flesh?
How long can you endure

such an avariciousappetite?

How long will mortalsprostitute

your wesalth with reckless,

graspingsaifishness? Starof Bethlehem

How long will we extort, lay waste

and nonchalantly desecrate Swamp violet (lower left)

eonsof your richeslaidin store? )
How long, OMother Earth, Photos by Sam McCormick

OUT READERS WRITE

My name is Chad Ellison and | am 24. | am originally from
WYV and then | moved to western MD (just across the state line).
Recently my family and I moved to Gunnison, Colorado. | enjoy
each Highlands Paper out of concern and interest of the area. The
article “Doesn’t Smell Like Cedar” was particularly interesting to
me and my wife, who is actually finishing her teaching degree here
in Gunnison. | believe that teaching stupidity will breed ignorance
and we need factual education to unlock and utilize renewable re-
sources. That is not to say they should not understand coal and
the companies, but the information can not be allowed to be one-
sided.

Southern WV has crossed the point of no return, how far
will it be pushed?
Please let me know if and how | can help.
Thank You,
Chad Ellison




TheHighlandsVoice, September, 2002, Page7

Join Now and get a free gift!!

We are now offering a wonderful incentive for new membership

applications we receive. We have had two beautiful National

yes_t . Geographic book donated to us. Join now, using the form
irginia below, for your choice of either of these books as afree gift.
Highlands Please circle the book you want.

Conservancy
www.wvhighlands.org

Nature's Medicine: Plants that Heal by Joel L. Swerdlow, Ph.D.

Throughout human history, plants have been our chief source of medicine. The fascinating story that unfolds in this book is much more
than a catalog of natural cures. Equal parts scientific inquiry and cultural history, it's nothing less than a chronicle of the healer's art as

it evolved from folk remedies to modern science. 400 pages, featuring over 200 full color photographs and an illustrated catalog of 102

healing herbs.

The Emerald Realm, Earth's Precious Rain Forests. Together, earth's tropical rain forests make up a globe-girdling emerald realm
that occupies just 5 percent of the world's land area - yet nurtures half its plant and animal species. From this cornucopia pours an
array of foods and herbs, medicines and chemicals, and a variety of construction materials. The magnificence, the fragility, the mystery
of "the most diverse, the most complex, and the least understood ecosystem on earth" are yours to experience in this 200 page

National Geographic book.

Yes! Sign me up.

Name Membership categories (circle one)
Individual Eamily Oorg
Address Senior $12
Student $12
City State Zip Regular $15 $25 $50
Associate $30 $50 $100
Phone E-Mail Sustaining  $50 $100 $200
Patron $100 $200 $400
Mail to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321 Mountaineer $200 $300 $600

MoreWind From Frank
(Continued from page 2)

Today, as| writethis, | aminformed that US
WindForceof Wexford, Pennsylvania, and PadomawWind
Power of LaJolla, Californiaareforming ajoint ven-
turefor the purpose of devel oping, constructing, financ-
ing and selling asmany as 1500 MW of wind energy
projects, involving 10 or moreproject locations, over
thenext 5yearsintheMid-Atlanticregion of theUnited
States, including West Virginia.

That equatesto from between 1000 and 1500
tower-turbineassemblieson mountainridges. And on
thissameday | aminformed of apending permit appli-
cation for a600 Megawatt coal fuel electrical power
plant near Morgantown, WV . Themarch to supply more
andmoreenergy goeson.

Will wind power betheyearned for alternative
tofossil fuel extractionand burning and theassociated
environmental detriments? Or will wind power simply
bean added sourcefor thenation’ sseemingly insatiable
appetitefor moreand more*“ cheap” energy?

Canweask and answer theseand other related
and important questionsrationally, avoiding knee-jerk
attitudesand reactions?

How shouldtheWest VirginiaHighlandsCon-
servancy approachwind power issuesintheWest Vir-
ginia highlands? One of the WV Highlands
Conservancy' sgood friendsrecently cautioned against
“squandering our good name” in challenging thewind
power industry to make marketed “ greenpower " really
green.

So far our approach on this has been on a
project-by-project basis. Two yearsago wesuccessfully
challenged amostly naked “ green” wind power project
on BackboneMountainin Tucker County. Wesuccess-
fully negotiated with Backbone M ountain Windpower
tomovetheproposed 65 tower-turbineproject fromthe
viewshed of the Blackwater Falls State Park lodge. We
also negotiated an agreement whereby theWest Virginia

Highlands Conservancy canbepart of atechnical com-
mitteeto help monitor and make recommendationson
wildlifeimpactsof that project.

Now wearetrying to decidetowhat degreeto
engagewith the project devel oper and the permitting
state agency on aproposed 200 turbinewind power
projectontheAllegheny FrontinHardy County. This
project may haveasignificant viewshed impact onthe
Dolly SodsNorthrecreationarea, aswell assomepos-
siblemigratory birdimpact. Wearetrying tolearn more
about thisproject.

| am becoming concerned about the costsand
inefficiency of WV Highlands Conservancytrying to
keeptrack of and act defensively on each separatewind
power project- especial ly asit appearsthat theseprojects
will becoming along quickly inthenext few years.

TheWest VirginiaPublic Service Commission
(WV PSC) issuespermitsfor whol esalewind power elec-
tricity generating projects. However, WV PSCisnot pri-
marily an environmental agency. Rather, the WV PSC
traditionally haslimiteditsanalysisof utility infrastruc-
tureand power generating facilitiesto need, supply and
cost considerations. | proposethat WV PSC should de-
velop, asapart of auniversal application process, afull
environmental assessment of electrical power generation
projects, and help to devel op effective mitigation of
viewshedimpactsand other impactson nature.

Inany event, weneed to havethediscussion
about how wewill relateto ongoing and the many fu-
turewind power generation facilitiesthat are certainto
beforthcoming soon. In aseparatearticleinthisissue
of the HighlandsVoice, Peter Shoenfeld writesabout
thepending Allegheny Front wind power project. We
are starting to have the discussion. Weneed to continue
and expand thediscussion.

To ask to be on our wind power energy com-
mittee, contact measindicated on our page 2 roster. To
offer your views, brief or extended, intheHighlands
Voice, writeto Editor JohnMcFerrin.

Monongahela National
Forest
Hiking Guide
by Allen deHart & Bruce Sundquist
Published by the
West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy
Thenew 7theditioncovers:

- more than 200 trails for over 700 miles

- trail scenery, difficulty, condition,
distance, elevation, access points,
streams and skiing potential.

- detailed topographic maps
- over 50 photographs
- 5 wilderness Areas totaling 77,965

acres

- 700 miles of streams stocked with bass

and trout
send $14.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:
West Virginia Highlands Conser vancy
PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321
Or, visit our website at
www.wyhighlands.org



GOVERNOR CAN'T DECIDE ON
FLOODING RULES

By John McFerrin

Governor Bob Wise has not decided whether or not he will support
new timbering and mining guidelines designed to reduce future flooding.

These guidelines were prepared by the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection based upon the studies and recommendations of the task force
which Governor Wise appointed to study the July 2001 flooding in southern
West Virginia.

The recommendations of the Department were published in draft
form and subject to criticism both by citizens and by coal and timber inter-
ests. The Department delivered afina version to Governor Wise on August
6, 2002.

The guidelines would require the coal industry to do runoff studies
before they could obtain permits. They would have to show that their min-
ing would not increase runoff during heavy rains. The guidelines would also
require the coal industry to use “constructed valley fills.” Instead of shov-
ing or blasting the rock and dirt into the valley, the mine operators would
have truck the materia to the bottom of the area to be filled, deposit it in
layers, and compact each layer. While this would be a change from differ-
ent practice, it would not represent a novel practice. In the past all valley
fills were “constructed valley fills.”

The guidelines would also require stricter oversight of logging op-
erations. The Division of Environmental Protection wants the Division of
Forestry (which regulates logging) to inspect all timber operations and limit
logging in particular watersheds to limit runoff.

Governor Wise has not indicated when he might announce whether
he supports his agency’ srules or not.

SONGSNEEDED

Has coal mining touched your life or the life or a loved one? Are you
worried about the impacts of mountaintop removal in your community? Use
your talents to help spread the word. Aurora Lights, a 501(c )(3) non-profit,
in conjunction with FEC Il publishing studios, will be producing a CD of
songs about mountaintop removal and its impacts on the people and land of
Appalachia. Proceeds will benefit local activist organizations and flood vic-
tims.

We are calling for submissions of music to be included on this CD.
Contributions of art and photography will also be considered for the CD cover.
All advice, suggestions, and ideas are welcome. If you aren't artistic, but
want to help, letters of support and donations will be helpful as we seek
additional grants to cover expenses.

Submissions should be received by October 1, 2002, through email
or snail mail. Please send a self-addressed stamped envelope if you would
like your submission returned. Thank you! Please send correspondence to
Jennifer Osha, Aurora Lights, RR1 230-G, Aurora, West Virginia. 26705.
jen_osha@yahoo.com.

Coming attractions

September 13-15 Caring for Creation: An  September 21

The WV Native Plant
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LIPSTICK ON A PIG?

By John McFerrin

To many, the idea of a less damaging method of mountaintop re-
moval coal mining is about as interesting asinstalling hot and cold running
water in the slave cabins. It might make the practice dightly less offensive
but when the whole idea is lopping off the tops of the mountainsit is offen-
sive no matter how responsibly or carefully it is practiced.

Those who are interested in the topic, however, can consider one
change suggested by the West Virginia Department of Environmental Pro-
tection. That changeis called the constructed valley fill. This change would
result in valley fills being constructed as
they were years ago [ when all valley fills
were “constructed.” §°

Current
shove the top of the [
ley. Thebigger rocks §
smaller stuff stayson
and the valley is

practice is to blast or
mountain into the val-
4 roll to the bottom, the
Wl top of the bigger rocks,
filled up. When the
valley is full, the company smooths out
the top, plants grass, MR . and that is that.

Leaving aside the fact that the practice |leaves what was once a va-
ley full of rock and dirt there is another difficulty. The valey isnot filled all
at once. Thefirst materia which isshoved into the valley isleft unvegetated
until the entirefill iscomplete. Revegetation does not start until al the rock
and dirt has been added to the fill.

