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Pipeline still stopped for other reasons

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Approves 
Change for Mountain Valley Pipeline

By John McFerrin
 The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has 
approved a change in the construction method that the Mountain 
Valley Pipeline (MVP) will use to cross many of the streams and 
wetlands in its path.
 The change is from what is called “open trench” to “trenchless” 
crossings.  This means that MVP had planned to cross streams and 
wetlands by digging a ditch across the stream or wetland, putting 
in the pipe, and covering it up.  In most, if not all, of the streams 
this would require temporarily damming the stream while digging the 
ditch, etc.

 In the new plan, MVP would dig holes on both side of the 
stream or wetland.  They would be big enough to accommodate the 
drilling equipment and deep enough to get below the stream bed.  It 
would then drill horizontally under the stream or wetland.  How deep 
the holes would be would depend upon the terrain on either side of 
the stream or wetland.
 FERC concluded that the newly proposed method would be 
“environmentally preferable” and, because of this, had little hesitation 
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Thoughts from our President
By Larry Thomas

Throughout April, Old Man Winter still wasn’t quite ready to 
leave the highlands. We have had snow, heavy winds and freezing 
temperatures that have continued to do some damage. Even so, the 
signs of spring are everywhere. Trees are greening and mammals who 
have been sleeping during the long winter have reappeared and are 
scurrying about filling long empty stomachs. Spring flowers and fruit 
trees are in bloom everywhere you look. What a beautiful time of the 
year Mother Nature is providing.
Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation’s Forests, 
Communities, and Local Economies

On April 22, the president signed an executive order aimed at 
protecting the United States’ forests, especially old-growth forests. 
Among other things, the order directs the Department of the Interior 
to inventory the old-growth forests on federal lands over the course of 
the next year and identify the threats to these trees along with ways 
to better safeguard them. The order also sets targets for reforesting 
federal lands by 2030 and helping curb deforestation around the world.

Strengthening America’s forests, which are home to 
cherished expanses of mature and old-growth forests on 
Federal lands, is critical to the health, prosperity, and resilience 
of our communities — particularly in light of the threat of 
catastrophic wildfires.  Forests provide clean air and water, 
sustain the plant and animal life fundamental to combating 
the global climate and biodiversity crises, and hold special 
importance to Tribal Nations.  We go to these special places to 
hike, camp, hunt, fish, and engage in recreation that revitalizes 
our souls and connects us to history and nature.  Many 
local economies thrive because of these outdoor and forest 
management activities, including in the sustainable forest 
product sector.

Globally, forests represent some of the most biodiverse 
parts of our planet and play an irreplaceable role in reaching 
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions. Terrestrial carbon sinks 
absorb around 30 percent of the carbon dioxide emitted 
by human activities each year.  Here at home, America’s 
forests absorb more than 10 percent of annual United States 
economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions.  Conserving old-
growth and mature forests on Federal lands while supporting 
and advancing climate-smart forestry and sustainable forest 
products is critical to protecting these and other ecosystem 
services provided by those forests.

Despite their importance, the world’s forests are quickly 
disappearing; only a small fraction of the world’s mature and 
old-growth forests remains.  Here at home, the primary threats 
to forests, including mature and old-growth forests, include 
climate impacts, catastrophic wildfires, insect infestation, and 
disease.  We can and must take action to conserve, restore, 

reforest, and manage our magnificent forests here at home 
and, working closely with international partners, throughout 
the world.”

From the Executive Order: Executive Order on Strengthening the 
Nation’s Forests, Communities, and Local Economies | The White 
House

The WVHC Public Lands Committee will be monitoring the 
implementation of the requirements by the Monongahela National 
Forest, George Washington National Forest and the Jefferson National 
Forest.

FERC Approves Change to Mountain Valley Pipeline Plan
Mountain Valley Pipeline developers are now allowed to dig 

tunnels below streams and wetlands, and environmental groups say 
they are concerned about the effects on wildlife and habitat (for more, 
see the story on p. 1).

The fate of the multistate natural gas pipeline remains uncertain, 
after years of setbacks.

Lewis Freeman, executive director of the Allegheny-Blue Ridge 
Alliance, said there is little scientific evidence to back up the recent 
ruling by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
See the ruling at: eLibrary | File List (ferc.gov)

“This environmental efficacy and integrity of boring underneath 
that many streams and wetlands has not been demonstrated,” Freeman 
asserted. “In fact, even the U.S. EPA (Environmental Protection 
Agency) raised lots of questions in their comments to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission.”

In a written statement, the commission said the trenchless water 
body crossing method will result in fewer environmental impacts than 
the crossing method the Commission approved under the original 
proposal. See the written statement at: eLibrary | File List (ferc.gov) 
and environmental assessment at: CP21-57 MVP Amendment Project 
EA | Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (ferc.gov)

See the Sierra Club post “The Mountain Valley Pipeline Is Far from 
Inevitable” for a current status of the Mountain Valley Pipeline at https://www.
sierraclub.org/articles/2022/03/mountain-valley-pipeline-far-inevitable. 
Biden Restores Climate to Landmark Environmental Law
A new rule requires agencies to analyze the climate impacts of proposed 
highways, pipelines and other projects, and gives local communities 
more input.
 The Biden administration announced that it is restoring parts 
of a bedrock environmental law, once again requiring that climate im-

(More on the next page)

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/04/22/executive-order-on-strengthening-the-nations-forests-communities-and-local-economies/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/04/22/executive-order-on-strengthening-the-nations-forests-communities-and-local-economies/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/04/22/executive-order-on-strengthening-the-nations-forests-communities-and-local-economies/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_num=20220408-3055
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_num=20220408-3055
https://cms.ferc.gov/media/cp21-57-mvp-amendment-project-ea
https://cms.ferc.gov/media/cp21-57-mvp-amendment-project-ea
https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2022/03/mountain-valley-pipeline-far-inevitable
https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2022/03/mountain-valley-pipeline-far-inevitable
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More about the Mountain Valley Pipeline (Continued from p. 1)
in approving the change.
 The switch in crossing method would involve 183 stream 
bodies at 120 locations.  There would also be a slight shift in the route 
to avoid one wetland and one waterbody.
 Much of the decision was taken up with swatting away 
objections.  There were about seventy five individuals and groups that 
had intervened in the proceedings before FERC.  Some wanted to 
talk about climate change; some wanted to talk about the route; some 
wanted to talk about whether a big pipeline was needed or not.
 FERC’s response to such objections was that it had already 
decided those questions.  It had approved the route; this proceeding 
was just about crossing methods.  It had decided the pipeline was 
needed.  It found that the carbon emissions for the new method would 
be greater but decided that the increase would be so tiny that it would 
not be a basis for denying permission for the proposed change.  

FERC did recognize that the MVP had had problems complying 
with various environmental laws and that both Virginia and West 
Virginia had taken enforcement action, imposed fines, etc.  FERC said 
that those problems were between the MVP and the state agencies 
and were none of FERC’s business.

The Order addressed some concerns that were unique to the 
trenchless method.  It acknowledged that the drilling would be noisy; 
since the average drilling would only take eighteen days it didn’t 
consider the temporary noise to be significant.  Holes dug on each 
side of the stream to accommodate the drilling would often encounter 
groundwater which would have to be pumped out to accommodate the 
drilling equipment.  Water pumped out would have to be pumped to 

some spot well away from the stream and sediment control methods 
would have to be used.  Any dewatering of any aquifer by pumping out 
the hole would be temporary.

The change in crossing method does solve some legal problems 
that had plagued the MVP.  So long as it was working in the stream or 
wetland, it would be within the jurisdiction of the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers.  It has jurisdiction to enforce the Clean Water Act, 
including granting permits.  If the MVP is drilling under the streams 
and wetlands, it is no longer within the jurisdiction of the Corps of 
Engineers, at least on these crossings.  The MVP had had difficulty 
being approved, not because of the Corps of Engineers but because 
of various court actions.  The new crossing method addresses that 
problem.

The change also eliminates the possibility that states could 
object to the crossings.  Even though the Corps of Engineers approves 
permits, the Clean Water Act gives Virginia and West Virginia the 
opportunity to object, saying that the projects did not protect water 
quality.  With no Corps of Engineers permit, there is on opportunity 
to object.  Last time Virginia had an opportunity to object it did so, 
pointing out how the pipeline construction would affect water quality.  
The last time West Virginia had that opportunity, it waived the right.  

