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Dolly Sods Wilderness Stewards

By Dave Johnston

During July the Dolly Sods
Wilderness Stewards project hit the ground
with a running start. In partnership with
the Monongahela National Forest (MNF),
WVHC is organizing volunteers to address
issues challenging the wilderness values of
Dolly Sods and surrounding areas. The first
and most visible element, the Wilderness
Trailhead Stewards, has kicked off with well-
attended training and the regular presence
of volunteers at popular trailheads. WVHC
and the MNF are working toward initiating
additional activities targeted toward the
fall. (For a review of the background of the
project and detail of the components of the
program, see the July issue of the Voice).

As Dolly Sods has become more well
known and increasingly visited, there has
been a tendency to treat is as just another
National Forest hiking area, disregarding
its unique standing and characteristics as
a designated wilderness area. New visitors
(and many veteran ones) are unaware and
not mindful that wilderness is where “earth
and its community of life are untrammeled
by man... protected and managed so as
to preserve its natural conditions” [from the
definition of Wilderness in the Wilderness
Act of 1964]. This underlying principle of
the concept of wilderness has implications

are at the Trailheads

May and June, with a very good response.
The first class of volunteers went through
training in early July, and volunteers began
staffing the busiest trailheads in mid-July. As
of the end of July, 75 volunteer-hours had
been recorded at trailheads, and several
hundred visitors, ranging from locals to
Montana, had been engaged.

for both visitor expectations and behavior, po|ly Sods Wilderness Steward Ashley
and affects both current visitor experience gyrchfield helps a vistor plan a route.

and the ability of the area to be experienced
as wilderness in the future.

The need to reach out to visitors and
increase understanding of the wilderness
nature of Dolly Sods, and the practices
compatible with wilderness visitation, was
among the first issues identified by WVHC
and MNF. The Wilderness Trailhead
Stewards approach is designed to engage
hikers as they enter the wilderness and
convey “key messages” about wilderness
ethics and Leave No Trace (LNT) practices
during a short conversation. The approach
is nonconfrontational and positive, and
meant to take advantage of the existing
desire of visitors to a natural area to protect
it. As discussed below, the reaction has
exceeded our expectations, with visitors not
only receptive to the message, but eager
for more information.

WVHC put out a call for volunteers in

The Trailhead Experience

The majority of hikers approaching
the trailheads are day hikers, and most of
them are casual, first-time or infrequent
visitors. Many have heard, through social
media or word of mouth, that Dolly Sods is a
spectacular place, and they want to see for
themselves. Many others have visited the
front-county locations, such as Bear Rocks
Preserve, and now want to get a taste of
the backcountry they have heard about.
Many have kids in tow, and a significant
percentage had plans for blueberry and
huckleberry picking during the July peak
season.

Backpackers have tended to be
more prepared, though not universally so.
Most have done at least some homework on
Dolly Sods and have an idea of where they
want to go, and about general conditions.

They tend to be better equipped, with rain
gear and proper equipment and clothing.
Their experience level tends to be higher,
either from backpacking in other locations
or from prior visits to Dolly Sods. Most
profess familiarity with Leave No Trace
principles and backcountry campsite
etiquette. However, we often sense a lack
of complete appreciation for how camping
in a wilderness area is a bit different from
other backcountry locations. The evidence
of firewood abuse, inappropriate camp
furniture, and the proliferation of toilet paper
and other trash around campsites testifies
to a lack of understanding of the primitive
and undisturbed values of wilderness, at
least among some backpackers.

For both backpackers and day
hikers, the Trailhead Stewards have turned
out to be an important resource. People
often arrive with incomplete information
about Dolly Sods, how the trails and
landscape work, and what it is like “inside”.
We often help people select a route,
destination, or turnaround point given
the time or mileage they have in mind.
Backpackers often arrive in the evening in
need of advice on where to find a campsite
not too far down the trail. We also warn
people about trail and camping area
trouble spots and how to avoid or deal with
them. We check the weather each day and
let people know when to anticipate storms,
especially if they will be in an exposed area.
And, surprisingly, we often help people find
the route to get home!

A remarkable number of people
arrive at the trailhead without any form of
map. The MNF does not provide maps at
the trailhead, although the new trailhead
signs, which include a detailed and colorful
trail map, are a valuable reference. Even
day hikers should not go into the wilderness
without a map, and even those with a
navigation app on their phone should have
a paper backup. So WVHC has printed a
supply of maps, using the MNF Dolly Sods
trail map on one side and key wilderness
messages and LNT principles on the other,
to hand out to visitors at the trailhead.

