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	 Whenever the United States Forest Ser-
vice undertakes a substantial project it does 
studies to plan the project, determine the envi-
ronmental effect, etc.  Before it begins its stud-
ies, is gathers information to determine their 
scope..  This pre-study information gathering is 
called scoping.
	 Here, a group of West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy Public Lands Committee mem-
bers were invited on a pre-scoping tour of the 
Deer Creek project area, located in the Deer 
Creek watershed area of the Greenbrier River in 
Pocahontas County.  Forest Service aquatic bi-
ologist, Chad Landress, discusses stream con-
ditions on Galford Run, native brook trout habi-
tat in the project area and candy darter habitat 
downstream. 
	 Left to right:  Cory Chase, Larry Thomas, 
Chad Landress, David Johnson, Randy Kesling, 
and Kent Karriker. Also on the trip, but not in the 
photo, Perry Bryant, Rick Webb, Amy Albright 
(NEPA Coordinator), and Jack Tribble, (District 
Ranger).

Woodman, Spare the Tree! (especially the old ones)
As described in the story on page 2, President Biden has issued 

an Order urging that we preserve and protect our forests, particularly 
old growth forests:

Despite their importance, the world’s forests are quickly 
disappearing; only a small fraction of the world’s mature and 
old-growth forests remains.  Here at home, the primary threats 
to forests, including mature and old-growth forests, include 
climate impacts, catastrophic wildfires, insect infestation, and 
disease.  We can and must take action to conserve, restore, 
reforest, and manage our magnificent forests here at home 
and, working closely with international partners, throughout the 
world.

	 Even before the President made his Order, the 
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy was advocating 
for protection of our old growth forests.  In our comments 
on the Forest Service’s proposed Upper Cheat River  
project, our Public Lands Committee said this:

We also again urge the Forest Service to reconsider 
proposed harvests in existing stands that are over 120 years 
old.  Old forests constitute important reservoirs of stored carbon 

that are critical on a nation-wide and global basis for mitigating 
the ongoing acceleration of climate change, and old forests 
provide habitat and species diversity within the otherwise 
intensively managed watershed.  Old forests are currently 
near desired levels on National Forest land, and likely are less 
common on more intensively managed private lands within the 
project area.  

	 We will continue to advocate for forest preservation, old 
growth forests in particular.

Happy Mothers Day!
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PRESIDENT: Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 567-2602, 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT: Marilyn Shoenfeld, 167 Balsam Way, Davis, WV 26260, (304) 866-
3484
VICE PRESIDENT FOR STATE AFFAIRS: Vacant
SECRETARY: John McFerrin, 202 Van Tassel Court, Morgantown, WV 26508, (304) 291-8305,
TREASURER: Bob Marshall, 2108 Emma Road, Kenna, WV 25248, (304)545-6817, 
PAST PRESIDENT: Cynthia D. Ellis, 3114 Steel Ridge Road, Red House, WV 25168, (304) 586-
4135,

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2022)
Jackie Burns 304 866 4093
Randy Kesling, 116 Farm Meadow Drive, Bridgeport, WV 26330; (304) 622-5982; 
Kent Karriker, 344 Harpertown Road, Elkins, WV 26241  (304) 636-8651,
Patrica Gundrum, Charleston, WV
Luanne McGovern, 858 Alta Road, Charleston WV 25314, (973) 873-3369

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2023)
George Hack; 510 HANNA RD; Bel Air, MD 21014; 443 742-0463 
Rick Webb, 481 Ravens Run Road, Monterey, VA 24465, (540) 468-2881,
Hugh Rogers, 531 Moon Run, Kerens, WV 26276, (304)636-2662,
Susan Rogers Rosenblum, 135 Fern Lane, Davis, WV 26260, (412)759-9234
Campbell Moore 1716 Cortland Road; Dacis, WV (443) 975-8351

DIRECTOR EMERITUS: George E. Beetham Jr., 2819 Mt. Carmel Avenue, Glenside, PA 19038, 
(267) 252-3748

ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORS
WEST VIRGINIA CAVE CONSERVANCY:  Randy Rumer; 295 Caraway Lane
Renick, WV 24966;  (304) 497-2657; 
PITTSBURGH CLIMBERS:  Buff Rodman, 32 Crystal Drive, Oakmont, PA 15139, (412) 828-8983,
BROOKS BIRD CLUB:  Cynthia D. Ellis, 3114 Steel Ridge Road, Red House, WV 25168, (304) 
586-4135, 
WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS COALITION  Dave Ruediger
MOUNTAINEER CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED Randy Kesling, 116 Farm Meadow Drive, 
Bridgeport, WV 26330; (304) 622-5982;
FRIENDS OF THE LITTLE KANAWHA:  Cindy Rank, 4401 Eden Road, Rock Cave , WV 26234, 
(304) 924-5802, 
ALLEGHENY HIGHLANDS ALLIANCE:  Vacant
SHAVERS FORK COALITION:  Jeff Witten, President, 578 Falkner Rd, Elkins, 26241, (304) 362-
5330, 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE:  Cindy Rank, 4401 Eden Road, Rock Cave, WV 26234, 
(304) 924-5802
PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  Kent Karriker, 344 Harpertown Road, Elkins, WV 
26241  (304) 636-8651, 
RENEWABLE ENERGY COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas,  P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 
567-2602, 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Luanne McGovern, 858 Alta Road, Charleston WV 25314, (973) 873-
3369
ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE:  Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 
567-2602,
RIVERS COMMITTEE:  Susan Rogers Rosenblum, 135 Fern Lane, Davis, WV 26260, (412)759-
9234
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE:  Hugh Rogers, 531 Moon Run Road, Kerens, WV 26276, (304) 636-
2662,
CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE: Perry Bryant; 1544 Lee Street, East, Charleston, WV 25311, 
304-344-1673, 

MISCELLANEOUS OFFICES
WEB PAGE – DIGITAL PUBLISHING: Dan Radmacher, (540) 798-6683,

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Dave Saville;PO Box 569, Morgantown, WV 26507;
WVHC50@gmail.com; 304-692-8118
PROGRAM DIRECTOR:   Cory Chase, 1602 Appalachian Highway, Dryfork WV 26263, (304) 599-
4906
HIGHLANDS VOICE EDITOR:  John McFerrin, 202 Van Tassel Court, Morgantown, WV 26508, 
(304) 291-8305, johnmcferrin@aol.com

BUMPER STICKERS
To get free I ♥ Mountains bumper sticker(s), send a 

SASE to P. O. Box 306, Charleston, WV  25321.  Slip a dollar 
donation (or more) in with the SASE and get 2 bumper stickers.  
Businesses or organizations wishing to provide bumper stickers 
to their customers/members may have them free. (Of course 
if they can afford a donation that will be gratefully accepted.)

The Highlands Voice: It’s Not Just for 
Reading Any More

	 The Highlands Voice is the main way that the West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy communicates with its members.  But 
we would like to communicate with more than our members.  
We have a valuable perspective and information; we would 
like to communicate with everybody.  We still offer electronic 
delivery. If you would prefer to receive it electronically instead 
of the paper copy please contact Dave Saville at WVHC50@
gmail.com. With electronic delivery, you will receive a link to 
a pdf of the Voice several days before the paper copy would 
have arrived. 
	 No matter how you receive it, please pass it along.  If 
electronically, share the link.  If paper, hand it off to a friend, 
leave it around the house, leave it around the workplace.  It’s 
not just for reading.  It’s for reading and passing along.
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Mon National Forest Hiking Guide
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, the new edition of the treasured guide to every trail in 

the Monongahela National Forest features brand-new topographic maps and Kent Mason’s gorgeous photos, all in color.
The Guide has been updated with the cooperation of National Forest District Rangers and 