While this decision represents a step forward for the MVP, a 
happy dance by its developers would be premature.  It still has not 
gotten approval of how it plans to accommodate endangered species.  
Neither does it have permission to cross Jefferson National Forest.  
There are also some stream and wetland crossings that it plans to 
make by the open trench method.  Those must be finally approved.

pacts be considered, and local communities have input before federal 
agencies approve highways, pipelines and other major projects.
 The administration has resurrected requirements of the 50-year-
old National Environmental Policy Act. The final rule would require 
federal agencies to conduct an analysis of the greenhouse gases that 
could be emitted over the lifetime of a proposed project, as well as how 
climate change might affect new highways, bridges and other infrastruc-
ture, according to the White House Council on Environmental Quality. 
The rule, which takes effect in 30 days, would also ensure agencies 
give communities directly affected by projects a greater role in the ap-
proval process.
The Burning Question: Why Not Burn Trash? Another Great Leave 
No Trace Post
Whether you are in your backyard or in the backcountry, burning trash 
in your fire has negative impacts on human, animal and plant health 
alike. Garbage has changed over the years and today’s household 
trash contains a plethora of plastics and paper treated chemicals, coat-

ings, and inks. Trash items like plastics, rubber, foam, textiles, synthetic 
materials, and batteries contain hazardous chemicals as well. When 
burnt, these chemicals are released into the air and then breathed in by 
those in close proximity. The chemicals can also be absorbed by your 
skin in some cases and even absorbed by the food you might be cook-
ing over that fire. See the three vital reasons we do not recommend 
burning trash in your backyard fire pit, at the nearby park’s barbeque 
grill, or in your campsite’s fire ring at: The Burning Question: Why Not 
Burn Trash? - Leave No Trace (lnt.org)

The WVHC board wants to thank all of our members and 
supporters for their continued support as well as all of the committees 
for their hard work. May promises to be another busy month for the 
Conservancy as well as other environmental organizations that we 
continue to work with on various issues and we will keep you informed, 
as events occur, through The Highlands Voice.

More Thoughts from President Larry (Continued from previous page)

https://lnt.org/the-burning-question-why-not-burn-trash/
https://lnt.org/the-burning-question-why-not-burn-trash/
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The First Season of Dolly Sods Wilderness Stewards
Plans for Now and the Future

By Dave Johnston
 In the first five parts of this article, which is based on the 
presentation I made at the WVHC Fall Review, we looked at the 
provisions of the Wilderness Act of 1964 as they relate to the values 
of “wilderness character”, the history of Dolly Sods as a wilderness, 
and the impacts that growing visitation has had. Last month we looked 
at how the Dolly Sods Wilderness Stewards was formed, what we 
do, and what we learned from the first season of experience. 
 This month, as we begin to head into the next “open season” 
at Dolly Sods, I want to cover our immediate plans, things we expect 
to implement over the summer, and ways that you can get involved.
Wilderness Trailhead Stewards
 The Trailhead Stewards are undoubtedly the most visible of 
our activities, and arguably the one that has the most direct effect on 
the people whose choices affect the wilderness character of Dolly 
Sods. Trailhead Stewards engage with visitors setting out on a hike 
and serve as a resource for what they need to know about Dolly 
Sods and experiencing the wilderness.
 We need more Trailhead Stewards volunteers. Last year we 
were able to cover the three busiest of the eight Dolly Sods trailheads 
about 1/3 of the time on weekends. This year we want to cover at 
least those three trailheads for all or most of weekends and holidays. 
To do that we need a large cadre of people, each of whom can spend 
just a little of their time at the trailheads. 
 Being a Trailhead Steward is easy and fun. There is no 
minimum time commitment, and you can sign up for your preferred 
trailhead and time slot (usually three hours) using a convenient online 
form. You get to chat with people who share your interest in Dolly 
Sods, and pass on advice that will help them have an enjoyable visit, 
consistent with wilderness values. Visitors are uniformly receptive, 
and even enthusiastic, about having a knowledgeable resource at 
the trailhead.
 WVHC and the Monongahela National Forest (MNF) provide 
the training, which covers the history, character, and challenges of 
Dolly Sods, the “key message” we want to communicate to visitors, 
and techniques for engaging people. The next in-person training is 
scheduled for May 15 at the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center. The 
training will be immediately followed by a picnic for all Wilderness 
Stewards, with food provided by WVHC.
To complete the training, new Stewards meet up with an experienced 
Trailhead Steward at a trailhead for a shift. You’ll have an opportunity 
to watch the Steward interact with visitors and see how they work in 
the key messages, ask questions and get tips, and start working with 
visitors yourself. The session is usually about three hours, and we 
will work with you to coordinate the schedule for the meetup. After 

that you will be free to schedule yourself for trailhead coverage at 
your convenience, using our online system.
In order to make the Trailhead Stewards more identifiable at the 
trailheads and reinforce the “authority of the resource”, this year 
we will be providing a nice multi-pocket vest to the Stewards. The 
vest will have an embroidered patch with a new logo combining the 
WVHC logo and “Dolly Sods Wilderness Stewards”, and it may also 
have a patch signifying our partnership with the Forest Service. The 
vest can be worn either over light summer clothing or heavier layers 
for colder weather.
 We will also have an enhanced set of maps for the Stewards 
to use at the trailheads. We hand out Dolly Sods trail maps for those 
who came unprepared; paper for casual hikers and a waterproof 
version for backpackers. Because we get a lot of questions about 
the best route to get home or back to “civilization”, we have prepared 
an area map showing the main roads heading to destinations in all 
directions. 
 Being a Trailhead Steward gives you an opportunity to make a 
real, tangible difference in helping maintain the wilderness character 
of Dolly Sods. We’d love to have you join the team. To sign up or for 
more information, go to the WVHC website (wvhighlands.org) and 
click on the link for “Dolly Sods Wilderness Stewards Program”. 
Registration Boxes
 In order to get an idea of how many people are visiting 
the Dolly Sods backcountry, last year the MNF placed voluntary 
registration boxes at seven of the trailheads. WVHC provided the 
materials used for the boxes, and the Wilderness Stewards continue 
to maintain them by picking up used sheets, replenishing supplies, 
and noting needed maintenance. WVHC also enters the sign-in data 
into a spreadsheet and provides that and the original sheet to the 
Forest Service.
 Although we estimate that only about 50% of visitors register, 
last year about 2000 parties and 5000 individual visitors were 
recorded just over a three-month period in the fall. We will continue 
to monitor these boxes in the upcoming season. The MNF plans 
to install additional boxes at the remaining Dolly Sods trailhead on 
Forest Road 80, as well as at the adjacent Roaring Plains West 
Wilderness Trailheads. Once again WVHC will provide the materials 
and the Wilderness Stewards will monitor them. 
 We currently have the “paper route” of all trailhead boxes 
covered, but volunteers who live nearby would be welcome as fill-ins 
and to take over the new boxes.

(More on the next page)
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the needed remedial trail work last year. However, many trouble 
spots continue to adversely affect the natural environment, and we 
hope to at least work with the MNF to address the worst areas during 
2022.
 We would like to keep a group of volunteers who are interested 
in trail maintenance “on standby” for when the Forest Service is 
ready for us to take on some trail work. So if you have experience or 
interest in this, please go to the WVHC website and use the sign-up 
form, and check the box for “Trail Maintenance”.

For more information on what we do and how we do it, go to https://
bit.ly/3pBjiyV on the WVHC website, and for any follow-up questions 
write to dollysodsstewards@gmail.com.