(More on the next page)
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We have a supply on regular paper, and
a supply printed on waterproof paper for
backpackers and rainy days. These have
been a popular handout and folks are
grateful for the chance to have a map with
them.

The Stewards employ a relaxed,
conversational tone that puts visitors at
ease and invites them to ask questions. We
emphasize that we are there as a resource
forvisitors, not “guardians” ofthe wilderness.
We don’t need to impose messages about
wilderness ethics and Leave No Trace,
but find ways to introduce them naturally
into the conversation, without lecturing.
For instance, if a backpacker is heading
toward an area with a heavy concentration
of campsites, we warn them that having a
campfire might be difficult since dead and
down wood will be scarce and not to cut or
break standing wood of any kind. Similarly,
we reinforce that human waste needs to be
deposited well away from camping areas

to avoid concentration of obvious latrines
and associated toilet paper fields that make
campsites unpleasant for everyone.
Although our current small group of
dedicated volunteers is able to cover most
of the busiest trailheads during a part of
each weekend, we can always use more
volunteers, and in the long run, to achieve
the impactwe want, we willneed many more.

Dolly Sods Wilderness Steward Jenn Adach uses the
WVHC-printed map to point out a possible route for hikers.

Please consider joining the fun by becoming
a Wilderness Steward. Even if you live far
away or can only do an occasional stint at
a trailhead, your involvement will contribute
to making a difference in one of our special
places. For more information send an email
to dollysodsstewards@gmail.com.

We aren’t under any illusions that
the Trailhead Stewards effort will result in
sudden or dramatic change in the issues
facing the Dolly Sods Wilderness or
related areas. But increasing awareness
and enhancing the sense of responsibility
among visitors about their role in preserving
wilderness character, even just a little bit in
each person, is a beginning piece of the
puzzle. And we have more planned, as
described below.

Looking Forward

The Trailhead Stewards effort
is just the beginning of the Dolly Sods
Wilderness Stewards program. Our original
plan of action, worked out jointly with
the Forest Service,
includes  maintaining
voluntary trailhead
registration boxes to
gather concrete and
actionable visitor data;
conducting surveys
in the backcountry
. \ ¥ ® to assess and report
il ¥ conditons to  the

’ Forest Service that will
~ help guide remedial
= and restorative
actions; and volunteer
crews actually working
under Forest Service
direction to create and

restore wilderness-
friendly  trail  and
i campsite conditions.

These elements will
be rolled out as Forest
Service resources
become available, but
we want to start marshalling volunteer
interest in anticipation of them.

The trailhead registration boxes are
likely to be installed later this summer. We
have identified several local volunteers who
can check them and replenish supplies,
collect filled sheets, and forward the
information to the MNF on a regular basis.

Next up will be monitoring of
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backcountry conditions. WVHC will make
available teams of volunteers who will hike
into the backcountry and make observations
and record data in accordance with
methods and information needs identified
by the Forest Service. This data can then
serve as a basis for the Forest Service to
assess the degree to which conditions are
consistent with the concept and intent of
the Wilderness Act and allow planning and
implementation of management actions.

The monitoring may have as many
as three aspects:

e Campsite Inventory: Volunteers would
hike trails, looking for existing camp-
sites or side paths that often lead to a
campsite. They will record the latitude
and longitude, take pictures, and record
observations using a Forest Service-
specified form.

e Trail Conditions: While hiking, volun-
teers will note problematic trail condi-
tions using Forest Service-specified
criteria, record the location, and take
photographs.

¢ Solitude monitoring: While hiking, vol-
unteers will record information about
“‘encounters” with other visitors, using
standardized procedures. This effort
would be in conjunction with the South-
ern Appalachian Wilderness Stewards
(SAWS).

Training for each different type of
monitoring would be provided. At this point
it isn’t known whether these would be
conducted as a “sweep” over the course
of a few days, or over a longer period, or
whether it would be done on weekends
or weekdays. Hiking would definitely be
involved, in some cases long enough to get
deep into the backcountry, with the potential
for an overnight stay.