The problem with this is that leaving al that dirt exposed while
waiting for more material to be added leads to more erosion. The unvegetated
material is also more likely to dip off the face of the fill.

The Department of Environmental Protection wants to fix this. Its
solution to this problem isto require what it calls “ constructed valley fills.”
Thisis part of the package of regulations that the Department has proposed
as part of its response to the study of flooding recently completed by the
Governor’'s Task Force.

With aconstructed valley fill, the rock and dirt is hauled to the floor
of the valley, spread out, and compacted. The face of the completed portion
of the fill is revegetated. The process continues until the valley is filled.
The result of thisisthat less material is left unvegetated at any one time.

Changing to “constructed valley fills’ would result in less erosion
and more stability for the fills. This is the way that al valley fills were
previously constructed in West Virginia.

Political leaders who favor “responsible” mining are generaly less
than specific about what they mean by “responsible.” Supporting the De-
partment of Environmenta Protection in this effort would be one way to
show that support. The result would not be the elimination of mountaintop
removal mining. It would just make the practice less damaging.

October19 West Virginia Highlands

Interfaith, Intergenerational Retreatspon-
sored by the West Virginia Council of
Churches, Interfaith Global Climate Change
Campaign; Bluestone Conference Center;
Friends of the Lower Greenbrier River. For
more information contact Marcia Leitch, P.O.
Box 226, Talcott, WV 24891; 466-0982,
imleitch@cwv.net

September 21 Elkhenge Music Festival
benefit concert at Old Timer's Camp in East
Dailey, WV. This year’s concert will benefit
the Shaver’s Fork Coalition and the High-
land Trail Foundation. For information, call
637-3911 or visitwww.footmad.org/festival/

wv/elkhenge

Society annual meeting at Timberline Re-
sort. Hikes are scheduled for Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday in the Blackwater/Canaan
area. For more information, contact Romie
Hughart 429-7358.

October10 West Virginia Conference on
the Environment: From the Outhouse to the
Statehouse—Dealing with Sewage in West
Virginia. University of Charleston

October 16 — 19 West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy Fall Review, Canaan Valley.
See pp. 13-15 for details.

Conservancy Annual Membership Meeting
and Fall Board Meeting, Canaan Valley.

January 25,2003 West Virginia High-
lands Conservancy Winter Board Meeting

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION

The October 19,2002, Annual
Membership Meeting includes election of
officers as well as at-large board members.
IThe nominating committee is Hugh Rogers,
ICindy Rank, and Peter Shoenfeld. To
lsuggest nominees, including yourself, pleasq
lcontact one of them. Nominations will also
be taken from the floor.




OFF THE BEATEN PATH IN FISHER SP

By Susan Bly

Jonathan Jessup led two exploratory hikes into the interior
of Dolly Sods. Murat Tandirci, Cleo and | met up with Jonathan and
Kim along the forest road for the morning hike which was Jonathan’s
GPS search for the Holy Grail catalog of balsam firs. Bushwhack-
ing is fun...if a readily available path is found through the dense
spruce and laurel. Exposed rockslides and “pools” of
rock help make the journey easier. One never knowg
what hidden treasures lie just beyond the next gap in the
trees. Because Kim had to leave early for work before
the main hike, Jonathan took us for a preliminary hike}
out to a leg of the bog. There we encountered ankle
deep mud...our deepest on the trek for the day.

After lunch, we met with the rest of the 10 hikerd
which included Judy Smoot, Janet Dombrowski, Pete
Schoenfeld, and Jack Slocumb. After exiting the cars|
we started on a naturalist ramble through the bog. This
bog is a huge flat area on topographical maps, due to being a large
meadow. The 500-acre bog is listed as one of WV's Natural Land-
marks and all of us could see the special significance behind that
term. The interesting plants we encountered along the way were
cotton grass, tiny plants that catch gnats, blueberries which were
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RING BOG

at the peak of the season, sphagnum moss, cranberries nearing
perfection, and cattails. Fisher Spring which runs through the bog,
contained crayfish, one of which nibbled on Janet's toe during a
rest break. A dead crayfish found prior to our rest break, was an
exceptionally large critter for a stream that only measured a foot
Jacross in some spots. The rest break was taken along
the stream where it crosses a rock field. Most unusual
layout in that it resembled a giant’s effort at constructing
astreambed, flat rocks with laid out forks. Other interest-
ing things included a smashed log with marks on some
of the wood. Cleo scratched at the same log and her
claw marks didn’t even come near the depth of the marks
left by another beast as it searched the wood for delec-
table ants and grubs. We completed our 4-mile jaunt
around the bog, bouncing on sponges of sphagnum moss
and sniffing the rising odor of super due to the rotting
organic material in the slurry below our feet.

A good time was had by all and whets our appetite for what
lies off of the beaten path. For those wishing a visual trip through
this wonderland, log onto Jonathan’s website at http://
www.JonathanJessup.com/bog-hike2002.

WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAIN ODYSSEY SCHEDULE

Aug 31-Sept 2(Sat-Sun/Mon) North Fork Mountain backpack
Sat-Sun with Mon. Forest Hinking Guide author Bruce Sundquist.
Prior backpacking experience required, carry your own water, 12
miles total. An optional third day will be spent exploring Dolly Sods
North.Leader:Bruce Sundquist, ( 724) 327-8737,
bsundquistl @juno.com

Sept 7-8(Sat-Sun). Ramsay’s Draft two-day trip. Aunique wil-
derness area on the Shenandoah Mountain VA/WYV line. Leader:
Don Gasper, (304)472-3704.

Sept 14 (Sat).Dry Fork River-Mozark Mountain Bike Trip.Steep
climbs and descents with great scenery on paved and gravel
roads.Meets 10 AM at Otter Creek parking lot on Dry Fork.Up Rt
72 below Mozark Mtn , across bridge to Jenningston, and back
down on Dry Fork. Swimming/lunch at Gladwin.Then over the ridge
and down to Dry Fork again.We will ford the river to get back to the
cars completing our 4 hour trip. Leader:Barnes Nugent, (304)284-
9548, barnes@geosrv.wvnet.edu.

Sept 21-22 (Sat-Sun).Red Spruce cone picking. We willbe
picking cones at several locations to help protect, restore, and edu-
cate the public about the importance of, the Red Spruce eco-sys-
tem in West Virginia.. The seeds will be extracted and made avail-
able to agencies and others to use in restoration and reclamation
projects. Dave Saville, 284-9548,daves@Iabyrinth.net

Sept 28-29(Sat-Sun). Dolly Sods North Backpack Visit Bear
Rocks, Raven Ridge, Cabin Mtn, Blackbird Knob on impromptu
trails.We'llcamp on left fork of Red Creek. Leader:Peter Shoenfeld,

(301) 587-6197, peter@mountain.net.

Oct 5th (Sat). Fall Foliage day hike on Roaring Plains - Can-
yons Rim Trail. Spectacular views of thick forests, beautiful moun-
tains and valleys. Some bushwhacking, rocky areas and make-
shift trails are involved. Mostly flat except one 350 foot climb. 4.5

miles. Leader: Jonathan Jessup,
jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

Oct 12-14 (Sat-Mon). Three day backpack trip inSpruce Knob-
Seneca Creek Backcountry. Foliage and weather should be
perfect for touring this gorgeous area. Spruce Knob, High Mead-
ows Trail, Seneca Creek, Allegheny Mountain, Big Run of Gandy.
Leader: Peter Shoenfeld, (301)587-6197,peter@mountain.net.

Oct 18-20 (Fri-Sun). West Virginia Highlands ConservancyFall
Review in Canaan Valley. See pp. 14-15 for a schedule of out-
ings.

(703) 204-1372,

Oct 26 (Sat).Otter Creek Wilderness Dayhike Enjoy a spectacu-
lar fall day and old growth hemlocks on the Shaver's Mountain Trail.
Length of hike will depend on group inclintation .Leader:Larry
Kaeser, (304)452-9753.

Nov 2(Sat).Join us for a 10 +/- milehike on Canaan Mountain
utilizing some of its beautiful trails. Though we will be past the
peak of fall color, the woods will still be alive with evergreens and
flowing brooks. Those wishing to spend the night, may do so at the
Canaan campground or the lodge nearby. Contact Susan Bly at
sbly@shepherd.edu or (304) 876-5177 or (304) 258-3319 after 7
pm with any questions and for reservation

Almost Anytime. Visit Kayford Mountain south of Charleston to
see mountain top removal (MTR) up close and hear Larry Gibson’s
story about how he saved his mountain, now almost totally sur-
rounded by MTR. Bring a lunch— there is a picnic area on Larry’s
mountain. Just call Larry or Julian Martin. Leaders: Julian Martin,
(304)342-8989, imaginemew@aol.com and Larry Gibson, (304)
586-3287 or (304) 549-3287 cellular.
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MOUNTAIN ODYSSEY ROCKS AT BEAR ROCKS PRESERVE

Highlands Conservancy Mountain Odyssey Outing

Outing hosted and trip report written by Jonathan Jessup. Editsby Dave Saville. Scenery and memoriesprovided by Mother Nature.

The five of us met at the parking area on FR75 and Black-
bird Knob Trail. The parking area was over full and it was a busy
day for The Sods. It was my first time meeting Eric and his wife
Charity. Dave Saville arrived and my fiancé Emilie, Eric, Charity,
and | departed to drop our car shuttle off and drive two more miles
up to the Bear Rocks parking area. Our goal for the afternoon was
to hike the perimeter of Bear Rocks Preserve - owned and pro-
tected from development and exploitation by The Nature Conser-
vancy. After that, we'd return to the cars and then make camp not
faraway. The nextday, we'd hike the rarely hiked alpine-like ridge
south from Bear Rocks top
near the Blackbird Knob}
trailhead. 1

Two years previous §
on this same day of the year,
the mountain laurels up here §
created such a show that I3
will never forget the sight. It g8
was my hope that we would &8
experience such awondrous
display this day. While the
laurels were in bloom, itwas
not nearly as explosive as g
June of 2000. k

We readied our gear
and departed north to readj
the new Bear Rocks Pre
serve informative sign. We§{
then headed west, downhill,
through beautiful laurels and
heaths (stopping for photo). §
The soils here are rocky and
sparse. Several rock barrens break the open barrens of heaths.