Solitude Monitoring
 One of the key values of wilderness is an “opportunity for 
solitude” and the managing agency is required to account for the 
status of that in its oversight of wilderness. The Dolly Sods Wilderness 
Stewards is assisting the MNF in that by conducting regular surveys 
of backcountry trails. Using standardized methodology and forms, 
pairs of volunteers hike specified trails for a specified amount of time 
and record the number of other hikers and campers they encounter 
along the way. The data is used to compare against wilderness 
benchmarks and detect trends over time.
 Last year we did one round of monitoring in the fall. This year 
we plan on doing this three times, in spring, summer and fall, and 
use a slightly more enhanced method that provides better statistical 
validity. We will start organizing Stewards who are interested in 
participating in this in May. You do not need to be a Trailhead Steward 
in order to participate in this, and a training will be provided. To get 
involved, fill out the Wilderness Stewards sign-up form on the WVHC 
website and check the box for “Solitude Monitoring”.
Campsite Inventory
 As with solitude monitoring, the managing agency for 
wilderness is required to monitor the status of recreational sites 
within the wilderness on a regular basis. The Wilderness Stewards 
will be assisting with this by doing thorough surveys of campsites 
found in Dolly Sods. 
 Last year we did an informal survey of the number and 
location of campsite along about half of the trails. We reported 
about 150 individual sites, some of them grouped together in virtual 
“neighborhoods” and others separate. Many of them had evidence 
of disturbance such as felled or damaged trees and inappropriate 
“camp furniture” made of rocks uprooted and transported from other 
places. Our job will be to identify and catalog all of the sites in Dolly 
Sods, and make measurements and observations about their size, 
proximity to other sites, and degree of impact. 
 This will be a major undertaking, as there may be about 300 
sites in Dolly Sods. We will need volunteers who are patient, tuned 
into details, and willing to follow the procedure developed by us and 
the Forest Service for the project. A separate training will be held with 
some practice sessions. The good news is you will get to hike and 
have an opportunity to help us address one the more pressing issues 
confronting the wilderness.
 To get involved, fill out the Wilderness Stewards sign-up form 
on the WVHC website and check the box for “Campsite Inventory”.
Trail Maintenance
 Because of the need for careful consideration of the impact of 
trail work in the wilderness, the Forest Service was not able prescribe 

More about the Dolly Sods Stewards (Continued from previous page)

 The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is a non-profit 
corporation which has been recognized as a tax exempt orga-
nization by the Internal Revenue Service.  Its bylaws describe 
its purpose:
 The purposes of the Conservancy shall be to promote, 
encourage, and work for the conservation—including both 
preservation and wise use—and appreciation of the natural 
resources of West Virginia and the Nation, and especially of 
the Highlands Region of West Virginia, for the cultural, social, 
educational, physical, health, spiritual, and economic ben-
efit of present and future generations of West Virginians and 
Americans.

 
 The Highlands Voice is published monthly by the West 
Virginia Highlands Conservancy, P. O. Box 306, Charleston, 
WV 25321.  Articles, letters to the editor, graphics, photos, po-
etry, or other information for publication should be sent to the 
editor via the internet or by the U.S. Mail by the last Friday of 
each month.  You may submit material for publication either to 
the address listed above or to the address listed for Highlands 
Voice Editor elsewhere in this issue.  Electronic submissions 
are preferred.
 The Highlands Voice is always printed on recycled paper.  
Our printer uses 100% post consumer recycled paper when 
available.
 The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy web page is 
www.wvhighlands.org.

https://bit.ly/3pBjiyV
https://bit.ly/3pBjiyV
mailto:dollysodsstewards@gmail.com
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Who you gonna believe—me, or your lyin’ eyes?
By Hugh Rogers

 In the last week of April, the Thomas City Council met to hear 
from the state Division of Highways (DOH) on their plans for Corridor 
H. The buzz about an alternative route had been growing louder. “Go 
North,” it said—reminiscent of another campaign more than thirty years 
ago. That campaign had worked. The Corridor turned north at Elkins, 
and was making its way around Parsons instead of Seneca Rocks. 
Could it do the same for Thomas, avoiding Blackwater Canyon? 
 No, no, no, said the DOH. A decision had been made fifteen 
years ago, when a “Final” Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
certified its choice to head straight for the river from the top of Backbone 
Mountain and then cross Route 32 between Thomas and Davis. To 
reconsider northern alternatives, pick one, re-study its environmental 
impacts, and design that roadway would require a long delay. Ten 
years, probably. And funding would be uncertain.
 We had done what we could by filing comments on the EIS. 
The Federal Highway Administration had not signed a Record of 
Decision, so there was no final endorsement to challenge. Yet it 
allowed the DOH to go forward with its single route. Public complaints 
had been expressed again in 2019, after a “re-start” was announced 
at Blackwater Falls State Park. And again, in heartfelt tones, at this 
meeting.
 But the DOH did not come to Thomas to persuade us that its 
choice was correct. They believed that day had passed. Rather, it 
hoped to assuage our discontent.
 To those who objected that a four-lane bridge over the 
Blackwater River would intrude on the historic district, Jason Foster, 
Deputy State Highway Engineer, had a message: It won’t be that bad! 
He offered an analogy.
 “Are any of you familiar with the Fayette Station bridge in the 
New River Gorge?”
 Yes, some of us were familiar with the old truss bridge, now 
used by walkers and bikers and one-way for cars. It was just above 
the river, far below the iconic arch bridge that carries Corridor L (US 
19) from rim to rim.
 “When you’re down on that bridge,” he went on, “you’re not 
really aware of the new bridge above you.”
 Travis Long, Director of DOH’s Technical Support Division, 
went even farther: a Blackwater bridge could enhance the historic 
site! It could be designed to blend in: rather than the blocky concrete 
piers we’re used to seeing on most four-lanes, it could rest on elegant 
steel piers, even a steel arch. 
 He pointed to a set of photo illustrations standing on tables at 
the side of the room. The centerpiece featured the bridge concept 
photo-shopped onto a low-angle aerial photo of the river, rail-trail, and 

historic area. Long called it “a shrunk-down New River Gorge bridge.”
 Does it make sense to shrink an icon? It’s the longest single-
span steel arch bridge in the country (the longest in the world, until 
a bridge in China opened in 2003). The Blackwater bridge would 
be one-third as long. Its scaled-down arch would stand on concrete 
blocks beside the trail. The width of the deck can’t be shrunk, as it 
must carry four lanes of traffic.
 Shrinking the height makes the biggest difference. The New 
River span, balanced on platforms halfway up the gorge, soars 876 
feet above the river. From below, it’s a composition of lines against 
the sky. No wonder you don’t feel it as a looming presence. The 
Blackwater bridge is less than a fifth as high.
 Maybe we should call it a mashed-down New River Gorge 
bridge.
 Although Foster’s analogy doesn’t work, we’ll credit the effort 
to reduce the bridge’s impact on a place where it doesn’t belong. A 
steel arch bridge allows landscape to be seen through it. But it can’t 
mitigate the loss of a peaceful and instructive setting.
 More reassurance from the DOH team: they’re considering 
“false cuts” and earth berms to reduce noise and visibility; they 
promise enhancements to the Allegheny Trail; their consultants hope 
to establish once and for all whether the highway would be seen from 
Lindy Point. 
 On a point of importance for the City of Thomas, Travis Long 
emphasized that the truck bypass will be built. As reported in the 
Voice, many people, some of them in local government as well as in 
the DOH, had been skeptical. The bypass would connect Rt. 32 west 
of the Corridor H interchange with US 219 north of town. 
 That raised another question: could they build the bypass first? 
They don’t know. Can it be built as a “usable section” of Corridor H? 
Probably not. It will be treated as an addition to 219. They repeated 
their commitment to build it, but they don’t know how the funding will 
work.
 Coincidentally, DOH people call the northern alternative a 
bypass. Both routes pass outside the towns, of course. The difference 
is the intersection with Rt. 32 on their preferred alternative. Many who 
live there consider it would separate towns that are naturally growing 
together. Jason Foster thinks it’s crucial for economic development. 
In his mind, a northern route would fail that test of an Appalachian 
Development Corridor. Travelers would go right on by—as if there 
were no exits? 
 In his presentation, Long praised the towns for becoming 
“destinations.” One supposes he knows what that means.
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A Vision of Trophy Wild Brook Trout in WV
By Mark Taylor

Dustin Wichterman has always been connected to the wilds of 
West Virginia.

He spent his youth traipsing through the Mountain State’s woods 
and waters. Fishing. Hunting. Foraging ramps and wild mushrooms. 
Being a mountain kid. 

 It was great, but even as a youngster Wichterman knew 
things weren’t perfect, his adventures taking place among scars left 
behind from landscape-altering activities such as mining, logging, 
development and agriculture.  

Now 36, Wichterman is still out there. But these days the 
West Virginia University grad spends a lot of his time working to help 
improve the landscape as the associate director of Trout Unlimited’s 
Mid-Atlantic Coldwater Habitat Program. 

“We are making tremendous progress with our restoration 
work,” said Wichterman, who majored in fisheries. “But we couldn’t be 
making nearly the impact without important federal funding sources 
and help.” 