We are working to Dbegin
implementation of these efforts by the fall
of 2021. In anticipation of the time needed
to organize crews and provide training, we
are putting out a “first call” for interested
volunteers. We can’t ask for a commitment
right now, but we want to assemble a list
of folks who are interested and may be
available, depending on how things fall into
place. If you might want to participate, send
an email to dollysodsstewards@gmail.com
with “Monitor” in the subject line. We will
update you as this effort develops.



mailto:dollysodsstewards@gmail.com
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The History of the World

Keeping watch
on the summer skies,

the lolling clouds,

the rising curls of
sidewalk heat,

I might hold in mind

that a scant three years ago,
up in the ascending ground

of those western wooded purple distances,

| sloshed around in the Red Creek,
its dark rusty stain of dissolved tannins
encircling my ankles,
its ah so abating rush of cold waters

And, too, lowering my hips into the
seeping bathtub warmth of scoured bowls,
sunk deep into the heavy scatter of a pebbly
old stones
- And wrapped that day
in the arc of azure and
its drifting pearly scud —
Then seemed | knew
all there ever was

to be written of
the history of the world

Jack Slocomb

[Roster of Officers, Board Members and Committee Chairs,
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PRESIDENT: Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 567-2602,
larryvthomas@aol.com

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT: Marilyn Shoenfeld, 167 Balsam Way, Davis, WV 26260,
(304) 866-3484, marilyn.shoenfeld@gmail.com
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WV 25271, (304)372-3945, fyoung@mountain.net
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8305, johnmcferrin@aol.com
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(304) 586-4135, cindy.ellis.bbc@gmail.com
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Randy Kesling, 116 Farm Meadow Drive, Bridgeport, WV 26330; (304) 622-5982;
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Ellie Bell, P.O. Box 48 Snowshoe, WV 26209; 304-651-4553 elbell304@gmail.com
Rick Webb, 481 Ravens Run Road, Monterey, VA 24465, (540) 468-2881, rwebb.481@
gmail.com

Hugh Rogers, 531 Moon Run, Kerens, WV 26276, (304)636-2662, hugh.rogers@gmail.
com

DIRECTOR EMERITUS: George E. Beetham Jr., 2819 Mt. Carmel Avenue, Glenside, PA
19038, (267) 252-3748, geobeet@hotmail.com

ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORS

WEST VIRGINIA CAVE CONSERVANCY: Randy Rumer; 295 Caraway Lane

Renick, WV 24966; (304) 497-2657; rrumer@frontiernet.net

PITTSBURGH CLIMBERS: Buff Rodman, 32 Crystal Drive, Oakmont, PA 15139, (412)
828-8983, buffrodman@hotmail.com

BROOKS BIRD CLUB: Cynthia D. Ellis, 3114 Steel Ridge Road, Red House, WV 25168,
(304) 586-4135,

WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS COALITION Turner Sharp, Box 4751, Parkersburg, WV 26104
Tsharp@suddenlink.net

MOUNTAINEER CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED Randy Kesling, 116 Farm Meadow
Drive, Bridgeport, WV 26330; (304) 622-5982; rkesling@MA.RR.com

FRIENDS OF THE LITTLE KANAWHA: Cindy Rank, 4401 Eden Road, Rock Cave , WV
26234, (304) 924-5802, clrank2@gmail.com
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SHAVERS FORK COALITION: Jeff Witten, President, 578 Falkner Rd, Elkins, 26241,
(304) 362-5330, shaversforkcoalition@gmail.com
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EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE: Cindy Rank, 4401 Eden Road, Rock Cave,
WV 26234, (304) 924-5802, clrank2@gmail.com

PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: Kent Karriker, 344 Harpertown Road,
Elkins, WV 26241 (304) 636-8651, bykarriker@suddenlink.net

RENEWABLE ENERGY COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV
26804, (304) 567-2602, larryvthomas@aol.com

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Frank Young, 33 Carnian Ford Road, Ripley, WV 25271,
(304) 372-3945, fyoung@mountain.net

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804,
(304) 567-2602, larryvthomas@aol.com

RIVERS COMMITTEE: Vacant

HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE: Hugh Rogers, 531 Moon Run Road, Kerens, WV 26276,
(304) 636-2662, hugh.rogers@gmail.com

CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE: Perry Bryant; 1544 Lee Street, East, Charleston, WV
25311, 304-344-1673, perrybryantwv@outlook.com.