We soon arrived at Bear Rocks Bog, an open, grassy, flat
and muddy area in a bowl between the higher surrounding ground.
Dave said that visiting this bog was of special interest to him. He
had not been here before. Much of his fascination is in the floral life
inthese high wetlands. We saw many cranberries blooming (small
white flowers). Dave quickly identified two uncommon speciesin
West Virginia, those being — Lycopodium inundatum (“Bog
Clubmoss”) and coptis groenlandica (“Goldthread”). Bog clubmoss
is a bright green moss that hugs the wet boggy ground (often ‘in-
undated’). Goldthread was used by Indians for having medicinal
purposes. There are hummaocks here - giving the large open bog a
bumpy ground appearance. We saw many sundew - an insectivo-
rous plant that traps insects for nutrients. Any area where there
might be bare ground is often covered with a carpet teaberry, which
grows only an inch or so high here and has a pleasant odor. Break
a leaf and it smells like chewing tobacco. The berries taste like
teaberry gum, or rather the reverse.

We took some photos and proceeded northwest up to and
just north of a red spruce plantation that was planted by the old
railroad company that owned land here many years ago. There
appeared to be a ‘blow-down’ in the spruce. They are an odd oc-
currence that must be a violent episode. Fierce winds will blow
down a patch of forest, often killing the trees in the process. I've
also seen blow-downs on the Roaring Plains and in Cranberry
Wilderness.

We were on the Fairfax Line, established in 1746 as a prop-
erty boundary for Lord Fairfax’s land grant (political payoff) by the
King of England. South of the line here is the old spruce plantation
and north of it is large expanse of open meadow of only slight in-
cline with very little vegetation more than several inches high. The
few trees that do grow in the meadow are bent over by extreme
winds. Growing low to the ground are large patches of hay scented
ferns among grasses, teaberry patches and low growing heaths.
The ferns have a distinctive smell of hay whilst one walks through
them, of which we had the pleasure to enjoy while we headed north

; to towards arocky knob (un-
named) over 4100' in eleva-
" tion. The open meadow was
ajoy to traverse. We saw a
few old skeletons from the vir-
gin forest that once lived here.

The arc of the hill ob-
; scures the rocky knob untilwe

are not too far from it. At the
top the boulders are as high
asabouttwelve feetabovethe
surrounding meadow. There

re many large rocks here and
the two women in the group
wisely decided not to
cramble them. On the north
side of the rocks is the
Potomac drainage and the
south side is Red Creek
(eventually flowing to the Mis-
sissippi). This is the eastern
continental divide. Far to the
north we easily see ‘the monster’ billowing smoke from its coal
driven furnaces (Mount Storm Power Plant). To the south we see
the flat plateau of Dolly Sods North and Wilderness proper and
beyond that, The Plains. Towards the Bear Rocks Parking area is
a saddle that exposes only North Fork Peak of North Fork Moun-
tain thatis a great backpack destination.

From this high point we headed east towards Allegheny Front
north of Bear Rocks through more stunted and open meadows of
ferns, heaths and grasses. We then descend a hill to pass a clus-
ter of rocks with a single stunted mountain ash that was in full
bloom. Further on we are still in a large alpine-like meadow that
has an eastern border of mountain laurels (in bloom) and one-sided
red spruce. We entered the laurels and spruce and followed faint
animal trails to continue east. The laurels here are about four to
five feet high having a manicured garden appearance. As one looks
on the horizon, it seems that only mountain laurel and spruce grow
here with only an occasional invading stunted oak tree that don't
reach more than six feet high.

It was not long until we reached a precipice over Potomac
Valley to the east. We stand on the edge of the Allegheny Mountain
province and look to the ridge and valley province, two very differ-
ent geologic zones.

(Continued on next page)



(Continued from previous page)

We then turned and head south east along the ridge to-
wards Bear Rocks. The low growing vegetation was thick and sev-
eral small and unstable rock barrens made progress slow. We
circled adense spruce patch, crossed a rock barren and arrived at
another stunning overlook into the Potomac Valley. A small spot for
atent had been cut out of a tree to make an interesting campsite on
the flat rock with a thirty foot drop to boulders below. We continued
across Bear Rocks to reach the cars where we drove Dave back to
his car as he had to return home.

The four of us readied our backpacks and departed across
a small grassy meadow and into low heaths to follow the ridgeline.
After only ten minutes we had reached a very nice camp site that
has no sign of usage and has a fantastic view to the east. Among
low and wind swept heaths it has several large and very flat rocks
up to thirty feet across that make an ideal place to sit and talk or set
up stoves for cooking meals. It's as if mother nature put the rocks
there, knowing that we’d use them for. We dropped our packs and
explored further south along the ridge where we discovered a wind
shaped rock that resembles an alligator. We then returned to camp
to set up our tents and cook dinner.

Sunset was spectacularly red as it set among some rocks
to the west. This was a summer solstice sunset - the end of one of
the longest days of the year. Then it slowly darkened and we en-
joyed the warm temperatures and calm air. This was the firsttime |
had camped on the ridge in such still air. The moon was almostin
full phase and it was bright enough that we could see our sur-
roundings quite well. We listened to and watched several night
hawks shrilling and buzzing in the twilight air.

After some time and with the aid of such bright moonlight,
we noticed what at first we thought was a low flying night hawk
coming towards us. It was much larger and flew differently with
more flapping action. It started an attempt to land on my tent only
fifteen feet away. This was when | realized it was an owl with a
wingspan of at least five feet. Perhaps it noticed the four of us
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sitting on the rock. It aborted its landing and flew away to the
south. We never heard any flapping sound despite it flapping vig-
orously. Owls use their stealth to catch prey at night.

The weather was so nice, the bright moon was out and the
scenery so spectacular we were happy to stay up to talk about the
owl and observe our surroundings until about midnight before we
retired to our tents. It was my hope that sunrise would be as spec-
tacular as sunset. Our campsite on the ridge looking over the val-
ley to the east was on purpose so that we may enjoy it.

The next morning came and | awoke only a few minutes
before the sun rose above the horizon. However the sky just wasn't
as spectacular as I've seen before. It's hit and miss for any sun-
rise or sunset. Eric enjoyed the sunrise and | used this opportunity
to get more sleep.

Emilie and Charity were not up for the rugged two mile hike
over the many rocks and through tough heaths that would finish
our Odyssey. They hiked back to the cars at Bear Rocks while Eric
and | hiked the length of the ridge towards the Blackbird Knob
trailhead. We hiked by and through several oddly shaped rock for-
mations created by the frequent gale force winds up here. Broad
mountain vistas lay to the east while we hiked through large open
heath meadows that are constantly pruned by winds. When | hike
up here | often get the feeing I'm in some far away land rather than
in West Virginia as the vegetation is so different. Every tree’s
branches point east and any shelter from the winds a rock creates
is occupied by dense vegetation. This ridgeline has the best heath
and rock meadows in West Virginia that I've yet found. Why the
forest service hasn't established a trail here is unknown to me as
the location is perfect.

We departed the ridge to head west toward the cars and
walked through a nice, slightly boggy, meadow. We reached the
cars only a few minutes later. | will have fond memories of this
outing for many years to come.

| hope to host a similar hike next year and hope you will
consider joining a West Virginia Highlands Conservancy Odyssey
Outing!

MOUNTAIN ODYSSEY BIKES GREENBRIER RIVER TRAIL

By Susan Bly

OnJuly 19, Judy Smoot, Jason Rainvilleand | were shuttled by
Appalachian Sport upto Cass. Thebasefor our adventurewasWatoga
State Park wherewe had spent the night previoudly. Appalachian Sport
inMarlintonishighly recommended for shuttling onthe Greenbrier.

After starting at 10:30 with abeautiful sunny morning for our
setting, we set off on a36 milebikerideback to Watoga. Thissection of
trail isquite scenicfollowing bendsin theriver with views of the moun-
tainsalongtheway. Our only qualmwastheexcessiveuseof gravel in
some sections, causing our biketiresto wallow about abit. Jason hadto
deal with afaulty tubewhich kept going flat on him. Being the prepared
fellow that heis, he quickly put another tubein. We enjoyed riding
through the SharpsM ountaintunnel and exploreditsentrances. Several
nicebridgesaong theway. Theonel found photogenic wasabridge
built around 1920 by Bethlehem Steel. Weathering had turned the steel
from black to brownto rust orange. Wewatched people kayaking and
canoeing hereand there on the River and al so passed fellow bikersas
they enjoyed the path aswell. For an afternoon break, we stoppedin
Marlinton at the depot for somefreelemonadeand alook at the Pioneer
Daysfedtivitiesintown. A few mileslater wewereriding into Watoga.

Thenext day didn’t go off aswell asthe previous. Judy fought
physicd illnessfrom acold and stomach complicationsbeforetheride.
Thankfully shefelt better by lunchtime. Appalachian Sportsshuttled us
again down to North Caldwell wherewe started off in sunshine. This

section of trail haslessinteresting pointsof interest and so we saw fewer
folks out and about. We had lunch on alarge boulder along theriver. On
oneof therocks, Jason pointed out the large amount of crayfish shells.
Thismight be afavorite raccoon fishing spot.

Oncewewereback onthetrail it beganto sprinkle. That'seasy
enough to handle, except the sprinkleturned into steady rain, which turned
into adownpour at times. Wedid not bring raingear, aswetrusted the
faulty reportsgiven by the Westher Channel, stating only cloudy westher.
Bah, humbug. | must tell on myself (as| told onthe others) inthat | did
awipeoutinthegrass. | gathered too much slippery mudin my front
wheel whileriding through agravelless spot onthe path. Not realizing
themud wasthere| decided to crossover awet grassy medianto the other
side. My bikeand | gathered more muck from the ground.

Needlessto say we pushed on, pedaling fast at timesto keep our-
selveswarm. Droop Mountain Tunnel gave usabit of respitefromthe
rain for about 15 minutes. By then we had started to cool down and
needed to speed ahead to keep the chill off. Wefinished our 44-miledog
covered in mud from thewaist down, but ahot shower helped usforget
our troubles. A warm, filling supper inMarlintonlet ussleep like babies
inour tentswhiletherain played on.