Recreation Specialists to reflect changes in the past ten years:
       * newly designated wilderness areas
       * new trails near campgrounds and sites of special significance
       * a new complex of interconnected trails on Cheat Mountain
       * rerouted and discontinued trails
       * ratings for difficulty, scenery, access to water, and much else

The definitive guide to the Mon adds a wealth of information about history, wildlife, and 
botany; safety, preparation, and weather; horseback and mountain bike riding and cross-country 
skiing; as well as sources of further information on the Forest and its environs.
	 The Monongahela National Forest has long been known as a ‘Special Place’. The hiking, 
backpacking, and cross-country skiing opportunities it provides are among the best in the eastern 
U.S. New wilderness and backcountry trails have been added to the outstanding areas we have 
appreciated for decades – Otter Creek Wilderness, Dolly Sods Wilderness, Flatrock Plains, 
Roaring Plains, Blackwater Canyon, Spruce Knob, North Fork Mountain, Shaver’s Mountain, 
Laurel Fork Wilderness, Cranberry Wilderness -- and there are lesser-known gems to be found 
in between.

Profits from the sale of these guides support a wide variety of worthy environmental projects 
for the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

Send $18.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

P.O. Box 306
Charleston, WV 25321

OR
Order from our website at

www.wvhighlands.org

Monongahela 
National Forest 

Hiking Guide
9th Edition

Allen de Hart and Bruce Sundquist
for West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

HATS FOR SALE
We have West Virginia Highlands Conservancy baseball style caps for sale as well as I   Mountains caps.
The WVHC cap is beige with green woven into the twill with a pre-curved visor. The front of the cap has West Virginia Highlands 

Conservancy logo and the words West Virginia Highlands Conservancy on the front and I (heart) Mountains on the back. It is soft twill, 
unstructured, low profile, sewn eyelets, cloth strap with tri-glide buckle closure.  

The I   Mountains The colors are stone and red.. The front of the cap has I          MOUNTAINS. The heart is red. The red hats 
are soft twill, unstructured, low profile, sewn eyelets, cloth strap with tri-glide buckle closure. The stone has a stiff front crown with a velcro 
strap on the back. All hats have West Virginia Highlands Conservancy printed on the back. Cost is $20 by mail. West Virginia residents add 
6% tax.  Make check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and send to West Virginia HIghlands Conservancy, Atten: Online 
Store, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV  25321-0306
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1902 ELJAZID ST BOX 905       DELLSLOW, WV 26531     HTTPS://WVCLIMATE.ORG       INFO@WVCLIMATE.ORG      304-541-4494
Announcing a Hybrid Webinar to be held on Monday, May 16, 2022:
“Utility-Scale Solar – a Revolution in Progress.”

Large solar panel installations that can connect to the electric power grid are proliferating across America. Plans to site these “utility-
scale solar” installations in Appalachia, including on previously mined lands, have captured public attention.  What does this revolution in 
clean energy production mean for our society?  What can we expect as its revolutionary future unfolds?

To help answer these questions, on Monday, May 16, 2022, the West Virginia Center on Climate Change (“WV3C”) will present a 
live, audience-interactive, “hybrid webinar” program – online via Zoom and in-person in Morgantown, WV. Register here for free in-person 
and/or online attendance, or email  info@wvclimate.org.

The main speaker will be David Feldman, Senior Financial Analyst at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (“NREL”).  His 
areas of research and expertise include renewable energy policy and project finance, corporate finance in the energy sector, and solar 
energy market analysis.

David Feldman’s NREL publications include “Emerging Opportunities and Challenges in Financing Solar;” “The Role of 
Advancements in Solar Photovoltaic Efficiency, Reliability, and Costs;” “Financing U.S. Renewable Energy Projects Through Public Capital 
Vehicles;” ”Photovoltaic (PV) Pricing Trends: Historical, Recent, and Near-Term Projections;” “Winter 2021/2022 Solar Industry Update;” and 
“Towards Decarbonization: Establishing a Sustainable, Equitable, Diverse Workforce in the U.S. Photovoltaic Industry.” He is a member of 
the Washington, D.C., office of the NREL’s Strategic Energy Analysis Center. He earned a MBA from the Yale School of Management, and 
a BA from Amherst College.