MISCELLANEOUS OFFICES
WEB PAGE - DIGITAL PUBLISHING: Dan Radmacher, (540) 798-6683, dan.
radmacher@uwritingleft.com

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Dave Saville;PO Box 569, Morgantown, WV 26507;
WVHC50@gmail.com; 304-692-8118

HIGHLANDS VOICE EDITOR: John McFerrin, 202 Van Tassel Court, Morgantown, WV
26508, (304) 291-8305, johnmcferrin@aol.com
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Mon National Forest Hiking Guide
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, the new edition of the treasured guide to every trail
in the Monongahela National Forest features brand-new topographic maps and Kent Mason’s
| gorgeous photos, all in color.
The Guide has been updated with the cooperation of National Forest District Rangers

iy and Recreation Specialists to reflect changes in the past ten years:
- M?nongahela * newly designated wilderness areas
4 National Forest * new trails near campgrounds and sites of special significance
B T s 4 ¥ * a new complex of interconnected trails on Cheat Mountain
Hlklng Glllde' * rerouted and discontinued trails
j ; * ratings for difficulty, scenery, access to water, and much else
-9 Edition S . The definitive guide to the Mon adds a wealth of information about history, wildlife,

and botany; safety, preparation, and weather; horseback and mountain bike riding and cross-
country skiing; as well as sources of further information on the Forest and its environs.

The Monongahela National Forest has long been known as a ‘Special Place’. The hiking,
backpacking, and cross-country skiing opportunities it provides are among the best in the
eastern U.S. New wilderness and backcountry trails have been added to the outstanding areas
we have appreciated for decades — Otter Creek Wilderness, Dolly Sods Wilderness, Flatrock
Plains, Roaring Plains, Blackwater Canyon, Spruce Knob, North Fork Mountain, Shaver’s
Mountain, Laurel Fork Wilderness, Cranberry Wilderness -- and there are lesser-known gems
3 to be found in between.

Profits from the sale of these guides support a wide variety of worthy environmental
i projects for the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.
Send $18.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
P.O. Box 306
Charleston, WV 25321
OR
Order from our website at
www.wvhighlands.org

v h [
Allen de Hart and Bruce Sundqt
Sfor'West Vi 2 Highfands Congervii

The Highlands Voice: It’s Not BUMPER STICKERS
Just for Reading Any More To get free I ¥ Mountains bumper sticker(s), send a SASE to P. O. Box 306,

. o . Charleston, WV 25321. Slip a dollar donation (or more) in with the SASE and
The Highlands Voice is the main way that . . o e .
o get 2 bumper stickers. Businesses or organizations wishing to provide bumper
the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy . . :
. . stickers to their customers/members may have them free. (Of course if they can
communicates with its members. But

we would like to communicate with more afford a donation that will be gratefully accepted.)

than our members. We have a valuable

perspective and information; we would like
to communicate with everybody. We still
WEST VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY, PO BOX 306, CHARLESTON, WV 25321-0306 « www.wvhighlands,org

offer electronic delivery. If you would prefer
to receive it electronically instead of the
paper copy please contact Dave Saville
at WVHC50@gmail.com. With electronic
delivery, you will receive a link to a pdf of
the Voice several days before the paper
copy would have arrived.

No matter how you receive it, please
pass it along. |If electronically, share the
link. If paper, hand it off to a friend, leave
it around the house, leave it around the
workplace. It's not just for reading. It's for
reading and passing along.
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Changes Coming to Endangered Species Act Implementation

Congress enacted the Endangered Species Act in 1973 to
provide for the conservation of endangered and threatened fish,
wildlife, plants and their natural habitats Under the Act, agencies
are required to insure that any action “is not likely to jeopardize
the continued existence of any endangered species or threatened
species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of habitat
of such species which is determined ... to be critical.”

The “actions” which the agencies have to make sure do not
harm threatened or endangered species include permitting. When
the agencies make decisions they must meet its obligations under
the Endangered Species Act.

Like many environmental statutes, the controversies arise
around the margins. While there are probably a few holdouts
somewhere, almost everybody agrees that we should protect
endangered species. The controversies arise over things such
things as which species are considered “endangered,” procedures
for deciding which species are endangered, how much habitat
protection is considered, etc.

As often happens, the previous Presidential administration
enacted regulations designed to restrict the Endangered Species
Act. While not directly attacking the core idea of the Act, it enacted
regulations that undercut that idea.

Now that there is a new President, the U.S Fish and Wildlife
Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service are proposing
changes to regulations that were changed during the previous
administration. More specifically, the agencies have announced
the following:

e Rescind regulations that revised Fish and Wildlife Service’s
process for considering exclusions from critical habitat
designations: On December 17, 2020, the Fish and Wildlife Service
revised the process they would follow when considering whether to
exclude areas from critical habitat designation under section 4(b)
(2) of the ESA. FWS will propose to rescind this regulation (85 FR
82376) in its entirety and revert to implementation of the joint FWS/

NMFS regulations at 50 CFR 424.19 and the joint 2016 policy on
4(b)(2) exclusions.