The projects add up to cleaner, colder streams. To preserved 
farm soil and acreage. To better habitat for fish, including the colorful 
wild trout that lure anglers to gurgling mountain streams. 

All that work creates lots of jobs, too, not only for TU and its 
staff in the state but also for contractors and other partners in the 
projects.  

While TU’s efforts are a common thread throughout, another 
commonality is the importance federal funding and support have 
played. 

TU is eager to increase its commitment to restoration efforts in 
— and beyond — West Virginia in the wake of funding that will be made 
available by the recently passed Infrastructure and Investment and 
Jobs Act, bi-partisan legislation passed in 2021 with critical support 
from West Virginia Representative David McKinley and senators 
Shelley Moore Capito and Joe Manchin. 

TU is experienced tapping into a wide variety of programs to 
help pay for restoration work, which in West Virginia takes place both 
on private property and on public land. 

The sources are many and varied and include the EPA’s 
Chesapeake Bay Program and many programs within the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The USDA is the umbrella under which the 
Forest Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service (with specific funding 
from the Partners for Fish and Wildlife, Fish Passage and National 
Fish Habitat programs), the Farm Bill and many other programs fall. 

In many cases, TU works with cooperative landowners to help 
them navigate funding sources to address restoration needs, which 
can include repairing eroding banks. 

“That not only is important for landowners who are seeing their 
soils wash away but also for the health of streams and, eventually, the 
Chesapeake Bay,” Wichterman said.  

Those relationships often start with Wichterman making phone 
calls or knocking on doors, his status as a lifelong Mountaineer helping 
him connect with those who may be wary of accepting government 
assistance. 

In most cases funding is contingent on landowner participation, 
their financial and in-kind support helping to increase the impact of the 
federal financial investment. 

Wichterman and the rest of the West Virginia team also partner 
regularly with the U.S. Forest Service for multiple projects on the 
Monongahela National Forest. TU’s involvement helps increase the 
Forest Service’s bandwidth on restoration needs, which includes 
enhancing in-stream habitat as well as helping to decommission old, 
damaged and eroding roads that are no longer needed. 

While there are many human beneficiaries of the work, it doesn’t 
end there. Healthy streams support healthy aquatic ecosystems. In 
West Virginia, that often translates to more robust populations of wild 
trout — an important driver for the more than $350 million that 457,600 
licensed anglers spend on fishing in the state annually. 

Wichterman is one of those anglers, having enjoyed first-hand 
the improvements in fishing since TU’s restoration efforts began in 
earnest more than a decade ago.  

Often with his young daughter in tow, Wichterman has tangled 
with trophy-sized wild brook trout — some topping 15 inches — in 
restored streams. He envisions a day when those fertile streams may 
give up brookies pushing 20 inches, something that was possible before 
the arrival of colonists but hasn’t been seen for many generations. 

“That’s a lifetime trophy brook trout anywhere and it’s so exciting 
to think that we could have that in West Virginia again,” Wichterman 
said. 

It’s an audacious goal, certainly. But, thanks in part to federal 
funding sources helping to support watershed-scale restoration work 
throughout West Virginia’s trout country, one that becomes more 
attainable by the day. 

Note:  This originally appeared in Trout, the national publication 
of Trout Unlimited.

https://mckinley.house.gov/
https://www.capito.senate.gov/
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/
https://asafishing.org/state-reports/economic-impacts-of-recreational-fishing-west-virginia/
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The Mayapple
 Immature fruits as well as the vegetative structures of Mayapple are poisonous.  As 
with many drugs, there is a fine line between poison and effective medicinal use. 
American Indians ate the ripe fruits and used a number of medicinal Mayapple preparations. 
The list of uses by American Indian include treatments for rheumatism, as a laxative as well 
as treatment for diarrhea, ulcers, sores, liver and bile problems, hemorrhoids, headaches, 
diuretic, whooping cough, cholera, pneumonia, problems of male and female reproductive 
tracts, as a purgative, and for anthelminthic (worming) purposes. Reportedly, individuals of 
some Indian tribes even used rhizomes of this plant to commit suicide.
 In the 1800s and early 1900s, Mayapple extract was used as an active ingredient in 
Carter’s Little Liver Pills; today, it is used as an extract called “Podophyllin” to remove genital 
warts.  Drugs derived from the rhizome are being used in Europe, and are being tested in 

this country to treat forms of cancer such as cancer of the testes, two forms of lung cancer, Kaposi sarcoma, and some forms of leukemia.  
It also has been used to treat syphilis.  There is some evidence that American Indians used this plant also to treat forms of cancer such as 
ovarian and skin cancer.  Modern research shows evidence of Mayapple extracts that inhibit cell division, thus blocking new growth of tumors.

Information courtesy of the Prince William Wildflower Society.  

Note: The Mayapple is also known as the American Mandrake.  In spite of its similar name, it is not the same species as the 
“mandrake” in the Harry Potter movies; American users of the Mayapple have no need to fear the results shown there.  Neither is 
it the same species featured in Go and Catch a Falling Star by John Donne (1633).

The Mayfly

•	 Mayflies have been around for some 350 million years. This 
means that they existed even before the dinosaurs came to 
existence and they survived extinction event that wiped out the 
dinosaurs.

•	 Nymphs are aquatic and that live under water for nearly 2 to 3 
years. During this time, they undergo about 20 or transformation 
phases.

•	 Adult Mayflies do not have a well-defined functional mouth. This 
means that they cannot eat. Simply put, adult Mayflies do not 
eat. They live for a very short span and their only purpose of 
survival at this stage is reproduction. Once they reproduce, they 
die. Some species will last only for 24 hours in adulthood. 

The Mayflower
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GET A GREAT HISTORY BOOK 
 For the first time, a comprehensive history of West Virginia’s most influential activist environmental organization. 
Author Dave Elkinton, the Conservancy’s third president, and a twenty-year board member, not only traces the major 
issues that have occupied the Conservancy’s energy, but profiles more than twenty of its volunteer leaders.
 From the cover by photographer Jonathan Jessup to the 48-page index, this book will appeal both to Conservancy 
members and friends and to anyone interested in the story of how West Virginia’s mountains have been protected against 
the forces of over-development, mismanagement by government, and even greed.

518 pages, 6x9, color cover, published by Pocahontas Press

To order your copy for $15.95, plus $3.00 shipping, visit the Conservancy’s website, wvhighlands.org, where payment is 
accepted by credit card and PayPal. 
Or write: WVHC, PO Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321. Proceeds support the Conservancy’s ongoing environmental 

projects.    

SUCH A DEAL!
Book Premium With Membership

 Although Fighting to Protect the Highlands, the First 40 Years of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy normally sells for $15.95 
plus $3.00 postage.  We are offering it as a premium to new members.  New members receive it free with membership.
 Existing members may have one for $10.00.  Anyone who adds $10 to the membership dues listed on the How to Join membership 
or on the renewal form  will receive the history book.   Just note on the membership form that you wish to take advantage of this offer.  

Join Now ! ! !

   Name                                                                                                             

   Address                                                                                                                 

   City                                                State                                   Zip                        

    Phone                               Email                                                                                   

Mail to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, P. O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Working to Keep West Virginia Wild and Wonderful

You may also join on-line at www.wvhighlands.org

Membership categories (circle one)
  Individual Family        Org.
Senior         $15
Student              $15
Introductory        $15
Other         $15
Regular         $25     $35         $50
Associate        $50     $75         $100
Sustaining        $100     $150        $200
Patron         $250     $500        $500
Mountaineer        $500     $750       $1000
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A Little Elaboration and Clarification

By John McFerrin
 The March, 2022, issue of The 
Highlands Voice included a story about 
geothermal energy and its potential as a 
source of electricity in West Virginia.  Since 
then, I have heard from readers pointing 
out ways in which it was inaccurate or 
incomplete.  While not fake news, there 
were things in the story which could use 
some clarification.
There are hot springs in West 
Virginia

The story said that West 
Virginia does not have hot springs.  
Untrue.  Of course we have several 
hot springs, including the ones at 
Berkeley Springs State Park where 
George Washington used to come 
for a soak.

While we do have hot springs 
where George Washington and 
countless others found relief, they 
are not hot enough to serve as 
markers for places where electricity 
generation from geothermal energy 
would be possible.   