By Diana Kile Green

Editor’sNote: Later thisfall, public noticeswill
appear in the EIkinsnewspaper concer ningthe
upcoming “release” of someold coal mining per-
mitsin theupper ShaversFork watershed. We
thought it would be of interest to our members
to provide background on the complicated con-
servation transaction that has quietly protected
Cheat Mountain from any future coal mining.

In June of 2000, more than ten years of
effort and patience culminated in the transfer of
730 acres of surface rights and 57,300 acres of
deep coa mineral rights on Cheat Mountain to
The Nature Conservancy for later conveyance to
the Monongahela National Forest. The ownership
of those properties was transferred through a com-
plex arrangement of both sale and donation by the
Elk River Land Company, L.P. — an out-of -state
investment group that had acquired
the properties in 1990 from the pre- =4
vious owner, Mower Limited Partner-
ship. ~
The surface tract encom-l'_'r
passes 7,000 feet of frontage directly!
on the Shavers Fork River at Cheat:
Bridge. The 57,300 acres of coal 4
rights underlie Forest Service prop-§
erty that stretches from the old town
of Spruce downstream to the High

Mountains. Assuch, any futuremin-|
ing activities within those coa re-|.
serves could have threatened thefs.
many rare animals and plants that |
occur there. Of course, those mining
activities could also have negatively
impacted the upper Shavers Fork, as nearly 38
miles(!) of theriver flow through the mineral prop-
erties.

Shortly after its acquisition of the proper-
tiesin 1990, Elk River Land Company approached
Ed Maguire of Charleston and Lewisburg and
asked him to help “package” the properties for a
saleto the U.S. Forest Service. Maguire had just
“retired” at that time from a decade-long tenure
as WV State Director of The Nature Conservancy
and was very experienced in garnering congres-
sional appropriations for expansive tracts of lands.

Maguire agreed to coordinate the effort
through his land company, The Highlands Group,
Inc. He eventually succeeded in getting the prop-
erties added to the list of approved sites for fed-
eral land acquisition in 1992. In fact, purchase of
the Cheat Mountain mineral and surface proper-
ties by the Forest Service was on track to occur in
the spring of 1993 when an unfortunately timed
press release from then-Congressman Bob Wise
— inwhich he praised the government’ sintended
acquisition of “these new WILDERNESS lands’
in Pocahontas and Randolph Counties— resulted
in a backlash from folks who wanted no further
purchase of public lands in their local communi-
ties. Not surprisingly, Senate Appropriations
Chairman Robert Byrd suddenly lost interest in a
congressiona appropriation for the acquisition as
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aresult of that public outcry.

With prospects for a sdle to the federa
government suddenly removed, the owners in-
structed Maguire to seek private buyers for both
the surface lands and the coa properties. A few
major players in the cod industry reviewed the
property package and serioudly considered a re-
opening of the underground mines— al of which
had been shut down in the winter of 1987. At the
same time, plans for residentia lot development
of the Cheat Bridge surface tract that had been
put together by a previous owner wereaso “revis-
ited”.

Fortunately, no substantive purchase or
lease offers for the mineral properties from well-
established national concerns were generated.
Instead the owners were tempted by purchase of-
fers from new players in the coal industry and/or
investment speculators with no track record for

claim all of the permit sites to the complete satis-
faction of the Forest Service. The justification
for such an accommodation was that it would fa-
cilitate placement of this ecologicaly significant
minerals estate into the “ public domain”. Armed
with that commitment by D.E.P., EIk River Land
Company initiated the full reclamation of the per-
mit sites in August of 1998 — a task that took a
full year to complete and cost nearly $900,000.

Unfortunately, the federa Office of Sur-
face Mining — which had an oversight role due
to the project involving federal lands — informed
the parties late in the reclamation process that it
would refuse an accelerated permit release, regard-
less of any public benefits that it might have pro-
duced. O.S.M. noted that it didn't necessarily
want to “kill the deal”, but their regulations pro-
vided no specific provisions for an accelerated
release of permits.

Inresponseto O.S.M.’ sinabil-
ity to accommodate any flexibility on
the permit release timetable,
Monongahela National Forest officias

’ reversed their earlier position and
agreed to accept an assgnment from Elk
River Land Company of those permit
responsibilities. They did thisin large
part because the permit sites had just
been reclaimed and there were no envi-
[ ronmenta risksinvolved. Thus, al that
was needed to meet O.S.M. require-
. ments was for some entity to formally
. ; “signon” to the permits until they be-
. = came eligible for Final Release status
under a conventiona timetable.
At about this same time — the
spring of 1999 — another complication

mining such remote and environmentally sensitive
lands. Maguire succeeded in convincing the part-
ners in Elk River Land Company that a sdle or
lease of the minerals to such entities would put at
risk the well-established environmental stability
a the former mine sites. Were any of the “tire
kicker” prospects to fail in their operation of the
reopened mines, Maguire's clients could have been
saddled with the consequences.

Late in 1997 Maguire persuaded Elk
River Land Company to instead consider a dona-
tion of the minerd properties, since such a gift
could produce a significant charitable deduction.
However, even that seemingly simple task turned
out to be profoundly complicated, in large part
because of the presence of some mining regula
tory permits that had been I€ft in-place on the prop-
erties. The Forest Service very much wanted to
acquire the privately owned minera rights under
their surface properties on Cheat Mountain. After
al, the agency was willing to consider their pur-
chase just a few years previously. However, the
Forest Service did not want to accept any respon-
sibilities for getting the mine permits formally re-

Initially the West Virginia Division of
Environmental Protection indicated that it would
endeavor to accelerate the “release” of the per-
mits [F Elk River Land Company would first re-

developed when the Forest Service
learned that its available funding for the acquisi-
tion component of the property transfer would be
inadequate to complete a purchase during the cur-
rent fisca year. Such a delay could have jeopar-
dized the entire transaction. Maguire responded
by immediately approaching The Nature Conser-
vancy to seek their assistance in providing interim
financing for the acquisition. Due to the signifi-
cant ecological impact the acquisition of the prop-
erties would have on the upper Shavers Fork wa
tershed, that international land conservation group
readily offered to assist.

So much, so good, until August of 1999
when nationd staff of the Forest Service and law-
yers in the Office of Genera Counsel determined
that they could not follow through on the agency’s
previous offer to take over the permit responsi-
bilities. Asthey repeatedly noted, the Forest Ser-
vice decision had little to do with the environ-
mentally benign sites on Cheat Mountain. They
were instead concerned about the precedent such
apermit assignment could set for other mine per-
mit sites on national forest lands, particularly at
some “really nasty” sitesin the West.

Thus, in spite of the combined effort and
good intentions of all parties concerned, this prop-
erty transfer teetered on the brink of collapse in
thefall of 1999. The owners, whose patience had
waned considerably, were forced to again consider
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Fall Review 2002

Canaan Valley Celebration

This years Fall Review will be held in Canaan Valley October 16-19 (note date change). We will be joining Canaan Valley Institute,
which has put together a wonderful Celebration of Canaan Valley.

The Highlands Conservancy has plenty to celebrate when it comes to Canaan Valley! For over 30 years, the Highlands Conservancy
has made protection of this jewel, the headwaters of the Blackwater River, among it's top priorities. From successfully stopping the
dam that would have flooded nearly half the state’s entire acreage of wetlands, to the declaration of Canaan Valley as a National
Natural Landmark, to the establishment of the Nation’s 500th National Wildlife Refuge, to the continued land acquisition, most re-
cently bringing 12,000 acres of Allegheny Power lands into the Refuge making a total of over 15,000 acres, the Highlands Conser-
vancy has beenthere. Yes, celebrate we must. Butjust briefly, There are still critical acreage left to protect in Canaan. And just
downstream destructive forces are still at work in the Blackwater Canyon.

But for this week in October, in the Heart of this West Virginia Gem, at the peak of the Fall foliage display, we will celebrate. The
Highlands Conservancy is proud of it's accomplishments in protecting Canaan Valley, and we thank the Canaan Valley Institute for
bringing together such a comprehensive program highlighting, and exposing some of the many wonders of Canaan.

The event is organized into 2 separate sessions. All events take place in the main lodge at Canaan Valley State Park.

-Technical Symposium: Wednesday evening, October 16 - Friday afternoon, October 18: Scientific & technical presentations on natural history;
geology; fish, birds, and wildlife; native plants and forests; climate; and the cultural & economic history of Canaan Valley. Registration for this portion of
the program is $100.00

- Open Forum, Public Tours & Celebration: Friday evening, October 18 & all day Saturday October 19:Everything you ever wanted to know about
Canaan Valley from Native Americans to skiing: Twenty minute presentations and question and answer periods throughout the day Saturday on natural
history; geology; fish, birds and wildlife; native plants and forests; climate; and the cultural, economic, and recreational history of Canaan Valley. There
will also be Friday afternoon afternoon field trips to Thomas & Davis, to the north and south ends of the Valley, through Blackwater Falls State Park, and

on the Canaan Valley State Park ski lift; evening barbecue; entertainment by Gandydancer and the Valley Ridge Studio; and historical monologue by

“Porte Crayon.”

TheWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy will host areception and cookout Saturday evening beginning at 4:30 at acabininthe State Park.
Peter Shoenfeld will host usat hishousein Old Timberline on Sunday for breakfast beginning at 7am. Theannual Highlands Conservancy
membership meeting will begin there at 9am with the Board of Directors meeting held immediately following. Questionscall Dave Savilleat

304-284-9548 or daves@l abyrinth.net

More About Cheat Mountain
(Continued from previous
page)

a sde of the mineras estate to a coal concern —
any cod concern.

In response Maguire turned to West Vir-
ginia Third District Congressman, Nick Rahall.
Maguire had worked with Rahall’s staff on other
river-related projects in the past. In addition,
Rahall wasfamiliar with the Cheat Mountain prop-
erties as he had been supportive of their acquisi-
tion via purchase by the Forest Service at the be-
ginning of Maguire's involvement in the early
1990's. As a congressman with significant influ-
ence with the involved agencies, Rahall was the
perfect candidate to assist in helping the parties
find away to successfully complete this now con-
voluted property transfer.