The discussion panel will include Daniel Chiotos, Sales and Market Development Director at Mountain View Solar in Berkeley 
Springs, WV.  He holds a BS in Political Science and Government from Shepherd University and is a certified Building Performance Analyst 
and Energy Practitioner.

	 Also participating in the discussion panel will be Betsy Arlen, Director of Development and Real Estate for Sun Tribe Development, 
a provider of large-scale renewable energy solutions. With over 14 years of renewable energy industry experience, her responsibilities 
encompass overseeing the company’s Site Origination strategy and Real Estate portfolio, including site acquisition, outreach, and contract 
negotiations, along with Sun Tribe’s geospatial solutions and data systems. Betsy manages the Company’s brightfield initiatives, including 
advancing solar on formerly mined lands in The Nature Conservancy’s Cumberland Forest in Southwest Virginia. She holds an M.A. in 
Geography and a B.A. in Geography from Wayne State University in Detroit.  

A “hybrid webinar” combines an online Zoom audience and speakers, and an in-person audience and speakers.  This program will 
be hosted at the West Virginia University Media Innovation Center Story Hub, on the 4th floor of the Evansdale Crossing Building, 62 Morrill 
Way, Morgantown WV 26506.  Doors open at 6:30 PM USET, and the online program will go from 7:00 to 8:00 PM USET. WVU’s COVID 
protocol is currently “masks optional.” Free parking after 5PM.

Registrants receive a Zoom link to attend the online program and reminder emails; and are welcome to attend in person or online, 
regardless of what plans they indicate. A video recording will be available for registrants who cannot attend. We do not share contact 
information.

For more information, go to https://wvclimate.org/, or email info@wvclimate.org.
Register here for free in-person and/or online attendance, or email  info@wvclimate.org. 
Thanks to the Appalachian Stewardship Foundation and the Dunn Foundation for making these programs possible!

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3If22xg2SvaBNeGWN3etHA
mailto:info@wvclimate.org
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3If22xg2SvaBNeGWN3etHA
mailto:info@wvclimate.org
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May 12   Mill Race Park, Parsons   11:00 - 12:30 
Friends of the Cheat is seeking long term 
volunteers to monitor streams as part of our 
CAPABLE (Cheat Aquatic Pollution And 
BaseLine Ecological) Monitoring Program that 
are currently affected by Corridor H 
construction in the Parsons area, as well as 
those streams and rivers that may be affected 
by the Corridor H construction from Parsons to 
Thomas/Davis in the future.  

A portion of the streams within the proposed 
route are naturally reproducing brook trout 
streams with outstanding water quality.  
Gathering baseline data is critical to 
protecting these waters in the future. 

You can help our community preserve stream 
and drinking water quality by becoming a 
volunteer! 

If interested, email or phone 
RVSP is required at: 
madison@cheat.org 

304-329-3621 x7  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CAPABLE Citizen Science 
Stream Monitor Training 

Your Family Name 
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Abolish WV Spring/Summer Bear Dog Training
By Allen Johnson

(The rest of the story on the next page)

This pictureis of a young bear that entered  our chicken coop 
in August, 2020. I shot it at the command of a WVDNR game warden 
who otherwise would have to do it himself. Several nights earlier a 
then-unknown predator had broken the outside of our coop enough 
to get in and eat two of our hens. At the time I was puzzled as it 
did not seem the work of a fox or raccoon. This time our dog was 
barking, it was mid-afternoon, and the 
chicken entrance was open. When I 
saw a small bear inside the henhouse, I 
first wondered how it could get through 
a small door one foot wide and two feet 
tall? 