° Rescind regulatory definition of habitat: The Services will
propose to rescind the final rule that defined the term “habitat” for
the purposes of critical habitat designation (85 FR 81411; December
16, 2020). A regulatory definition is not required for the Services to
designate critical habitat in compliance with a 2018 Supreme Court
decision.

° Revise regulations for listing species and designating
critical habitat : The Services will propose revising the final rule
(84 FR 45020; August 27, 2019) to reinstate prior language affirming
that listing determinations are made “without reference to possible
economic or other impacts of such determination,” along with other
potential revisions also under discussion.

° Revise regulations for interagency cooperation: The
Services will propose revisions to the final rule (84 FR 44976;
August 27, 2019) which revised the regulations governing section
7 consultation. The Services will propose to revise the definition of
“effects of the action” and associated provisions to that portion of
the rule, with other potential revisions also under discussion.

o Reinstate protections for species listed as threatened under
ESA: FWS will propose to reinstate its “blanket 4(d) rule,” which
was withdrawn by the previous administration (84 Fed. Reqg. 44753;
August 27, 2019). The blanket 4(d) rule establishes the default
of automatically extending protections provided to endangered
species to those listed as threatened, unless the Service adopts a
species-specific 4(d) rule.

As with all regulations, these cannot be changed in an
instant. There will be a procedure that the agencies will have to
follow, probably including an opportunity for public comment. It is
to be anticipated that, once the process is followed, the rules will
be changed and the Endangered Species Act will go back to being
administered as it was before.

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline: Now What Happens?

By John McFerrin

In July, 2021, the developers of
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline announced
that they were cancelling the project.
Depending on one’s point of view, there
was joy, jubilation, weeping, wailing,
gnashing of teeth, or some combination.

While there was shouting, it's not
all over. There remain the questions of
what happens to the parts that had been
built and what happens to the rights of
way that the Dominion had acquired but
now will not use. The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission has now provided
a tentative answer to one of those
questions while leaving the other alone.

Although it is only a small fraction of
the proposed line, Dominion had already
installed about 31 miles of pipe at the time
it abandoned the project. In addition, it

had cleared and graded about 108 miles
of right of way. Now it proposes removing
a portion of the previously felled trees
that were not cleared (approximately 83.2
miles of the 108.4 miles felled in total),
and restoring lands that were cleared and
graded (approximately 82.7 miles). For
the remaining approximately 25.2 miles of
previously felled trees, Atlantic proposes to
leave these in place. Restoration activities
at Atlantic Coast Pipeline aboveground
facilities (3 compressor stations, 9 meter
and regulating stations, 30 monopoles and
11 towers) would range from backfilling of all
open excavations to general site cleanup,
stabilization, and reclamation/seeding.

Dominion has proposed to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

(FERC) that it leave the pipe in the
ground. It also proposed that it leave in
place the trees it had cut but not removed.

Its justification for both of these is
largely the same. With the pipe, it would
be more environmentally destructive to dig
the pipe up than it would be to leave it in the
ground. With the downed trees, Dominion
says that they were downed several
years ago. Other vegetation has started
to grow up around the downed trees and
wildlife has begun to recolonize the area.
Dominion says that the least destructive
thing to do would be to leave things alone.

Now the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission has issued a Draft

(More on the next page)


https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-28033.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-28033.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/16/2020-27693/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-endangered-and-threatened
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17518/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-species-and-designating
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/12/2021-00366/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-interagency-cooperation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17519/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-prohibitions-to-threatened-wildlife
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Meet the New Guy!

A self-introduction by Cory Chase

Hello Highlands Voice readers! My name is Cory Chase
and | was recently hired as the new Program Director for the WV
Highlands Conservancy (WVHC). I'm very excited to join this group
and its network of organizations that do the hard work to preserve
and protect WV’s natural resources for generations to come.

A little about myself: | was born and raised in Canaan Valley,
WYV, and | currently live in Dryfork with my daughter and our pets.
We have a good view of the north end of Dolly Sods from our house.
We love to go camping, garden, swim in the river, hike, mushroom
hunt and ski. Many of you probably know my parents Chip Chase
and Laurie Little, who own and operate White Grass Touring Center
in Canaan Valley.

| must attribute most of my concern for the environment and
people to my parents. Growing up in an outdoor Mecca, | am reminded
daily how special the highlands of WV really are. My upbringing at
White Grass created an early and strong network of good people all
over WV and beyond.

| attended massage therapy school after high school and
worked in WV (and a couple other states) as a massage therapist
for 17 years until the pandemic started. | graduated with honors from
WVU in 2009 with a Liberal Arts & Sciences degree and a Philosophy
minor. A broad knowledge base has served me well in a world of
growing hyper-specialization.