At the hot springs in West 
Virginia water typically comes out of 
the ground at about 75 degrees.  Hot 
springs in Alaska typically produce water 
at about 165 degrees.  At our most famous 
hot springs—the ones at Yellowstone—
the water emerges at about its boiling 
point.  When water emerges at these 
temperatures, it usually indicates that there 
is water not too far below the surface that 
would be hot enough to be used to generate 
electricity.  Water coming out of the ground 
at 75 degrees does not, at least not with 
current technology, indicate that there is 
nearby accessible water that is hot enough 
to generate electricity.
Geothermal energy is a viable source for 
home heating in West Virginia
 It is true, as the story said, that there is 
no known place in West Virginia where super 

hot water is found not far below the surface.  
Because of this, there is no place in West 
Virginia where we could use geothermal 
energy to make electricity.  The exploration 
that is now occurring might discover super 
hot water close to the surface.  Technology 
might develop that allows much deeper 
drilling to reach such hot water.  With current 

knowledge and technology, however, there 
is no potential in West Virginia for making 
electricity from geothermal energy.
 This does not mean that geothermal 
energy is not a viable energy source for 
home heating.
 Most, and probably all, of the home 
geothermal heating systems in West Virginia 
work on the same principles as the heat 
pumps that most people are familiar with.  
From about ten feet below the surface to 
about one thousand feet below the surface, 
the earth is a uniform temperature of about 
54 degrees.  Home heating and cooling 
systems work by pumping water into these 
subsurface areas.  When the water returns 
to the surface, heat pumps can extract heat 
from the water in heating season and move 

heat from the air into the water in cooling 
season.  They are doing the same thing that 
conventional heat pumps do to the air only 
doing it more efficiently.
 It would also be possible, in West 
Virginia, to use geothermal energy to heat 
buildings or whole complexes.  Water hot 
enough to make electricity may not be 

available in West Virginia.  While we 
have springs that are hot enough 
to keep George Washington toasty, 
we may not have the blazing hot 
water near the surface that current 
technology requires to make 
electricity.

Most of the geothermal 
energy comes from the earth’s core.  
Enough heat to generate electricity 
would be available anywhere if 
we drilled deeply enough.  While 
the answer to the question of how 
deep we would have to drill in West 
Virginia is still uncertain, it may well 
be that the technology does not exist 
to drill as deeply as we would have to 
go to reach water that is hot enough 
to generate electricity.
 The same technology that is 

used to heat individual houses—circulating 
water and heat pumps—could be used to 
heat larger buildings or even a whole city.  

Another approach to heating a city 
would be to drill deeper until the one finds 
water hot enough to heat buildings.  Water 
at that temperature (warm enough to heat 
buildings—but not make electricity) is 
very common and could be reached with 
existing technology.  The up front cost of 
such a system make it appropriate only for 
institutions such as colleges, the Capital 
complex, or whole cities.  Such systems 
are currently in use in such places as New 
Jersey, Minnesota, and Indiana which have 
no more geothermal resources than West 
Virginia does.
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CASRI: Managing Forests for  
Climate Resilience in West Virginia

By John McFerrin
 The Central Appalachian Spruce Res-
toration Initiative (CASRI) is an ecosystem 
restoration organization, focusing upon res-
toration of Red Spruce ecosystems. Katy 
Barlow and Todd Miller made a presentation 
at the 2021 Fall Review.  They both work for 
The Nature Conservancy and are assigned to 
CASRI.
 CASRI is a cooperative venture among 
about fifteen groups, including the West Vir-
ginia Highlands Conservancy.  Its vision is to 
restore Red Spruce to its former range. His-
torically its range was somewhere between 
500,000 and one million acres. Native range 
extended from Maritime Provinces of Canada 
west to Maine, southern Quebec, and south-
eastern Ontario. South into Central New York, 
Pennsylvania, northern New Jersey, and Mas-
sachusetts.  It also extended along the Appa-
lachian Mountains, western Maryland, eastern 
West Virginia, north and West Virginia, west-
ern North Carolina, and eastern Tennessee.  
It grows from near sea level in the northern 
part of its original range to about 6,200’ in the 
southern Appalachian Mountains. 
 Now Spruce’s range is 50,000 acres. 
Extensive logging in the late 1800s and early 
1900s reduced much of the mature forest in 
the Appalachians, including the red spruce-
dominated stands.  We went from extensive 
old growth forests to fragmented islands deci-
mated by logging.  One of the results of the 
fragmentation is lack of genetic diversity.  In-
stead of the genetic diversity that results from 
large, connected stands of Red Spruce, we 
have the more limited diversity found in small, 
isolated spruce forests.  CASRI’s vision is to 
expand and connect remaining patches.
 The smaller, unconnected stands are 
more vulnerable to climate change. The worst 
case outcome from climate change is that the 
Red Spruce habitat will disappear from the 
Central Appalachians.  It will simply be too hot 
for those species to survive.

 The more optimistic outcome is that the 
species will adapt.  The key to this adaptation 
is genetic diversity.  In a genetically diverse 
forest, some of the trees will lack the genetic 
makeup to survive in a warming climate.  If 
the gene pool is diverse, however, there is a 
greater chance that there will be trees in the 
pool with variations that make it possible to 
adapt to the warmer climate.  This is why 
CASRI emphasizes promoting Red Spruce 
forests with genetic diversity.
 CASRI’s research has helped it iden-
tify barriers to the adaptation that will be nec-
essary with climate change.  With climate 
change, species will gradually migrate farther 
north and to higher elevations.  The species 
that make up a spruce forest cannot do that if 
there are barriers to movement, including the 
barrier of lack of connectivity.
 Most people who know of CASRI even 
casually know of it as the tree planters (over 
1.3 million so far), the Johnny Spruceseed 
of Central Appalachia.  While it is that, it is 
more.  Its spruce planting activities are part 
of its larger role in landscape preservation.  It 
is guided by extensive research on how land-
scapes adapt to climate change, what makes 
a landscape resilient, and what barriers to ad-
aptation exist.  The research has led them to 
the understanding that resilience is the result 
of connectivity, biodiversity, ecological func-
tions and adaptive capacity. Its strategy is to 
manage for these attributes and the ecosys-
tem services that benefit human communities. 
 The results of the work are not just 
more trees.  The restoration and expansion 
of spruce forests results in improved soil 
function, enhanced stream habitat, cool tem-
peratures, increased groundwater recharge, 
strengthened ability of the Central Appala-
chians to resist and adapt to climate change, 
and restored connectivity across the forest 
range.  The connected network that CASRI 
seeks to Protect and restore will also provide 

carbon sequestration, fresh water, oxygen, 
and recreation.
 CASRI’s approach to forest manage-
ment includes some aggressive manage-
ment techniques, including “spruce release.”  
Spruce is shade-tolerant, not shade-loving. 
It can get established in low light conditions 
and persist in the understory for up to 100 
years, but will never reach the canopy with-
out a release event. Those events used to be 
more common in old-growth forests, but in 
our younger, secondary forests large release 
events don’t happen often.  For the spruce 
forest management that CASRI envision, this 
spruce release involves eliminating some of 
the hardwood trees with a goal of achieving a 
canopy of 30% spruce.  Release of the spruce 
has resulted in significantly greater growth 
rates compared to unreleased stands.
 CASRI partners have also been re-
storing red spruce ecosystems on floodplains 
along headwater streams.  Climate change is 
driving the increase in frequency and inten-
sity of record-breaking storms. Without tree 
cover and roots in the soil and downed trees 
in streams to slow the flow, heavy rains flood 
downstream communities and carry sediment 
that reduces the quality of beloved fishing ha-
vens.
 The Nature Conservancy and CASRI 
partners are working to restore degraded 
headwaters to one day resemble a gorgeous 
red spruce headwater sponge.  Nature also 
benefits; brook trout populations can thrive 
in the cooler streams, and when we connect 
forest patches the rare birds and reptiles can 
persist.
Note:  This is the last in The Highlands 
Voice’s summaries of presentations at the 
2021 West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
Fall Review.  Thanks to all the presenters 
and those who prepared summaries.  There 
will be another Fall Review in October, 
2022.  Watch for details as we get closer.
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Not all heroes wear capes

Loony Rescue
By Cindy Ellis
 The accurate name for a singular bird is “Common Loon,” but that fascinating flyer is not of-
ten seen by many here in West Virginia.  Most sightings have been recorded during spring and fall 
migration.  In late April, one lucky/unlucky loon found itself in a tricky situation at Hinkle Lake near 
Bridgeport in Harrison County.  
 Birders noticed the bird had flown over the dam to a smaller impoundment.  Now, its anatomy 
was a problem.  The legs of loons are positioned quite far back on their bodies.  This makes for 
superior swimming and diving…but not for water surface take-offs.  They must have quite a bit of 
distance to gain propulsion and lift off.  So, the Bridgeport loon had moved to a bit of water too small 
to accommodate its wish to take off and fly.
 A flurry of concerned messages flew and birders rounded up help.  One person assisting was 
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy board member Randy Kesling.  The concrete sides of most 
of the small pond allowed rescuers to herd the bird without the use of a boat.  It was gently corralled 
and covered with a towel, then moved to the larger lake with the assistance of a careful and helpful 
bystander. Additionally, a fish hook was removed from the webbing in one foot.  The bird seemed to 
be resting in the larger lake, and, no doubt, was able to resume its northern flight.
 We asked Randy, who is also affiliated with Trout Unlimited, a few questions about the res-
cue.  