Congressman Rahall called al of the in-
volved parties to a meeting on Capitol Hill in
October 1999. At that meeting it was decided
that a new West Virginia non-profit entity — the
Cheat Mountain Trust — would be crested to serve
as the “steward” for the mining permits. Its sole
responsibility would be to accept an assignment
of the remaining regulatory permits, including all
bonding, monitoring, and reporting requirements

attached to them, until they were eligible for Fi-
nal Release. The government agencies — state
and federd — formally pledged their cooperation
to the Trust in helping it meet those regulatory
requirements and in getting the permits released
under aconventional timetable. Asaresult of this
combined effort, the permits will remain in place
until the expiration of the five-year requirement.
Some will meet that deadline this fall while the
balance of the permits will become €eligible for
release status next year.

The Elk River Land Company agreed to
fund the Trust, hence the need for the sale portion
of the minera transfer versus an outright donation
of dl of the property interests. Even so, the ap-
praised value of the gift portion of the transaction
was more than $4 million. Assuch, it represents
one of the largest charitable donations of a con-
servation property interest in the state's history.

Thus, with the patient cooperation of the
Elk River Land Company partners, aong with
considerable participation and cooperation by the
Forest Service, the Division of Environmental Pro-
tection, the federal Office of Surface Mining, the
timely financial involvement and organizational
support of The Nature Conservancy, and the criti-
cal intervention of Congressman Rahall, the full
package of properties was finally conveyed to the
Conservancy in late June of 2000. Those prop-
erty interests have since been transferred by the

Conservancy to the Monongahela National For-
est.

As you can seg, this turned out to be an
immensely complicated project. Its successful
conclusion is owed to anumber of factors, not the
least of which was the strong commitment by al
parties to find away to “get it done”. Perhaps it
will serve as a model for the crestive disposition
of other large minera estates under conservation
lands. In the meantime, thirty-eight miles of the
cleanest river in West Virginia have been protected
from the negative impacts of future mining and
more than a mile of Shavers Fork shoreline at
Chesat Bridge has been spared from future devel-
opment pressures.

For additional details about this project,
contact Ed Maguire with The Highlands Group,
Inc. in Charleston at (304) 343-4343.

Diana Kile Green is a long-time member of the
Highlands Conservancy. She' s the author of Trout
Unlimited's “Guide to Catch and Release Trout
Streams’ and has written numerous articlesfor the
Gazette and Wonderful WV over the years.



Canaan Valley Celebration
Sponsor ed by the Canaan Valley I nstitutel echnical Sessions

Wednesday, October 16, 2002
3:00 pmDisplay and poster set up Maple Room
3-7:00 pm Registration Lobby
6:30 pmPoster Session & Social Balsam Room
Opening Remarks, Kiena Smith, CVI
WV’ sSub-artic Tundra: Dolly Sods Balsam Room
Joseph Henry, Nature Photographer
Selected Readings by L eeM aynard, Author of Crum

8:00 pm

Thursday, October, 17, 2002
Registration Lobby
Opening Session Balsam Room
KienaL. Smith, Executive Director, CVI|
Keynote Address
J. Bruce Wallace, Professor of Entomology & Ecology,
University of Georgia
Break Maple Room
Geology of Canaan Valley Balsam Room
David L. Matchen, WV Geological & Economic Survey
InvasivePlantsin CanaanValley
William Grafton, WV U Extension Service
Ronald H. Fortney, Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engi-
neering, WVU
Rare Plant Communities of the Blackwater Watershed
Ronald H. Fortney, Dept. of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, WV U
Steven Stephenson, Dept of Biology, Fairmont State College
11:35 TheFernow Experimental Forest: History of Research
M.B. Adams& J.N. Kochenderfer, USDA Forest Service
Lunch Maple Room

7-9:00 am
9:00 am

9:15am

10:10
10:20

10:45

11:10

12:00 pm

Concurrent Session A, Wildlife—PineRoom
1:30 Amphibiansof the Canaan Valley Drainage

ThomasK. Pauley, Department of Biological Science, MU
1:55 Temporal Variationin Songbird Abundanceon Grasslands

inCanaanValley, West Virginia

JamesT. Anderson, WV U, Division of Forestry,

Wildlifeand Fisheries Resources Program

Kelly A. Warren, Canaan Valley National WildlifeRefuge
2:20 In-situ bioassay Response of Freshwater Musselsto

Acid MineDrainage Pollution anditsMitigation

Janet L. Clayton, Shelly A. Miller, Raymond Menendez

West VirginiaDivision of Natural Resources

2:45 Break Maple Room
3:05 Waterfowl Surveysin Canaan Valley: 1980-1993

Edwin D. Michael, Division of Forestry, WV U, Emeritus
3:20 Headwater Stream Are Critical Componentsof Healthy

Appalachian Ecosystems
Ben M. Stout |11, Department of Biology,

Wheeling Jesuit University

Concurrent Session B—Balsam SpruceRoom

1:30 White-Tailed Deer Browseon Balsam Fir in Canaan Valley
Chad Cherefko, USDA NRCS,

Coallin Fridley, Jason Medsger, Melvin Woody, & JamesT.

Ander son, West VirginiaUniversity, Division of Forestry,
Wildlifeand Fisheries Resources Program

1:55 RarePlantsof Canaan Valley andtheDolly Sods
Rodney L. Bartgis, The Nature Conservancy
Ronald H. Fortney, WV U, Dept. of Civil and
Environmental Engineering

2:20 Vegetation of Old-Field Habitatsin the Canaan
Kelly A. Warren, Canaan Valley National WildlifeRefuge
JamesT. Anderson, WV U, Division of Forestry,
Wildlifeand Fisheries Resources Program

2:45 Break Maple Room
3:05pm Plant Communitiesof Abe’ sRun, CanaanValley State Park

James Rentch & James Ander son, Division of Forestry
Ronald H. Fortney, Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, WVU
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320 Age Estimates Of Cinnamon and I nterrupted Fern Colonies
Andréa Faust & Raymond L. Peter sen, Biology
Department, Howard University

Evening General Session

6:00 pm Poster Session & Social

7:00 Guest Speaker - Dr. William Mitsch,
Professor of Natural Resourcesand Environmental Science
and Director of the Olentangy River Wetland Research Park
at the Ohio State University

Maple Room

Friday, October 18, 2002

Gener al Session —Balsam Spruce Room
BaselineWater Quality Assessment for Environmental |mpact
Avoidance: TheBeaver Creek Watershed
Roger C. Viadero, Jr. & Ronald H. Fortney, Dept. of
Civil and Environmental Engineering, WVU
Characterization of SoilsDevelopingin MaterialsMined for
Upper Freeport Coal
Jennifer Lanham, John Sencindiver, & Jeff Skousen,
West VirginiaUniversity Division of Plant and Soil Sciences
9:20 Characteristics of Wetland SoilsImpacted by Acid Drainage
Kyle Stephens, John Sencindiver, Jeff Skousen,
WV U, Division of Plant and Soil Sciences
Analysisof Water Quality Datafor the Blackwater River
Jessica Smith, West VirginiaUniversity
Break
Panel Discussion:
What isthe Value of the Research on Canaan Valley and the
Surrounding Area? What arethe GapsthisResearch?
Moderator —Ronald Fortney, WV U
12:30 pm Field Trips Beprepared with good hiking boots or shoesand
raingear. Advanced Registration Required and an additional $6.00 (Box lunch
included)

8:30am

8:55am

9:45am

10:10
10:30am

Maple Room

Field Trip #1—North End of the Valley. Not handicap accessibl ; intermediate
to advanced hiking. One of themost spectacular, viewsof Canaan Valley. Discus-
sion of thefloraof Canaan Valley.

Guide: Ron Fortney, West VirginiaUniversity. Meet inthemain |obby of the
conference center at 12:30 p.m.

Field Trip #2—Bus& Walking Tour through Canaan Valley and Historic
Thomas and Davis. Handicap accessibl e; easy to moderatewal king. Stopsat sites
in Canaan Valley, Thomas, Davis, and Blackwater Falls.

Guides: Cindy Phillips, Canaan Valley Institute & Ed Michael. Meetinthemain
|obby of the conference center at 12:30 p.m.

Field Trip #3—Walking Tour of the Canaan Valley Wildlife Refuge. Not
handicap accessible; easy to intermediate hiking. Guided tour through different
trailsand areasof therefuge, including wetlands, grasslands, bird nesting grounds,
andthevisitor’ scenter, with ageneral talk of the history and purpose of the
refugeanditsplantsand wildlife.

Guide: JackieBurns, Canaan Valley Wildlife Refuge. Meet in themain lobby of
the conference center at 12:30 p.m.

Field Trip #4—View of Canaan Valley fromBald Knob.Beginningtointerme-
diatelevel hiking; not handicap accessible. Ridethechair lift at CanaanValley
State Park and hiketo thetop of Bald Knob. Ridethelift down or hike back to
the Park. Lift ticketscomplimentsof TheWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy.
Meet at the Canaan Valley ski lodgeat 12:30 p.m. Guides, Ben Stout, Dept. of
Biology, Wheeling Jesuit University and Chip Chase, Whitegrass Ski Touring
Center in Canaan Valley.