For me, activism is my lens to view politics, and politics is
important because the decisions that our representatives make can
and often do literally affect all of us. | made two attempts to become
a WV Delegate in 2018 and 2020. While it was an exhausting
effort and | was unsuccessful, | gained valuable knowledge about
organizing, networking, canvassing, events and small town and
statewide issues. | am sure those skills will be used and honed even
more with this work and | am grateful for that.

This job and environmental work as a whole also present
challenges. Since WV has been an extraction state for decades and
decades without investing much in its people, it's hard to expect more
people to have the time and resources to devote to this sort of work.

More abut FERC (Continued from previous page)

Environmental Impact Statement in which it
largely agrees with Dominion. It considered
the alternatives and concluded that the least

In reality, the handwriting is on the

wall in big letters. Dominion wants to leave gpjigations. After that, it will negotiate with

the pipe in the ground and the trees where  affected landowners on a case by case basis.
FERC thinks that is the best

Kudos to those who do, of course, but | sense that the critical mass
that we really need is still not present in many of today’s movements.

Although WV is not a bastion of environmentally sound
policies, | decided long ago that | could not choose to plug my ears
and check out. Despite how bad things can get (and how awful
they are in the WV Legislature), | have always felt that WV is worth
defending and that | should work to make it better here. | honestly
hope that | can fulfill that goal here with WVHC. | also know that many
people doing this work share that conviction. And achieving that goal
literally requires your help and support. Without critical mass, we will
likely never slow or stop the threats to our state.

As much as | am excited to be joining WVHC, | also can’t
escape the sense of urgency that we face as a species on this
rapidly changing planet. Climate change is here--now--and again |
feel that we have no choice but to knuckle down and do what we
can to address the challenges it poses, regardless of the perceived
or expected outcomes. | hope everyone that reads this knows that
they have a say in our future, that they can take actions and support
causes that stand for their principles, and that they can and should
be part of the movements that we need to make systemic changes
that benefit all of us, not just a select few.

If you can, please consider asking some family or friends who
share your love for the WV Highlands to join WVHC as members and
stay involved in the issues that we face. We have already seen some
of our members take the lead on the new Dolly Sods Wilderness
Stewards Program, which is being spearheaded by Dave Johnston
and a host of other members. That is just one of many ways you can
help WVHC! Civil Rights leader Bob Moses said it well: “Leadership
is there in the people. You don’t have to worry about where your
leaders are, how are we going to get some leaders...If you go out
and work with your people, then the leadership will emerge.”

Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions. My cell
is 304-599-4906 and my email is director@wvhighlands.org. Please
check our website for more information: www.wvhighlands.org

long as it still has restoration or monitoring

destructive thing to do would be to leave the
pipeinthe groundandthetreeswheretheyfell.

FERC did recognize that in some
locations the downed trees would be an
inconvenience to the landowner. It said
that if any landowner wanted the trees
cleared then Dominion should clear them.

Thisisnominallyapreliminarydecision.
FERC will now offer interested persons the
opportunity to comment before issuing a
final Environmental Impact Statement. After
that, it will make a formal decision based
upon the Environmental Impact Statement.

they fell.
alternative. When it comes time to make a
final decision, that will be the final decision.

The more controversial decision
was a non-decision: FERC ignored the
question of what is to happen to the 2600
easements covering 4290 acres that were
acquired for the pipeline but now will not be
used. Many had hoped that FERC would
require that the rights of way be released.

Dominion has said that it has released
95% of the easements voluntarily. It plans to
retain the remaining easements at least as


mailto:director@wvhighlands.org
http://www.wvhighlands.org
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By John McFerrin

For the last time in what we hope will
be a long time, we popped into our Zoom
boxes for the regular summer meeting of
the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Board of Directors.

The highlight was that we got to
meet our new Program Director, Cory
Chase. He has a long job description,
centered around organizational development,
committee coordination, and working with the
Public Lands Committee on the advocacy
program for the Dolly Sods Wilderness in
the Monongahela
National Forest.
He had just started;
among his first
tasks was calling
each officer and
Board member. He
told a little bit about
himself. For a short
biography, see the
story on p. 13.