1.       How did your Master Naturalist experience help with this situation?  
Spending time in the presence of wildlife (plants, animals, fungi, and protists) and taking the 
time to learn and appreciate how the species live, act, and interact in their environment are 
hallmarks of the West Virginia Master Naturalist Program (WVMNP). I have been involved in 
this program for several years, and, in that time, I have had many opportunities in the field and 
the classroom to learn from many knowledgeable professional and amateur naturalists.  I can’t 
dissect any particular knowledge or ability that the WVMNP has given to me that directly influ-
enced the fate of this beautiful loon, but I do know that WVMNP has made a difference in my 
knowledge, my attitudes towards wildlife, and my observation skills.  There is hardly a better 
feeling than the gift of being able to help when situations like that of the loon happen.  
2.     Had you done such a rescue before? 
  I have never done anything like this with a large bird.  I have been up on Dolly Sods when they 
were banding the birds, and I have held and released them.  But this is the closest I have come 
to capturing a Loon until now.  

Common Loon

Leave a Legacy of Hope for the Future
Remember the Highlands Conservancy in your will. Plan 

now to provide a wild and wonderful future for your children and 
future generations. Bequests keep our organization strong and 
will allow your voice to continue to be heard. Your thoughtful 
planning now will allow us to continue our work to protect 
wilderness, wildlife, clean air and water and our way of life.

Send Us a Post Card, Drop Us a Line,
Stating Point Of View

Please email any poems, letters, commentaries, etc. to 
the VOICE editor at johnmcferrin@aol.com or by real, honest 
to goodness, mentioned in the United States Constitution mail 
to WV Highlands Conservancy, PO Box 306, Charleston, WV 
25321.
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 Whenever the United States Forest Ser-
vice undertakes a substantial project it does 
studies to plan the project, determine the envi-
ronmental effect, etc.  Before it begins its stud-
ies, is gathers information to determine their 
scope..  This pre-study information gathering is 
called scoping.
 Here, a group of West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy Public Lands Committee mem-
bers were invited on a pre-scoping tour of the 
Deer Creek project area, located in the Deer 
Creek watershed area of the Greenbrier River in 
Pocahontas County.  Forest Service aquatic bi-
ologist, Chad Landress, discusses stream con-
ditions on Galford Run, native brook trout habi-
tat in the project area and candy darter habitat 
downstream. 
 Left to right:  Cory Chase, Larry Thomas, 
Chad Landress, David Johnson, Randy Kesling, 
and Kent Karriker. Also on the trip, but not in the 
photo, Perry Bryant, Rick Webb, Amy Albright 
(NEPA Coordinator), and Jack Tribble, (District 
Ranger).

Woodman, Spare the Tree! (especially the old ones)
As described in the story on page 2, President Biden has issued 

an Order urging that we preserve and protect our forests, particularly 
old growth forests:

Despite their importance, the world’s forests are quickly 
disappearing; only a small fraction of the world’s mature and 
old-growth forests remains.  Here at home, the primary threats 
to forests, including mature and old-growth forests, include 
climate impacts, catastrophic wildfires, insect infestation, and 
disease.  We can and must take action to conserve, restore, 
reforest, and manage our magnificent forests here at home 
and, working closely with international partners, throughout the 
world.

 Even before the President made his Order, the 
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy was advocating 
for protection of our old growth forests.  In our comments 
on the Forest Service’s proposed Upper Cheat River  
project, our Public Lands Committee said this:

We also again urge the Forest Service to reconsider 
proposed harvests in existing stands that are over 120 years 
old.  Old forests constitute important reservoirs of stored carbon 

that are critical on a nation-wide and global basis for mitigating 
the ongoing acceleration of climate change, and old forests 
provide habitat and species diversity within the otherwise 
intensively managed watershed.  Old forests are currently 
near desired levels on National Forest land, and likely are less 
common on more intensively managed private lands within the 
project area.  

 We will continue to advocate for forest preservation, old 
growth forests in particular.

Happy Mothers Day!
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PRESIDENT: Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 567-2602, 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT: Marilyn Shoenfeld, 167 Balsam Way, Davis, WV 26260, (304) 866-
3484
VICE PRESIDENT FOR STATE AFFAIRS: Vacant
SECRETARY: John McFerrin, 202 Van Tassel Court, Morgantown, WV 26508, (304) 291-8305,
TREASURER: Bob Marshall, 2108 Emma Road, Kenna, WV 25248, (304)545-6817, 
PAST PRESIDENT: Cynthia D. Ellis, 3114 Steel Ridge Road, Red House, WV 25168, (304) 586-
4135,

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2022)
Jackie Burns 304 866 4093
Randy Kesling, 116 Farm Meadow Drive, Bridgeport, WV 26330; (304) 622-5982; 
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Susan Rogers Rosenblum, 135 Fern Lane, Davis, WV 26260, (412)759-9234
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WEST VIRGINIA CAVE CONSERVANCY:  Randy Rumer; 295 Caraway Lane
Renick, WV 24966;  (304) 497-2657; 
PITTSBURGH CLIMBERS:  Buff Rodman, 32 Crystal Drive, Oakmont, PA 15139, (412) 828-8983,
BROOKS BIRD CLUB:  Cynthia D. Ellis, 3114 Steel Ridge Road, Red House, WV 25168, (304) 
586-4135, 
WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS COALITION  Dave Ruediger
MOUNTAINEER CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED Randy Kesling, 116 Farm Meadow Drive, 
Bridgeport, WV 26330; (304) 622-5982;
FRIENDS OF THE LITTLE KANAWHA:  Cindy Rank, 4401 Eden Road, Rock Cave , WV 26234, 
(304) 924-5802, 
ALLEGHENY HIGHLANDS ALLIANCE:  Vacant
SHAVERS FORK COALITION:  Jeff Witten, President, 578 Falkner Rd, Elkins, 26241, (304) 362-
5330, 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE:  Cindy Rank, 4401 Eden Road, Rock Cave, WV 26234, 
(304) 924-5802
PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  Kent Karriker, 344 Harpertown Road, Elkins, WV 
26241  (304) 636-8651, 
RENEWABLE ENERGY COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas,  P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 
567-2602, 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Luanne McGovern, 858 Alta Road, Charleston WV 25314, (973) 873-
3369
ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE:  Larry Thomas, P.O. Box 194, Circleville, WV 26804, (304) 
567-2602,
RIVERS COMMITTEE:  Susan Rogers Rosenblum, 135 Fern Lane, Davis, WV 26260, (412)759-
9234
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE:  Hugh Rogers, 531 Moon Run Road, Kerens, WV 26276, (304) 636-
2662,
CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE: Perry Bryant; 1544 Lee Street, East, Charleston, WV 25311, 
304-344-1673, 

MISCELLANEOUS OFFICES
WEB PAGE – DIGITAL PUBLISHING: Dan Radmacher, (540) 798-6683,

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Dave Saville;PO Box 569, Morgantown, WV 26507;
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR:   Cory Chase, 1602 Appalachian Highway, Dryfork WV 26263, (304) 599-
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HIGHLANDS VOICE EDITOR:  John McFerrin, 202 Van Tassel Court, Morgantown, WV 26508, 
(304) 291-8305, johnmcferrin@aol.com

BUMPER STICKERS
To get free I ♥ Mountains bumper sticker(s), send a 

SASE to P. O. Box 306, Charleston, WV  25321.  Slip a dollar 
donation (or more) in with the SASE and get 2 bumper stickers.  
Businesses or organizations wishing to provide bumper stickers 
to their customers/members may have them free. (Of course 
if they can afford a donation that will be gratefully accepted.)