Afternoon & Evening, Friday, October 18, 2002

Celebration Session begins

3-6:00 pm Registration

6:00 pmSocial & Poster Session Balsam Spruce Room
Jim Clark, WV Photographer -Mason Jars&
Memories 6:30
Excerpt from Coming of Age by E. Reid Gilbert,
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Valley Ridge Studios—PineRoom 7:30 5:45 A Valley Called Canaan—abook by Edwin Michael,
Division of Forestry, WV U, Emeritus
Saturday, October 19, 2002 6:05 Blackwater Chronicles- anew edition edited by Timothy
Sweet, English Department, West VirginiaUniversity
Free Day for the Public — Registration Suggested Additional remarksby Geoff George, WV U Press
6:30 Porte Crayon - Noel Tenney, West VirginiaFolklife Center
7:30 Registration/ Information Lobby at Fairmont State College (al so performing at 10:00 am,
830 General Sessionsbegin Balsam - Spruce 12:45and 6:30inthe Hawthorne-Birch Room)
8:30 AnEcological View of the Prehistory of Canaan Valley 7:00-9:00 GandyDancer —Old Time String Band
Geor ge Constantz Canaan Valey Institute Concurrent Saturday Activities (all day)
9:15 Rock On: Geologic Overview of CanaanValley, aBillion
Y earsof the Past and 10 Million Y earsinto the Future 1. Doug Wood and Diane Anestis—Native American Reenactment
J. Steven Kite, Dept. of Geology & Geography, WVU Lawnoverlookingicerink and swimming pool
Robert E. Behling, Dept. of Geology & Geography, WVU 2. Tucker County Vendors- Pine Room
9:40 TheDirt on Canaan: Soilsof CanaanValley 3. Porte Crayon Display by WV U Archives- Hemlock Room
John Sencindiver, WVU, Div. of Plant and Soil Sciences 4. McClain Printing Company —Holly Room
Kevin Thomas, WV U, Div. of Plant and Soil Sciences 5. Porte Crayon Portrayal by Noel Tenney, performinginthe Hawthorne—
Jason Teets, USDA-NRCS Birch Room at 10:00 am, 12:45 pm and 6:30 pm.
10:05 Windsof Change: Climate Trendsin Canaan Valley
Christoph A. Vogel, NOAA Atmospheric Turbulence and Lodging
Diffusion Division, and Oak Ridge Associated Universities, Wehave procured one cabin (sleeps6) in Canaan Valley State Park.
assignedtoCanaanValley Institute We havealso had abeautiful vacation homein Timberline (sleeps 15)
Robert J. L effler, NOAA National Weather Service, donated to usfor our use during the weekend.
Office of Climate, Water, and Weather Services Campingisavailableinthecampgroundsat Canaan Valley State Park.
10:30 Break Maple Room Rooms areavailableinthe State Park Lodge. Call 1-800-622-4121
10:45 A River RunsThrough It: USGeological Survey Studiesof
Canaan Vdley Hydrology
DouglasB. Chambers, Jeffrey B. Wiley, and Mark D. Registration
Kozar, U. S. Geological Survey, Water Resources Division, Name
Charleston, West Virginia
11:10 Of Brookies, Birdsand Beavers: the | nterrel ationships of Address
Canaan Valley' sAquatic Habitat
Craig D. Snyder, United States Geological Survey, Leetown City State Zlp
Science Center.
Ben M. Stout |11, Dept. of Biology, Wheeling Jesuit U. Phone E-mail
JohnA. Y oung, United States Geol ogical Survey, L eetown
Science Center amount #of people Total
11:35 Historic View of the Blackwater River Fishery
Peter E. Zurbuch, WV DNR (retired) Technical Sessions10/16-18 $100.00 $
12:00-1:30  Lunch —0On your own —Canaan Valley Resort will havea Friday Fieldtripboxlunch $6.00
BBQ Lunch availableon thelawn in front of thelodge over looking the $

pool and icerink —Seating in the Hawthor ne-Birch Rooms
1:30 Loggers& Railers: Thel ogging & Railroading History Lodging $15/nite $
of Canaan Valley and Surrounding Area
Kenneth Carvell, WVU Division of Forestry, retired Fall Review $10.00
1.55 Feathers& Fur: Historical Review of Wildlife Management $
inCanaanValley and Surrounding Area (sat. dinner, Sunday breakfast and lunch)
Walter A. Lesser, WV DNR, retired
Jack . Cromer, WV Division of Natural Resources, retired TOTALS$
2:20 Unique Plant and Animal Speciesof CanaanValley Field trip
Brian R. McDonald, Wildlife Diversity Program, Wildlife # Field Trip #1—North End of the Valley
Resources Section, WV Division of Natural Resources
2:45 AnOverview of the Birdsof Canaan Valley # Field Trip #2—Tour Canaan Valley, Thomas& Davis
John E. Northeimer, Canaan Valley Resort State Park
310 Break Maple Room # Field Trip #3—Tour of the Canaan Valley Wildlife Refuge
325 Tucker County’sTree Army: aHistory of the Civilian
Conservation Corps, 1933-1942 # Field Trip #4—View of Canaan Valley fromBald Knob
LarryN. Sypolt, West VirginiaUniversity, Institutefor the
History of Technology and I ndustrial Archaeology Mail toWV HighlandsConservancy
3:50 History of the Ski Industry in Canaan Valley PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321
John Lutz Timberline Four Seasons Resort
415 Canaan Valley National WildlifeRefuge
Jackie Burns, Recreation Director, Canaan Valley NWR
4:40 Canaan Valley: Promised Land or Battleground for Outdoor
Recreation and Nature-based Tourism
SteveSelin, Associate Professor, Recreation, Parks, and
Tourism Resources, West VirginiaUniversity
5:05 $3$3$: An Economic Perspectivefor the 218 Century
Jerald J. Fletcher, Natural Resource AnalysisCenter and
Division of Resource Management, WU
5:30 Conference Summary and CD Proceedings
JamesT. Ander son,WVU
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WHY WE NEED WILDERNESS

Editor’ snote: Thefollowingisthetes
timony given by Ed Hamrick in 1982, speaking
infavor of the establishment of the Cranberry
Wilderness. Mr. Hamrick isthecurrent Direc-
tor of theWest VirginiaDepartment of Natural
Resources. Mr. Hamrick recently supplied the
photograph that accompaniesthisstory.

My nameisEd Hamrick. | anthePres-
dent of the Marshall University Student Body,
Huntington, West Virginia

Tonight you will hear both sides of the
story supposedly, and therewill be those who
giveyou scientific studiesand statistical data
informing you of how thisareacan be mined
and timber can be harvested without harming
the natural environment. There are somewho
would evenwishto turn the backcountry intoa
grazingarea. | do not relishthethought of hik-
ing and backpacking in acow pasture. | do not
want to be constantly watching where | might
sep.

| would liketo read to you tonight not a
pleafor the Cranberry, but apleafor life.

Seated at the table to testify in favor of
wilderness designation are (Speakers’
rightto left) Larry George, Linda Coo-
per, and Ed Hamrick.

Therewasonceatimewhentheworld
knew truepeace. All riversand streamswere
pureandlife-sustaining. Animalslivedin coex-
istencewiththeir environment.

Then, with the emergence of man, be-
gan the systematic rape and destruction of the
very life-giving source we are dependent upon
for survival, our own environment. | amreluc-
tant to believethat mankind does not havethe
foresight to once and for all put astoptothis
viciousdilemma.

Theanimals, streamsand forestsare
defenselessagaingt thisunrelenting attack. So
we, ashuman beings, who arethevery root of
thisevil problem, must rapidly come to our
senses and put astop to this ultimate destruc-
tionnow.

Thereal issueisnot the preservation of
the Cranberry Backcountry, but ultimately the
preservation of the human race.

| want my grandchildren to experience
thetranquillity of aclear mountain streamina
Wildernesssetting, to drink fromitswaterswith-

out fear of disease or pollution. | want them to
experiencetheexcitement and mystery of see-
ingwild animalsintheir natural habitat.

Inasense, | want thefuture generations
tobefree. Freetoliveand coexist with nature,
which God hasso gracioudly giventous, tolove
and to cherish, but not to abuse. Thetimeto
end thispotential nightmareisnow, notinthe
future.

Because when future generations
awaken to seetheir forestsand stresmsreplaced
by concreteand steel, thenit will truly betoo
late.

We, the Student Representatives of
Marshall University, urge the leaders of the
proud state of West Virginiato set precedence
by protecting theenvironmentinwhichwelive.
By the power vested in measPresident of the
Marshall University Student Bodly, | would like
to present abill intheform of aresol ution passed
unanimoudy by theMarshall University Student
Senate supporting thefirst Forest Servicepro-
posal to designate the Cranberry backcountry
asWilderness. Thank you.
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THE PUBLIC SPEAKS ON THE MONONGAHELA!

The Forest Service hasrecently solicited publiccomments onthetherevision of the management plan for the
Monongahela National Forest. Here is asample of the comments.

Throughout the year, my family and | make frequent trips to West
Virginia, and the Monongahela National Forest Area. We visit this area
to enjoy the overwhelming wealth of natural beauty and outdoor recre-
ation activities such as camping, kayaking, and hiking that the area has
to offer. The combination of rugged terrain, diverse wildlife, crystal clear
streams and rivers have endeared us to this area.

| support a plan that protects and expands the Monongahela National
Forest.

Eric W Rees

Elkins, WV

| have often camped at Dolly Sods and hiked in the Monongahela. |
have wonderful memories of the Forest. | would hate to see it spoiled in
any way. This is a very popular National Forest; everyone is starting to
come to West Virginia! Please keep it unspoiled. So many love and
need the place, and I'm not just talking about PEOPLE — songbirds,
wildlife, cranberries and native plants. Keep it wild!

Patressa G. Kearns

Charles Town, WV

It is with great concern that | hear that the management plan is up for
review. With the astronomically rapid loss of forested areas in the
eastern US we are very fortunate to have this wonderful treasure in our
state. Please read carefully the recommendations below and remember
that if we lose the intact forest now we will never be able to replace the
fragile balance of life that exists there now.

Wilbur L Hershberger

Hedgesville, WV

| am very concerned about the use of the forests in West Virginia and
would like to take this opportunity to let you know how important it is to
carefully manage what little is left. If we allow profiteering at the ex-
pense of our forests then we have stooped very low and generations to
come will be robbed of our beautiful natural history and will soon have
none to manage.

Diana Cummins

Harpers Ferry, WV

My name is, Curtis Rohrbaugh, and | am an avid user of the Mon
National forest. This is by far one of the greatest assets to the state of
WV. | travel into the forest almost on a daily basis for adventure in
kayaking, mountain. biking, hiking, etc. | think that if the outdoor pursu-
ers that utilize this land were to say the best thing that could happen to
the Mon National forest is to leave it the way it is. This land needs to be
kept as a pristine environment, for all that inhabit it. The issues on such
things as, logging and mining are to major factors on the future of this
great, amazing forest. Restrictions are necessary for the welfare and
future of this land. It is not wise for business men/women to have open
access to the Monongahela National Forest. It is evident that the largest
use for this area is for recreation. This land needs to be preserved and
kept a special place for everyone that use it now and for all those to
come. This is God's country, which is,

a wonderful place and it needs to be kept to its natural state. | thank you
for you to take the time to hear what | have to say.