Here’s why: the bear, likely a two-
year cub, was emaciated. A radio collar 
was around the bear’s neck….and its 
right front leg had slipped through the 
collar! Someone had illegally captured 
the cub and fitted it with a radio collar 
to track its whereabouts. Fitted too 
loosely, the bear had pawed at the 
irritating collar and had inadvertently 
pushed its paw through into the collar 
where it was stuck. 

Severely handicapped by the crippling collar, the bear was 
unable to forage in a normal way. Desperately facing imminent 
starvation, it had encroached upon our chicken coop. 

The neck collar, now overtightened from the leg, had cut 
through the skin into an open wound infested with maggots. Clearly 
the bear was in misery soon to die from starvation and the infected 
and infested wound. 

The game warden arrived following our phone call and picked 
up the bear to take away. He said the radio collar was not one that 
an authorized wildlife researcher would use. Yet he could not trace it. 

My wife and I were incredibly sad. If the invader bear had been 
normal, we would have shooshed it out and on its way. We were 
angry that some unknown hunter had trapped this cub to follow its 
whereabouts through an illegal collar device. 

So how did this hunter capture a bear cub? West Virginia is 
one of several states that permit a hunting method called hounding. 
Bear dogs are trained to get on the scent of a bear and chase it until 
the exhausted bear either turns on the dogs to fight them or climbs a 
tree to escape the pack. The dogs are equipped with radio collars so 
the hunters can locate the pack, find the treed bear, and shoot it. 
West Virginia’s 24-Hour, 365 Day Bear Hound Training Season

Many (not all) bear-hound states allow a training season, 
beginning in late summer or early fall, so that the dogs can practice 
chasing bears, typically taking several hours over many miles. During 
training season, it is against the law for a hunter to kill a bear.  

West Virginia differs from other hounding states.  It has an all-
year, 365-day, 24-hour, bear dog training season. In other words, bears 

can be dog-chased for training or (in 
season) killing year-round. “Sportsmen” 
can chase bears in spring and summer, 
often scattering cubs from their running 
mother. 
Spring/Summer Bear Training Hunts 
Must Be Abolished!

West Virginia is one of 32 states 
that permit bear hunting. Of this number, 
18 allow hunting with hounds. From 
what I can ascertain, most of these 
states allow a season to train dogs 
to chase live bears in late summer or 
August. For example, Virginia’s season 
is August 1 through September 25, with 
hours 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. No Black Bears 

can be taken during this season.
West Virginia is an exception, allowing training 24-hour, 365-

day, all-year long. Then during hunting season bears can be legally 
killed with adherence to regulations.  

Typically, bear cubs are born during their mother’s winter 
hibernation. The bears come out of hibernation in March or April. These 
small inexperienced cubs are especially prone to separation from the 
sow bear during a chase even through that first year. Surviving cubs 
hibernate with their mama the following winter, then separate from the 
sow the following summer.  Orphan cubs are likely to die of starvation 
or predation. 

“West Virginia residents’ attitudes and opinions toward 
American black bear hunting” was an extensive study conducted by 
Christopher W. Ryan, John W. Edwards, and Mark Damian Duda 
under auspices of WVDNR, WVU Division of Forestry, and Responsive 
Management. Over 1200 West Virginia residents were surveyed in 
2006. Although regional differences were noted, most respondents 
accepted bear hunting. However (quoting), “our study found that even 
among hunters, public opposition exceeded support for the current, 
year-round training season of black bear hunting dogs.”
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More about Bear Dogs (Continued from previous page)

Tell a Friend!
	 If you have a friend you would like to invite to join the West 
Virginia Highlands Conservancy just fill out this form and send it 
to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Box 306, Charleston, 
WV 25321.

Person you wish to refer:                                                                                   

Address:                                                                                                                    
		
                                                                                                                           

Email                                                                                                                          

Your name:                                                                                                               

	 Filling out the form, etc. is, of course, the old school way of 
doing things.  If you prefer, just email the information to Dave 
Saville at WVHC50@gmail.com.
	 The way it works:  Anyone you refer gets The Highlands 
Voice for six months.  At the end of the six months, they get a 
letter asking if they want to join.  If they join, we’re happy.  If 
not, then maybe next time.