The Highlands Voice: It’s Not Just for 
Reading Any More

 The Highlands Voice is the main way that the West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy communicates with its members.  But 
we would like to communicate with more than our members.  
We have a valuable perspective and information; we would 
like to communicate with everybody.  We still offer electronic 
delivery. If you would prefer to receive it electronically instead 
of the paper copy please contact Dave Saville at WVHC50@
gmail.com. With electronic delivery, you will receive a link to 
a pdf of the Voice several days before the paper copy would 
have arrived. 
 No matter how you receive it, please pass it along.  If 
electronically, share the link.  If paper, hand it off to a friend, 
leave it around the house, leave it around the workplace.  It’s 
not just for reading.  It’s for reading and passing along.
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Mon National Forest Hiking Guide
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, the new edition of the treasured guide to every trail in 

the Monongahela National Forest features brand-new topographic maps and Kent Mason’s gorgeous photos, all in color.
The Guide has been updated with the cooperation of National Forest District Rangers and 

Recreation Specialists to reflect changes in the past ten years:
       * newly designated wilderness areas
       * new trails near campgrounds and sites of special significance
       * a new complex of interconnected trails on Cheat Mountain
       * rerouted and discontinued trails
       * ratings for difficulty, scenery, access to water, and much else

The definitive guide to the Mon adds a wealth of information about history, wildlife, and 
botany; safety, preparation, and weather; horseback and mountain bike riding and cross-country 
skiing; as well as sources of further information on the Forest and its environs.
 The Monongahela National Forest has long been known as a ‘Special Place’. The hiking, 
backpacking, and cross-country skiing opportunities it provides are among the best in the eastern 
U.S. New wilderness and backcountry trails have been added to the outstanding areas we have 
appreciated for decades – Otter Creek Wilderness, Dolly Sods Wilderness, Flatrock Plains, 
Roaring Plains, Blackwater Canyon, Spruce Knob, North Fork Mountain, Shaver’s Mountain, 
Laurel Fork Wilderness, Cranberry Wilderness -- and there are lesser-known gems to be found 
in between.

Profits from the sale of these guides support a wide variety of worthy environmental projects 
for the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

Send $18.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

P.O. Box 306
Charleston, WV 25321

OR
Order from our website at

www.wvhighlands.org

Monongahela 
National Forest 

Hiking Guide
9th Edition

Allen de Hart and Bruce Sundquist
for West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

HATS FOR SALE
We have West Virginia Highlands Conservancy baseball style caps for sale as well as I   Mountains caps.
The WVHC cap is beige with green woven into the twill with a pre-curved visor. The front of the cap has West Virginia Highlands 

Conservancy logo and the words West Virginia Highlands Conservancy on the front and I (heart) Mountains on the back. It is soft twill, 
unstructured, low profile, sewn eyelets, cloth strap with tri-glide buckle closure.  

The I   Mountains The colors are stone and red.. The front of the cap has I          MOUNTAINS. The heart is red. The red hats 
are soft twill, unstructured, low profile, sewn eyelets, cloth strap with tri-glide buckle closure. The stone has a stiff front crown with a velcro 
strap on the back. All hats have West Virginia Highlands Conservancy printed on the back. Cost is $20 by mail. West Virginia residents add 
6% tax.  Make check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and send to West Virginia HIghlands Conservancy, Atten: Online 
Store, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV  25321-0306
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Announcing a Hybrid Webinar to be held on Monday, May 16, 2022:
“Utility-Scale Solar – a Revolution in Progress.”

Large solar panel installations that can connect to the electric power grid are proliferating across America. Plans to site these “utility-
scale solar” installations in Appalachia, including on previously mined lands, have captured public attention.  What does this revolution in 
clean energy production mean for our society?  What can we expect as its revolutionary future unfolds?

To help answer these questions, on Monday, May 16, 2022, the West Virginia Center on Climate Change (“WV3C”) will present a 
live, audience-interactive, “hybrid webinar” program – online via Zoom and in-person in Morgantown, WV. Register here for free in-person 
and/or online attendance, or email  info@wvclimate.org.

The main speaker will be David Feldman, Senior Financial Analyst at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (“NREL”).  His 
areas of research and expertise include renewable energy policy and project finance, corporate finance in the energy sector, and solar 
energy market analysis.

David Feldman’s NREL publications include “Emerging Opportunities and Challenges in Financing Solar;” “The Role of 
Advancements in Solar Photovoltaic Efficiency, Reliability, and Costs;” “Financing U.S. Renewable Energy Projects Through Public Capital 
Vehicles;” ”Photovoltaic (PV) Pricing Trends: Historical, Recent, and Near-Term Projections;” “Winter 2021/2022 Solar Industry Update;” and 
“Towards Decarbonization: Establishing a Sustainable, Equitable, Diverse Workforce in the U.S. Photovoltaic Industry.” He is a member of 
the Washington, D.C., office of the NREL’s Strategic Energy Analysis Center. He earned a MBA from the Yale School of Management, and 
a BA from Amherst College.

The discussion panel will include Daniel Chiotos, Sales and Market Development Director at Mountain View Solar in Berkeley 
Springs, WV.  He holds a BS in Political Science and Government from Shepherd University and is a certified Building Performance Analyst 
and Energy Practitioner.

 Also participating in the discussion panel will be Betsy Arlen, Director of Development and Real Estate for Sun Tribe Development, 
a provider of large-scale renewable energy solutions. With over 14 years of renewable energy industry experience, her responsibilities 
encompass overseeing the company’s Site Origination strategy and Real Estate portfolio, including site acquisition, outreach, and contract 
negotiations, along with Sun Tribe’s geospatial solutions and data systems. Betsy manages the Company’s brightfield initiatives, including 
advancing solar on formerly mined lands in The Nature Conservancy’s Cumberland Forest in Southwest Virginia. She holds an M.A. in 
Geography and a B.A. in Geography from Wayne State University in Detroit.  

A “hybrid webinar” combines an online Zoom audience and speakers, and an in-person audience and speakers.  This program will 
be hosted at the West Virginia University Media Innovation Center Story Hub, on the 4th floor of the Evansdale Crossing Building, 62 Morrill 
Way, Morgantown WV 26506.  Doors open at 6:30 PM USET, and the online program will go from 7:00 to 8:00 PM USET. WVU’s COVID 
protocol is currently “masks optional.” Free parking after 5PM.

Registrants receive a Zoom link to attend the online program and reminder emails; and are welcome to attend in person or online, 
regardless of what plans they indicate. A video recording will be available for registrants who cannot attend. We do not share contact 
information.

For more information, go to https://wvclimate.org/, or email info@wvclimate.org.
Register here for free in-person and/or online attendance, or email  info@wvclimate.org. 
Thanks to the Appalachian Stewardship Foundation and the Dunn Foundation for making these programs possible!

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3If22xg2SvaBNeGWN3etHA
mailto:info@wvclimate.org
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3If22xg2SvaBNeGWN3etHA
mailto:info@wvclimate.org
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May 12   Mill Race Park, Parsons   11:00 - 12:30 
Friends of the Cheat is seeking long term 
volunteers to monitor streams as part of our 
CAPABLE (Cheat Aquatic Pollution And 
BaseLine Ecological) Monitoring Program that 
are currently affected by Corridor H 
construction in the Parsons area, as well as 
those streams and rivers that may be affected 
by the Corridor H construction from Parsons to 
Thomas/Davis in the future.  

A portion of the streams within the proposed 
route are naturally reproducing brook trout 
streams with outstanding water quality.  
Gathering baseline data is critical to 
protecting these waters in the future. 

You can help our community preserve stream 
and drinking water quality by becoming a 
volunteer! 