Curtis P Rohrbaugh

Morgantown, WV

Also please consider reintroduction of extinct species such as mountain
lion, elk, wolf, and bison to large wilderness areas.

David R Essig-Beatty

Lewisburg, WV

| have a deep personal interest regarding the issue of use of the
Monongahela National Forest. We are fortunate to have property that
borders the forest in the magnificent Canaan Valley and we hike there
extensively as often as we can. It is spectacular in its wildness and we
are especially blessed to be so close to the Dolly Sods Wilderness

Preserve (and hope for its planned expansion to the north sooner rather
than later). We have also witnessed the horror of logging on the Allegh-
eny Power land that the Canaan Valley Refuge just purchased. | under-
stand the necessity for logging; that it is a renewable resource, that it is
also an opportunity for employment...but | urge you to wander the area
that has just been logged to see the carnage that has been left in the
wake of “progress and industry”. There has to be a better way and there
has to be more intentional management of this wondrous resource.
Elizabeth Pollock

Perrysburg, OH

I simply implore you to do everything in your power to revise the man-
agement plan in a manner that favors conservation over development.
The future generations of all flora and fauna thank you in advance.
Mark A Diehl

Cumberland, MD

In general, | feel that the Monongahela National Forest should be
managed to promote wilderness habitat and non degrading recreational
opportunities for people. | do not want the forest exploited for wood
products or other resources.

Bert Lustig

Berkeley Springs, WV

| am very concerned about the future of the Monongahela National
Forest. | have loved the Mon since my first visit to Otter Creek as a
fourth grader just entering Boy Scouts. As a college student at WV
Wesleyan, | made frequent trips to Otter Creek, Spruce Knob, and
numerous trails. Two of my closest friends held their marriage cer-
emony in the forest. Now as a Graduate Student at WVU, | continue to
enjoy the Mon. This spring | visited the area around Black Water Falls
for the first time. | feel that the forest has shaped who | am; it is very
important to me that it continue to be cared for, so that | and others like
me may continue to benefit and grow from exposure to it.

Dominic J Ashby

Morgantown, WV

The Monongahela National Forest, along with other nearby forested
regions in the eastern US, will only grow more valuable in the coming
decades as a centrally located retreat from the ever expanding urban
sprawl. All the managers and powers that be have to do is not sell it off
to the extractive resources industries. Extractive resource profits are
short term for the benefit of a few. Conservation and improvement to the
forest yields long term benefits for all of us. Please design the new
management plan for the life of the forest and not for profits.

Douglas L. Hurst

Fayetteville, WV

My wife and I live in Ohio and have a vacation home about 7 hours away
in Canaan Valley. The long drive to Canaan Valley is made timeless by
our enthusiasm about the incredible opportunities to hike in the West
Virginia wilderness. | want you to know that without the extensive
Monongahela National Forest | would NOT come to WV! My wife & |
have hiked and backpacked all over the US and Canada and yet we
spend at least one long weekend each month of the year hiking or
snowshoeing in WV.... and we often bring friends. Tourism brings many
assets to WV. Please don't turn us away by exploiting one of the most
beautiful National Forests in North America.

Daniel A Pollock

Perrysburg, OH

HELP
ME!
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THE ORIGINAL FOREST SPEAKS

By Don Gasper

The original forests, those which occurred prior to Euro- The pre-colonial forest partly described here (water in this

pean colonization, are often considered to be the baseline “natural forest has not been) may, in fact, not have been static and un-
forest” condition. This “original” natural forest provides critical in- changing. In its 10,000 year history the ancient forest itself has
formation on forest ecology and can serve as a benchmark against probably changed to quite an extent a number of times after be-
which to measure forest status today, prospects of recovery, and, coming in place after the lastice-age. (This too, is not explored

of course, the results of modern forest management.

Precolonial forests were dominated by complex stands of
long-lived shade-tolerant trees such as spruce, yellow
birch, beech, sugar maple, white pine, and hemlock. Oaks
and the chestnut were important components. Many trees
grew to ages of 150-250 years or more and attained di-
ametersin excess of two feet.

These mature and old growth stands had large
amounts of dead woody material, both standing and down
that stored water, and provided valuable habitat for spe-
cies ranging from fungi and insects to birds and sala-
manders and small and large animals. They contributed
to soil and forest floor building for 10,000 years. Accu-
mulating also, leaves continually captured the few airborne
nutrients over this long time and incorporated them into
its tight nutrient cycling. The original forest with its many
robust back-up systems worked their life sustaining processes up
ontheland. Younger stands, though present, occupied a relatively
small portion of the landscape.

The composition and structure of this forest was always
shaped by site conditions such as soil, weather, and topography.
The dominant disturbances were wind and ice, disease, insects
and fire. This complex pattern of natural disturbance ranges from
frequent small-scale events causing the death of one or a few trees;
to less frequent but more severe events such as severe wind or ice
storms, insect outbreaks or smaller fires that remove a significant
proportion of the canopy at intervals of decades to a few centuries,
to finally catastrophic disturbances (such as hurricanes or intense
fires) that kill most or all trees across hundreds of acres at inter-
vals of many centuries. In addition to lightning caused fires, the
pre-colonial inhabitants set generally limited fires for clearings for
thousands of years. The infrequent occurrence of catastrophic
disturbance contributed to the development of mature and old-
growth conditions across much of the landscape. Early survey
records indicate the original forest had gone at least 150 years and
in many cases over 300 years since a major disturbance.

Alltogether canopy openings naturally formed at relatively
consistent rates across temperate forests. Scholars suggest these
“gaps” average about 1% of the canopy. This dynamic process
occurs throughout the landscape year after year. If it takes 10
years for the canopy to close again, the annual gap formation was
.1%. Most of this occurred in small openings of an acre or less.
Even though stands were constantly subject to disturbances that
created small openings or removed part of the canopy, enough trees
survived to reach large sizes and create complex multi-aged for-
ests dominated by shade-tolerant species. (These small openings
did not modify forest conditions [light, heat, drying] to the extent
modern larger clearcuts do with their large size, site compaction,
and roads. The original forest permitted enough sunlight for tree
species that grew only in the sun to persist in “patches” and be-
come very old big trees and a characteristic component of this
ancient forest.

here.)

We do know it was stable enough to accumulate a
leaf litter and forest floor several feet deep that produced
an organic component to the soil. All this mantle had
great water absorb ability. In addition there was prob-
ably considerable soil depth- surely in some topographies.
Great storms and snow runoff was released slowly with-
out flooding.

Over a vast amount of time this forest floor was pro-
duced by this essentially closed forest canopy with its
interception of snow and rain that was evaporated and
its great root to leaf to air process of transpiration. (At
Parsons, W.V. today of their 58" of rain and snow on
forested watersheds, 7" is evaporated, 20" is transpired
up through trees during the growing season, and there
is aloss of 7" to deep seepage - and run off is 24" (42%). Whatdo
you think these figures were in the original forest with its deep for-
est floor and soil? Would streams flood out of their banks very
often? While the ancient forest floor is as responsible for this canopy
as vice-versa, to achieve this status this canopy could afford only
1% openings (or .1% /yr.).

At the first logging all this changed. That ancient forest,
even its soil mantle, is gone. Changed or gone are the evolved
structures and functions and back-up systems of an ancient for-
est. We have an anemic, fragile, recovering forest. If the canopy
of the eastern pre-colonial forest had only 1% openings, what per-
cent do you think today’s forest should have with today’s substrate?
In the state of Maine in 1997 progressive citizens got their legis-
lators to consider a rate of clearcutting limited to .25% /year in
large forests.

Thus colonial man in his short history found a great forest
carved by the patientfingers of time. They found a natural wonder
that shaped their way of life and much of their thinking. Yet they
did not understand it. Dowe? Today's forest canopy is as much
being cleared again as expanding, but it is rooted in a different
hostile substrate. Though a pathetic remnant, its adaptability and
recovery is amazing, and modern man cares deeply forit. Will he
work to understand it and intelligently seek to assist in its recov-
ery? Will he listen to what our ancient forest might still be trying to
communicate to us about the importance of the forest canopy in
reducing flooding and in landscape recovery?
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NEW STUDY ON CLEARCUTTING AND FLOODING

By Don Gasper

There has been another study on clearcutting effects on
stream flooding published by the U.S.F.S. Hydrological Labin North
Carolina. They are located about like our unit at Parsons, W.Va.,
and do the same kind of work. The work is entitled “Long-term
Hydrologic and Water Quality Responses Following Commercial
Clearcutting of Mixed Hardwoods on a Southern Appalachian Catch-
ment.” q

The long-term considered is about
20years after clearcutting the watersh
of a small 6' wide stream-bed. No stream
side forest border was left. The stream flo
in the first year increased in annual flow
28%. By the year five it had returned td
normal as the canopy though small withi
small roots began to dry the soil. Mostim-§
portantly storm hydrographs just afte
clearcutting show the peak flow rates in
creased 15% and these storm flow volumes
increased 10%. This causes stream chan
nel scour.

Stream flow concentrations of nu
trients in these increased volumes indicatg
as much as 3.2 Ibs./ac. of Calcium (a vita
nutrient) was lost in the third year after thg
clearcut. (This is not a lot, in many cir#
cumstances it is 3X this; and the amountg
over 5 years was equal to roughly 1/2 thggs
annual export of nutrients - at Parsonsgs
W.Va.)

Large sediment increases were measured in year one due
to 2 major storms on new road construction. After logging sedi-
mentwas much less and termed “insignificant”. However increased
sediment yield accumulated downstream over the next 15 yearsin
the experimental stream’s 6' wide dam. In this interval 500 metric
tons of sediment had collected. The expected (carefully predicted)
amount would have been 180. - Over 2.5 times more was mea-
sured. The authors attribute this to the time it takes (15 years) for
the sediment to work its way down through the stream to the dam.
(They perhaps did not think of channel scour due to the measured

flow increases as a source of sediment, or did not think it impor-

tant.)