Rick Webb
reported on the
most recent
projects of the
Appalachian Blue
Ridge Alliance
Conservation
Hub: (1) the
Cranberry Spring
Creek project and
the Upper Cheat
River Project. Rick showed the web site
for the Conservation Hub’s review of these
projects. It has maps and lists areas of
concern. Kent Karriker is doing comments
on the Upper Cheat River Project.

Larry Thomas noted the continuing
threat posed by All Terrain Vehicles on
public lands. The plethora of bills in the
most recent Legislative session designed
to promote the All Terrain Vehicle industry,
particularly on public lands, demonstrates
the threat. He wants to make All Terrain
Vehicles, particularly on public lands, a
project for the ABRA Conservation Hub.
He also wants to develop a power point so
that we will have something to show at the
Legislature if it takes up this issue.

Larry noted that the Renewable
Energy committee has been inactive of late
but he wants it to be more active, including
getting new members. Anyone who wishes
to join should contact Larry where they
would be welcomed with open arms.
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Board Highlights

Dave Johnston, who has been
coordinating our Dolly Sods Wilderness
Stewards, was not at the meeting because
he was out at Dolly Sods, doing outreach.
There have been some trainings for Dolly
Sods Wilderness Stewards and they
have begun their work. We have several
volunteers with a goal of 100 volunteers.

Ellie Bell reported on the proposed
NIOSH facility that may be built near Mace,
WV. NIOSH wants to build a pretend mine
on the site that it can use for testing on

£~

blasting and other mine safety issues. Ellie
and the like minded are writing letters; it is
their position that mine safety research is a
worthwhile endeavor but that this is not a
good place to do it. They are working with
our United States Senators in efforts to find
another, better place. They are also writing
letters to Senators and encouraging others
to do so. Snowshoe Resort has taken a
position in opposition to the project. The
final Environmental Impact Statement is
out and they are reviewing that. There is
another short video about it. See the link in
the box on p.

The Climate Change Committee had
preparedalettertosendtoourCongressional
delegation with some suggestions of
policies that the United Stat4es should
adopt to combat climate change. While
there is no specific legislative proposal that
would enact these suggestions, sending
the letter does remind the delegation that
we are concerned about this issue and that

there is a constituency for these kinds of
measures. After substantial discussion
about some of the proposed suggested
polices, we voted to send the letter.

Treasurer Bob Marshall presented
the financial report. There was not anything
remarkable or out of the ordinary, just the
usual getting and spending.

Hugh Rogers reported on Corridor H.
There is not anything that could rightfully be
called a new development. Instead, things
are simmering along as we remain ready to
respond when there
actually is any new
development.

We had
been up in the air
about whether to
have a Fall Review.
We cancelled the
one for last year
because of the
pandemic. This
year we decided to
plunge ahead and
try to have one.
The most recent
Fall Review we had
planned, and Covid
cancelled, was at
Twin Falls State
Park. We decided
to pick up where we
left off so far as planning was concerned.
We hope to arrange things so that people
can participate either in person or virtually.

Dave Saville presented a report. He
reported that the number of new members
was larger during the first half of 2021 than
it had been in several years.

Voice editor John McFerrin noted
that the July issue of The Highlands Voice
was the first issue in at least ten years
when he had not written any big stories
and had only written one tiny box story.
He expressed appreciation for those who
contributed.
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A chart telling us what we can see with our own eyes

Mining Declining
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This chart from the United States Energy Information Administration graphically shows the decline in coal produc-

tion in the United States.

It shows a 24% decrease from 2019 to 2020.

The change is even more dramatic in West Virgin-

ia. Other data from the same agency (not shown on this graph) shows that West Virginia had a 28% decrease in the same period.

In 2020, U.S. coal production fell to its lowest level since 1965
Annual U.S. coal production (1950-2020)
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Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Annual Coal Report
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The agency attributed the most recent decline to “less demand for coal internationally and less U.S. electric power sector demand
for coal.” It further attributed the decline in production to price competition from natural gas for electricity generation and a pandemic
induced lower demand for coal. There were also some mines that were idled for long periods as a pandemic related safety measure.

All is not bleak for the coal industry. Production during 2021 has increased as demand for electricity increases. The agency offered
no opinion on whether this was a reversal of a long term decline or a short term increase as things return to normal after the pandemic.

Mountaineer XPress Pipeline fined for water pollution violations

By Mike Tony
West Virginia environmental
regulators have again fined the

operator of the Mountaineer XPress
Pipeline for water pollution violations.