If interested, email or phone 
RVSP is required at: 
madison@cheat.org 

304-329-3621 x7  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CAPABLE Citizen Science 
Stream Monitor Training 

Your Family Name 
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Abolish WV Spring/Summer Bear Dog Training
By Allen Johnson

(The rest of the story on the next page)

This pictureis of a young bear that entered  our chicken coop 
in August, 2020. I shot it at the command of a WVDNR game warden 
who otherwise would have to do it himself. Several nights earlier a 
then-unknown predator had broken the outside of our coop enough 
to get in and eat two of our hens. At the time I was puzzled as it 
did not seem the work of a fox or raccoon. This time our dog was 
barking, it was mid-afternoon, and the 
chicken entrance was open. When I 
saw a small bear inside the henhouse, I 
first wondered how it could get through 
a small door one foot wide and two feet 
tall? 

Here’s why: the bear, likely a two-
year cub, was emaciated. A radio collar 
was around the bear’s neck….and its 
right front leg had slipped through the 
collar! Someone had illegally captured 
the cub and fitted it with a radio collar 
to track its whereabouts. Fitted too 
loosely, the bear had pawed at the 
irritating collar and had inadvertently 
pushed its paw through into the collar 
where it was stuck. 

Severely handicapped by the crippling collar, the bear was 
unable to forage in a normal way. Desperately facing imminent 
starvation, it had encroached upon our chicken coop. 

The neck collar, now overtightened from the leg, had cut 
through the skin into an open wound infested with maggots. Clearly 
the bear was in misery soon to die from starvation and the infected 
and infested wound. 

The game warden arrived following our phone call and picked 
up the bear to take away. He said the radio collar was not one that 
an authorized wildlife researcher would use. Yet he could not trace it. 

My wife and I were incredibly sad. If the invader bear had been 
normal, we would have shooshed it out and on its way. We were 
angry that some unknown hunter had trapped this cub to follow its 
whereabouts through an illegal collar device. 

So how did this hunter capture a bear cub? West Virginia is 
one of several states that permit a hunting method called hounding. 
Bear dogs are trained to get on the scent of a bear and chase it until 
the exhausted bear either turns on the dogs to fight them or climbs a 
tree to escape the pack. The dogs are equipped with radio collars so 
the hunters can locate the pack, find the treed bear, and shoot it. 
West Virginia’s 24-Hour, 365 Day Bear Hound Training Season

Many (not all) bear-hound states allow a training season, 
beginning in late summer or early fall, so that the dogs can practice 
chasing bears, typically taking several hours over many miles. During 
training season, it is against the law for a hunter to kill a bear.  

West Virginia differs from other hounding states.  It has an all-
year, 365-day, 24-hour, bear dog training season. In other words, bears 

can be dog-chased for training or (in 
season) killing year-round. “Sportsmen” 
can chase bears in spring and summer, 
often scattering cubs from their running 
mother. 
Spring/Summer Bear Training Hunts 
Must Be Abolished!

West Virginia is one of 32 states 
that permit bear hunting. Of this number, 
18 allow hunting with hounds. From 
what I can ascertain, most of these 
states allow a season to train dogs 
to chase live bears in late summer or 
August. For example, Virginia’s season 
is August 1 through September 25, with 
hours 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. No Black Bears 

can be taken during this season.
West Virginia is an exception, allowing training 24-hour, 365-

day, all-year long. Then during hunting season bears can be legally 
killed with adherence to regulations.  

Typically, bear cubs are born during their mother’s winter 
hibernation. The bears come out of hibernation in March or April. These 
small inexperienced cubs are especially prone to separation from the 
sow bear during a chase even through that first year. Surviving cubs 
hibernate with their mama the following winter, then separate from the 
sow the following summer.  Orphan cubs are likely to die of starvation 
or predation. 

“West Virginia residents’ attitudes and opinions toward 
American black bear hunting” was an extensive study conducted by 
Christopher W. Ryan, John W. Edwards, and Mark Damian Duda 
under auspices of WVDNR, WVU Division of Forestry, and Responsive 
Management. Over 1200 West Virginia residents were surveyed in 
2006. Although regional differences were noted, most respondents 
accepted bear hunting. However (quoting), “our study found that even 
among hunters, public opposition exceeded support for the current, 
year-round training season of black bear hunting dogs.”
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More about Bear Dogs (Continued from previous page)

Tell a Friend!
 If you have a friend you would like to invite to join the West 
Virginia Highlands Conservancy just fill out this form and send it 
to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Box 306, Charleston, 
WV 25321.

Person you wish to refer:                                                                                   

Address:                                                                                                                    
  
                                                                                                                           

Email                                                                                                                          

Your name:                                                                                                               

 Filling out the form, etc. is, of course, the old school way of 
doing things.  If you prefer, just email the information to Dave 
Saville at WVHC50@gmail.com.
 The way it works:  Anyone you refer gets The Highlands 
Voice for six months.  At the end of the six months, they get a 
letter asking if they want to join.  If they join, we’re happy.  If 
not, then maybe next time.

Landowner Arrested for Impeding a 
Hunt

In April 2021 Eddie Fletcher heard the loud barking of 
hounds close to his house on his wooded property in Greenbrier 
County. Fletcher quickly ran to the sound. Four snarling hounds 
were tearing on a bear cub. Fletcher tied up two of the hounds, 
using his belt and a shoe string, and getting dog-bit in the 
process. The cub scooted up an adjacent tree. Fletcher went 
to his house, called 9-1-1 to call the police, then secured the 
hounds on by his porch with drinking water.

When the hunter appeared to retrieve his radio-collared 
hounds, he cell-phoned a game warden to accuse Fletcher of 
illegally impeding a hunt. The game warden showed up and 
issued Fletcher a citation for unlawfully impeding a hunt. Fletcher 
countered that if he had not intervened, the dogs would certainly 
have ripped the cub to death.  

During the subsequent hearing, attended by the arresting 
officer and accusing hunter, the prosecution made clear that 
indeed Fletcher had broken the law. His 80-acre property was 
not posted. He had illegally tied up the hounds. Fletcher, an 
experienced outdoorsman and hunter himself, felt so strongly 
that training hounds in the spring was wrong that he was 
willing to be jailed rather than pay a fine. Impeding a hunt is a 
misdemeanor with a fine of $100 to $500 and/or imprisonment 
for 10 to 100 days. As it turned out, the case was dismissed on 
technical grounds.

Fletcher says there were two other incidents later that 
spring where cubs were treed on his property, separated from 
its mother during a spring hound chase.  Cubs will loudly bawl 
for their mother for two or three days, either to be retrieved 
by mamma or to come down due to hunger. Last year, a cub 
stopped crying after a couple of days. Fletcher heard coyotes 
nearby. 

Many people feel that hounding is unethical and not “fair 
chase” hunting as it gives too much advantage to the hunter who uses 
sophisticated GPS collared dogs, sets of fresh hounds, and often an 
army of jeep-driving hunters. An exhausted bear will climb a tree or 
turn to fight and often maim the pursuing dogs. On the other hand, 
many feel that hunting with dogs is a long-honored tradition, and that 
trained dogs can help the DNR eliminate nuisance bears.

The Spring/Summer bear dog training season must be 
abolished. Eddie Fletcher has started a petition drive. To sign the 
petition, go to https://www.change.org/p/wv-division-of-natural-
resources-give-cubs-a-chance or go to the website, change.org and 
type in the search icon “give cubs a chance.”

https://www.change.org/p/wv-division-of-natural-resources-give-cubs-a-chance
https://www.change.org/p/wv-division-of-natural-resources-give-cubs-a-chance
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  ►The baby shirts are certified organic cotton and are offered in one infant and several toddler sizes and an infant onesie.  Slogan is “I ♥   
Mountains  Save One for Me!” Onesie [18 mo.]---$25, Infant tee [18 mo.]---$20, Toddler tee, 2T,3T,4T, 5/6---$20
 ► Soft pima cotton adult polo shirts are a handsome earthtone light brown and feature the spruce tree logo.  Sizes M-XL  [Shirts run large 
for stated size.]  $ 25.00, 2XL $26.50
 
To order by mail [WV residents add 6 % sales tax] make check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy and send to West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy, Online Store, PO Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321-0306

T- SHIRTS
 White, heavy cotton T-shirts with the I      Mountains slogan on the front.  The lettering is blue and the heart is red.  “West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy” in smaller blue letters is included below the slogan.  Short sleeve in sizes: S, M, L, XL, and XXL.  Long sleeve 
in sizes S, M, L, and XL. Short sleeve model is $18 by mail; long sleeve is $22.  West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax.  Send 
sizes wanted and check payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy ATTEN: Online Store, WVHC, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 
25321-0306.

The same items are also available at our on-line store:   www.wvhighlands.org