This study does again show increased flows (10-15% in
this case) in stream channels unaccustomed to handling such flows
in the last 80 years.

In the recent W.V. D.E.P. study of flooding in Southern W.Va.
this principal author was consulted. He gave
us some hydrological guidelines. They are ex-
actly as follows. (The “basal area” he refers to

_is the same as forest canopy, and by his last

statement he means great storms (4" in 48

hrs.?) over-ride the effects of a clearcut, though

surely true he might admit these are additive

#and some dry soils can absorb 4" of rain before

they flow. His five points follow.

. 1. Onagivenwatershed, at least 25% of the
__forest stand basal area must be cut to measure
_significant changes in annual water yield and
even larger harvests are required to measure

changes in parameters of the storm hydrograph.

2. Hydrologic recovery from forest cutting
occurs quickly (4-5 years) due to rapid regrowth
of natural regeneration.

3. Overland flow seldom occurs in undis-
turbed forests. Roads, landings or other com-
pacted features are the primary source of sur-
face runoff associated with logging activities. As road density
increases, the potential for altering storm hydrograph parameters
increases.

4. The beneficial effects of forest cover on reducing peak dis-
charge and storm-flow volume have been documented over arange
of storm events.

5. During major flood-producing storm events the effects of a
forest cover on peak discharge are minimal.

WEST VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY AND WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS
COALITION PETITION ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD

The West Virginia Highlands Con-
servancy and the West Virginia Rivers Coa-
lition have petitioned the Environmental
Quality Board to close an exemption of coal
mining operations from some water quallity
standards.

The standard in question is the tur-
bidity standard. Turbidity is a measure of
the clarity of the water. Aturbidity standard
would typically be violated when sediment
is in the water, making it less clear than it
otherwise would be. At least half of the
streams which are listed as “biologically im-
paired” by the West Virginia Division of

Water Resources are damaged by sedimen-
tation.

Under current law, coal mines must
comply with limits on how much sediment
they may discharge. Other industries must
also comply with a turbidity standard which
limits the amount of sediment which is in
the stream itself. Under the terms of a 1980
regulation, the coal industry is exempt from
this turbidity standard. The petition seeks
to eliminate that exemption.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE WORLD SUMMIT

By Michael Hasty

Last month, what was billed as the larg-
est United Nations conference in that
organization’s history convened in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

The World Summit on Sustainable De-
velopment was scheduled as a followup to the
Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, ten
years ago, to measure humanity’s progress over
the decade in addressing serious global envi-
ronmental problems. Unfortunately, by just about
any standard, humanity is moving backward, and
headed toward ecological disaster.

It is not that humans lack the scentific
knowledge or resources to address problems like
global warming and climate change, disappear-
ing forests and freshwater, species extinction,
overfishing and air and ocean pollution. What
we lack is the political will to alter our course,
because our political institutions are controlled
by the same transnational corporate interests
that are currently benefitting from the status quo.

An indication of just how strong a grip
these corporate interests have on humanity’s
future is how the conference agenda has been
distorted, away from dealing with environmental

MORE THOUGHTS
ABOUT WIND POWER

Another letter to the Editor

RegardingtheNedPower proposal todevelop
awindmill farm along the Allegheny Front in Grant
County (Second windmill farm proposed at Mount
Storm, Gazette, Friday August 16,2002, By imBalow),
itwould beerroneousto assumethewindmillswould
not bevisiblefrom publicviewing areasasaNedPower
representative has stated.

Bear Rocksand Stack Rocksa ong the Allegh-
eny Front areowned by the Nature Conservancy and
opentothepublic. Both arejust south of the southern
limits of the proposed project, asoutlined to the Grant
County Commissioners. Bothareheavily visited by hik-
ers, campers, backpackers, birders, nature photogra-
phers, and naturelovers. They aregeol ogically and natu-
rally unique microenvironmentsthat have been pre-
served from devel opment. Thetowerswould ruinthe
view from both of these places.

TheMonongahelaNational Forest, thecrown
jewel inWest Virginia snatural areas, islocated just
south of the project area. Part of the plateau thereis
taken up by theDolly SodsWilderness, acongression-
ally declared wilderness, and the Dolly Sods Scenic
area, set aside by the U.S. Forest Service asaunique
natural area. Much of theremaining areaon the plateau
south of the eastern continental divideiseither man-
aged aswildernessor proposed for inclusionwithinthe
national forest. Bothlogging and mining areexcluded
inthisarea.

TheDolly Sodsplateauisuniquegeologically.
The Allegheny Front marks the western limit of the
folded Appalachians, which werefolded and uplifted
whenwhat isnow North Americacollidedwithwhat is
now Northwest Africasome 320 millionyearsago. To
thewest of thefront, theforce of that collision resulted
inonly mild ripples, in the case of the Dolly Sods, a
shallow synclineor dippingvalley.

Italsoisuniquemeteorologically. Prevailing
windsfromthe northwest are compressed asthey flow

issues and into the economic arena.

Aside from an underlying embarrass-
ment about the utter failure in meeting the ob-
jectives of the Rio conference, a dominant theme
in Johannesburg is the historic tension between
rich and poor nations. This tension is sometimes
referred to as “North vs. South.” In preliminary
meetings leading up to this summit, rather than
directly addressing environmental problems, the
“developed” industrial nations of the northern
hemisphere have characterized Earth’s ecologi-
cal crisis as a question of “free trade” and “alle-
viating poverty.”The “developing” nations that
predominate in South America, Africa and Asia
are suspicious of the North’s intentions. They
rightly see the references to trade as codewords
for more of the economic imperialism (or “glo-
balization”) and “privatization” of resources (like
water) that have historically put them at an eco-
nomic disadvantage, and left their citizens im-
poverished and exploited. At this point, there is
little optimism that the stalemate between North
and South will be resolved in any meaningful way.

over theregion, creating thewindsthat makethepla-
teau soattractivetodevel opersof wind power. Butthose
samewindscreateamicroclimatethat issimilar to parts
of Canadamany milesto thenorth.

Theshallow dip of theunderlying rocksalso
createsbasinsthat are occupied by bogs- micro-habitats
containing unique and somewhat rare plants.

Theplateauisalsohometowoodcocks, or tim-
berdoodles, in season. Other birdsand animalsusethe
plateau aseither aseasonal or permanent home.

Everything about the Dolly Sodsisunique.

The NedPower project, if developed, would
behighly visiblefrom CabinMountain, theeastern con-
tinental divide, Raven Ridge, and other high points
withinthenational forest downtoandincluding Roar-
ingPlains.

| spent the past week camping on the Dolly
Sods and hiked through much of the area, including
Raven Ridge, Cabin Mountain, and around Bear Rocks.
Thisisabeautiful and pristineregionwith expansive
views from extensive heath meadows. Although the
Mount Storm power plant, 14 milesdistant, isvisible
onclear days, itisat aremote distance. Placing wind
turbinescloser than that point woul d over-power the
views.

My enjoyment of thesewild placesthis past
week was tempered by the realization that the view
could be marred by windmill towers. | am extremely
unhappy over that prospect. | have urged NedPower, in
theinterest of themany peoplewho cometo enjoy their
national forestinall itsnatural glory, tomodify itspro-
posal and placethetowersnorth of the existing power
plant. My support of wind power istempered by my
feeling that natural lands are being encroached upon
fromevery side and therealization that wemust fight
to protect them from unseemly development.

On any weekend one can drive up to the Dolly
Sods. Youwill seealargenumber of carsparked at the
parkinglot near Bear Rocksand throngsof peoplewalk-
ing and climbing them, picking blueberries, hiking, tak-
ing photos, looking at migratory birds, or just lounging.

Nevertheless, the issues addressed by
the Johannesburg summit are regarded globally
as being so critical that most of the world's na-
tional leaders will be in attendance. Conspicu-
ous by his absence is George W. Bush, whose
oil industry sponsors convinced him to avoid the
conference, on the grounds that his presence
would only focus attention on problems, like glo-
bal warming, that they prefer to keep unnoticed.

Of course, it goes without saying that a
guy who thinks the solution to forest fires is to
remove the forests, and the solution to global
climate change is to “get used to it,” is not going
to make a positive contribution to any conference
about the environment, anyway.

But Mr. Bush did send an American del-
egation. Based on the precedent of the past year
and a half of his administration, the delegation’s
role will be to safeguard the interests of large
corporations, and prevent any substantive envi-
ronmental agreements.

And Americans wonder why we are
hated.

Farther south along the forest road you will find the
trailhead for thewildernessareafilled with carsof hik-
ersand backpackers. Red Creek Campground will also
befilled to capacity on most weekends.

Further, the Allegheny Frontisamigratory fly-
way. Volunteersfromthe Allegheny Front Migratory
Observatory band migrating songbirdsalong thefront
and count migrating raptorsfrom arock outcropping
accessiblefromagravel path from the parking lot just
north of the Red Creek Campground from Aug. 10to
Oct. 10, 7-11a.m. every day. Their work seemsto show
declining numbersof migrating songbirds, adeclinethat
isconsonant with similar studieselsewhere. Placing
200-foot highwindmill towersalong thisflyway could
interferewith thishistoric migration pattern.

| suggest avisit totheseareasto seefor your-
self theimpact theNedPower proposal would haveon
thesenatural places. They areprecious. They arebeau-
tiful. They areloved and used by countless people -
destinations for tourists. The NedPower proposal
would, if allowed to proceed as planned, ruin both the
viewsandthewildernessexperience.

| realize that | am not aWest Virginian, but |
havetravel ed to the MonongahelaNational Forest for
three decades. In that time, | have met a number of
West Virginians, wonderful peoplewho arefriendly and
gracious. | understand the economicissuesWest Vir-
giniansface, and generally support effortstoward eco-
nomic development.

But economic devel opment should not come
at the price of desecrating the natural wonders of the
state, wonders that are, after all, alarge part of West
Virginia sheritage and tourism destinations. Windmill
power ischeap, clean, and certainly aworthy goal ...
but not in an areawhere wildernessrulesand manis
butavisitor ... and not where peoplegoin search of the
Earth’s beauty.

George E. Beetham Jr.
Glenside, Pa.
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