Landowner Arrested for Impeding a 
Hunt

In April 2021 Eddie Fletcher heard the loud barking of 
hounds close to his house on his wooded property in Greenbrier 
County. Fletcher quickly ran to the sound. Four snarling hounds 
were tearing on a bear cub. Fletcher tied up two of the hounds, 
using his belt and a shoe string, and getting dog-bit in the 
process. The cub scooted up an adjacent tree. Fletcher went 
to his house, called 9-1-1 to call the police, then secured the 
hounds on by his porch with drinking water.

When the hunter appeared to retrieve his radio-collared 
hounds, he cell-phoned a game warden to accuse Fletcher of 
illegally impeding a hunt. The game warden showed up and 
issued Fletcher a citation for unlawfully impeding a hunt. Fletcher 
countered that if he had not intervened, the dogs would certainly 
have ripped the cub to death.  

During the subsequent hearing, attended by the arresting 
officer and accusing hunter, the prosecution made clear that 
indeed Fletcher had broken the law. His 80-acre property was 
not posted. He had illegally tied up the hounds. Fletcher, an 
experienced outdoorsman and hunter himself, felt so strongly 
that training hounds in the spring was wrong that he was 
willing to be jailed rather than pay a fine. Impeding a hunt is a 
misdemeanor with a fine of $100 to $500 and/or imprisonment 
for 10 to 100 days. As it turned out, the case was dismissed on 
technical grounds.

Fletcher says there were two other incidents later that 
spring where cubs were treed on his property, separated from 
its mother during a spring hound chase.  Cubs will loudly bawl 
for their mother for two or three days, either to be retrieved 
by mamma or to come down due to hunger. Last year, a cub 
stopped crying after a couple of days. Fletcher heard coyotes 
nearby. 

Many people feel that hounding is unethical and not “fair 
chase” hunting as it gives too much advantage to the hunter who uses 
sophisticated GPS collared dogs, sets of fresh hounds, and often an 
army of jeep-driving hunters. An exhausted bear will climb a tree or 
turn to fight and often maim the pursuing dogs. On the other hand, 
many feel that hunting with dogs is a long-honored tradition, and that 
trained dogs can help the DNR eliminate nuisance bears.

The Spring/Summer bear dog training season must be 
abolished. Eddie Fletcher has started a petition drive. To sign the 
petition, go to https://www.change.org/p/wv-division-of-natural-
resources-give-cubs-a-chance or go to the website, change.org and 
type in the search icon “give cubs a chance.”

https://www.change.org/p/wv-division-of-natural-resources-give-cubs-a-chance
https://www.change.org/p/wv-division-of-natural-resources-give-cubs-a-chance
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  ►The baby shirts are certified organic cotton and are offered in one infant and several toddler sizes and an infant onesie.  Slogan is “I ♥   
Mountains  Save One for Me!” Onesie [18 mo.]---$25, Infant tee [18 mo.]---$20, Toddler tee, 2T,3T,4T, 5/6---$20
 ► Soft pima cotton adult polo shirts are a handsome earthtone light brown and feature the spruce tree logo.  Sizes M-XL  [Shirts run large 
for stated size.]  $ 25.00, 2XL $26.50
 
To order by mail [WV residents add 6 % sales tax] make check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and send to West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy, Online Store, PO Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321-0306

T- SHIRTS
	 White, heavy cotton T-shirts with the I      Mountains slogan on the front.  The lettering is blue and the heart is red.  “West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy” in smaller blue letters is included below the slogan.  Short sleeve in sizes: S, M, L, XL, and XXL.  Long sleeve 
in sizes S, M, L, and XL. Short sleeve model is $18 by mail; long sleeve is $22.  West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax.  Send 
sizes wanted and check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy ATTEN: Online Store, WVHC, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 
25321-0306.

The same items are also available at our on-line store:   www.wvhighlands.org