The West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection has assessed
Columbia Gas Transmission a $51,560
penaltyforviolationsdatingbacktoJuly2020,
adding to the TC Energy subsidiary’s history
of environmental violations that predates
the pipeline’s March 2019 in-service launch.

The violations include failing to
report the release of chemical drying
agents into an unnamed tributary of Rush
Run in Wetzel County used to repair a
slip and not installing sediment control
devices in the area of the slip as indicated
in a stormwater pollution prevention plan,
leading to offsite sediment deposits.

Regulators found that Columbia
Gas Transmission created “distinctly
visible” settleable solids in the tributary,
failed to address the slip in a timely
manner and discharged materials toxic
to man, animal or aquatic life, using

Envirolime and Quicklime products
that impacted the tributary’s pH levels.

“We have since conducted a
root cause analysis of the incident and
modified our protocols on future use of
the chemical drying agent involved in
the spill to ensure this doesn’t happen
again,” Calgary, Alberta-based TC
Energy said in a statement Thursday.

The administrative consent order
that the Department of Environmental
Protection made public Wednesday requires
Columbia Gas Transmission to submit
a corrective action plan within 30 days.

Department  of  Environmental

Protection acting spokesman  Terry
Fletcher declined comment on the
consent order, noting that a 30-day

comment period on the order is open.

The DEP fined Columbia Gas
Transmission $620,841 in October 2020
and $122,350 in October 2018 for similar
sediment control and water pollution
violations along the 170-mile, 36-inch-
diameter natural gas pipeline located

in Marshall, Wetzel, Tyler, Doddridge,
Ritchie, Calhoun, Wirt, Roane, Jackson,
Putnam, Mason, and Cabell counties.

Autumn Crowe, interim program
director and staff scientist for the
West Virginia Rivers Coalition, said
the amount of the DEP’s fines haven't
been enough to deter repeat offenses.

The $3.2 billion pipeline was
designed to deliver 2.7 billion cubic
feet per day of natural gas to Midwest,
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic markets.

Note: This is a slightly shortened version
of a story that previously appeared in
The Charleston Gazette.


https://dep.wv.gov/pio/Documents/COLUMBIA
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HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY BOUTIQUE

» The baby shirts are certified organic cotton and are offered in one infant and several toddler sizes and an infant onesie. Slogan is “I ¥
Mountains Save One for Me!” Onesie [18 mo.]---$25, Infant tee [18 mo.]---$20, Toddler tee, 2T,3T,4T, 5/6---$20
» Soft pima cotton adult polo shirts are a handsome earthtone light brown and feature the spruce tree logo. Sizes M-XL [Shirts run

large for stated size.] $ 25.00, 2XL $26.50

To order by mail [WV residents add 6 % sales tax] make check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and send to West
Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Online Store, PO Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321-0306

The same items are also available at our on-line store: www.wvhighlands.org

T- SHIRTS

White, heavy cotton T-shirts with the / Mountains
slogan on the front. The lettering is blue anu we heart is red.
“West Virginia Highlands Conservancy” in smaller blue letters
is included below the slogan. Short sleeve in sizes: S, M, L,
XL, and XXL. Long sleeve in sizes S, M, L, and XL. Short
sleeve model is $18 by mail; long sleeve is $22. West Virginia
residents add 6%
sales tax. Send sizes
wanted and check / ; -
payable to West o
Virginia  Highlands
Conservancy
ATTEN: Online Store,
WVHC, P.O. Box
306, Charleston, WV
25321-0306.

HATS FOR SALE

We have West Virginia Highlands Conservancy baseball

style caps for sale as well as | Mountains caps.

The WVHC cap is beige with green woven into the twill
and the pre-curved visor is light green. The front of the cap
has West Virginia Highlands Conservancy logo and the words
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy on the front and | (heart)
Mountains on the back. It is soft twill, unstructured, low profile,
sewn eyelets, cloth strap with tri-glide buckle closure.

The Mountains The colors are stone, black and red..
The front of the cap has | MOUNTAINS. The heartisred. The
red and black hats are soft twill, unstructured, low profile, sewn
eyelets, cloth strap with tri-glide buckle closure. The stone has
a stiff front crown with a velcro strap on the back. All hats have
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy printed on the back. Cost
is $20 by mail. West Virginia residents add 6% tax. Make check
payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and send to
West Virginia Hlghlands Conservancy, Atten: Online Store, P.O.
Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321-0306




